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Ceneral Descriptions of Levels of Proficiency

O b

Advanced (Clear)

mye

Proficient (Clear)

Marrative writmg tells about sequences of events, usnally with the stucture of a fiction

or nonfichon story.

Although not flawless in relation to all three areas of focus, a "4';132551' 15 an
engagmg piece of narrative writmg. Demonstratimg a clearly defin

understandimg of narrative writmg, the writer nuses [anguage that is above grade
level to uniquely develop a clear and concise paper. :
student’s writmg for that day and prompt demonstrates advanced proficiency for

erade level.

score of "4" mdicates the

A 37 paper demonstrates that the writer has an understandmeg of basic
narrative writing. The paper is clear, concise and easy to understand. The
WTIter uses age-appropriate langnage and attempts to “show” rather than
“tell”™ but may not succeed throughout essay. A score of "3" mdicates that
ﬂles‘mti Eutla. writmg for that day and prompt demonstrates proficiency at
grade level.

Focusing on Six Traits

“4" Papers Exhibit MOST of the Characteristics Listed Below

%3 Papers Exhibit MOST of the Characteristics Listed Below

Ideas/Organization

Ideas

Ideas are the story line of the essay that. together with
elaboration. anecdotes, or selected details, build reader’s
understanding.

Jrganization
Organization, the mternal stucture of an essay, meludes
the lead, close and Imkmg details. Together, they create
a picture that builds to a tumme pomt m the story.

Tranzitions withm the story asaist the reader to avoid
gettme lost.

Developed and elaborated narrative

Effective miroduction/satisfying conclusion
Organization 1s concise

Focused topic

Knowledge and 'or expenence of topic

Strong sense of direction withm story

Ideas clearly express chronological sequencimg

Dretails relate to tume, place, character, plot and conclusion

Fresh approach and'or origmal 1deas capture the reader’s mterest

A developed narrative

Effective mtroduction/'ordmary conclusion

Eazly followed organization meorporates begmnmeg, middle and end
Evident topic

Writmg based on experience and'or knowledge of topic

Accountmg of events that support narrative: time, place, character, plot
and conclusion

Ideas express chronological sequencme

Transihons connect 1deas

Voice Word Choices

Vioice
Voice mvolves effective writing that holds the reader's
attention through the use of appropriate vocabulary.
Descriptive and figurative language makes writing
unigque by creating mood and feelng for the reader.

Word Choices

Word Choice mvolves the selecting words to create the
mood, mnpression or word picture a writer desires to
mstill within the reader.

w W W W W

Fizurative language: similes, metaphors and'or persomficatton
Consistent voice thronghout essay

Word choices may surprise, amuse or move reader and pamt a picture m
hisher mind

Unique, mteresting and above-grade-level vocabulary demands reader’s

attention

Effective descriptive langnage: adjectives, adverbs and powerful verbs
Effective use of ordimary words

Oecasional use of effective, engagimg slang or vernacular

Feflection of writer s own expenences throughout essay
Predommantly active rather than passve volce

L

Fizurative language attempted
Some volce m essay
Word choices may surprise, amuse, or move reader
Writmg reflects mterests and vocabulary spoken by fifth graders
Some descriptive language: adjectives, adverbs, verbs
Matural-soundmeg language — not overdone
Ohccasional use of appropriate slang
Glonpses aEpEﬁauaFmalghta and feeling
Vocabulary reflects writer's personality

Fluency/Conventions

Sentence Fluency

Effective construchon of a sentence and 1ts thythm and
grace determines sentence fluency. Aspects of fluency
melude the followme: logic, phrasmg, parallel structure,
alliteration, redundancy and sentence lengths

Conventions:

Punctuation, spellmg, erammar, usage, {:aPLtaleatmu and
paragraphimg fall under the wmbrella of Conventions.

oW W W W

Purposeful and varied sentence begmnmegs
Vanety of sentence structures and lengths

Control of spelling, punctuation and capitalization is relative to length and

complexity of essay
(renerally correct spellmg—even among less common words

Apcurate punctuation, both external and mternal, guides readers through text:
eriods, question marks, exclamation marks, commas, colons, and apostrophes

‘orrect comma usage withm series, clauses and cihes/states
Suitable grammar and usage that contribute to clarity
Surface errors do not defract from readability or fluency
Logical paragraphmg facilitates readability
If used, natural sounding dialogue 1s typically correctly punctuated.

Varied begmnmes of most sentences
Correct spelling of most high-frequency words
Writer demonstrates understandimg of end punctnation and
caprtalization
Evidence of some correct mternal punctuation: commas m a series and
1:;1:1: strophes m contractions
gw subjectverb agreement problems
Surface errors related to spelling, punctuation and capitalization do not
detract from readability or meanmg
Appropriate paragraphimg
Correct punctuation of dialogue 1if attemnpted
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General Deseriptions of Levels of Proficiency

Uk

Basic (Cantion)

i‘lﬁ
Below Basic (Alert)

Marrative writmg tells about sequences of events, usnally with the stucture of a

fiction or nonfiction story.

A “27 paper demonstrates some degree of basic narrative writimg skalls, but 15

{:lea.rl} flawed. It reveals one or more of the following weaknesses:

Inadequate organization or development
Inadequate narration of events
Lumited or mappropriate word choices

At o

word chowes

A score of "1 v
developme toward proficiency at grade level.

A pattern or accumulation of errors m mechanics, usage, sentence structure or

mdicates that the student’s writing for that day and prompt 1=

A 1" paper demonstrates basic narrative writng deficiencies and exhibits one
or more of the followme:

[

Serions and persistent writmg errors
Incoherency

Underdeveloprment

Ome or more of followmeg:

too brief to assess; written m a langnage other than English: not written m
black mk; written to a topic other than specified m prompt; written m
mode other than narrative

A seore of "1" mdicates that the student's writmg for that day and prompt 1s
mimimal at grade level

Focusing on Six Traits

“1*" Papers Exhibit MOST of the Characteristics Listed Below

“1*" Papers Exhibit MOST of the Characteristics Listed Below

Ideas #  Little elaboration or deseription of narrative elements: characters, settimg and *  Lumted or unclear mformation, madequate length or blank
Tdeas are the story line of the essay that. together with plot . %a{:tme ‘;’J’_'l‘”t_"f‘PhTm ?;godu:tmut{:om:lu:mu
elaboration, anecdotes or selected details, build * 1i.1l. eak mtroduchon'conclusion - TR ﬂdt ‘.'.t I{ltut-e du.‘gu CIEAMIZAN0N
reader’s understanding. = _[5-11_:!].'&& & ;ﬂieu{:e of begmning, middle and end - L?tﬁ::orl;f}:::-ﬂf oi Elgﬁ'f[""
T = nfocused topic = . .
Organization #  Tdeas are sometimes unclear, undeveloped and lack detail + FI:\LEPI:itLthh E“"d o dl“i"’f‘“_ﬂt"‘d wIlting
. Organization, the mtermnal structure of an essay, *  Equal emphazis on all or many items - 5]:'1; ]fm 3‘3 le-Pl‘:"E 255 :!"iill'll!l';CIJJE v . der to inf
Ideas/Organization includes the lead, close and linking details. Tﬂeeﬂ.‘mr #  Gkeletal isting of events SRTE Y tz-“"‘ oosely-focused writme frequently requirme reader to mfer
%E‘- -::reate_l_a picture 1‘.1.1at.L']Tml«:\\flllL to a turmimg pomt ué ¥ {_.cu Ell-: al progression of writng with some wandering miornmanon
e story. Transitions within the story assist the reader #  Irrelevant mformation
to avoid getting lost.
Voice *  Lumited figurative language and/'or sensory adjectives and verbs #  Little or no deseriptive or specific language
Voice mvolves effective writng that holds the reader’s : E!ﬂ&ﬁdﬂ{s am]ij Trtre.atm.g volce : %?{:k—t:dt :':‘:'“:?J larv
attention through the use of appropriate vocabulary. - B'Il':"l i 'ﬂ;allf_uﬁ_ blars = I — tllc:{: 1_;53'1? ds
Deescriptive and figurative langnage makes writme . GE oW BT E-tfl ':i.":'t“.f nlary 4 bad. ni L s - {:"WJTH 3 “‘h_ “_‘:'Tdf 4 hrases
unique by creating mood and feelng for the reader. : eneric, empty adjectives: good, bad, nice, cool, fun : agne or empty words and'or phrases
Few sensory adjectives and verbs Redundancies
VoiceWord Choices Word Choices ¥ F‘hmymdmt the of words and/or phrases ¥ }‘.j{:k]: risk; lteuj 5 to l;]mf -out reader
’ . R T . - e * Inadequate language * echanical and ‘or hifeless
Word Chotce m"_‘_:'.l' B ﬂn_’ElHt.mE words to crea_t_e i *  Sunplistic responses to thoughts and feelings #  Frequently difficult to decipher and/or understand
Ilm_ m;:_-;:-ld. _ﬁprﬁ::mu 31’ word picture a writer desires = Seeming lack of awareness of audience
o instill within the reader.
Sentence Floency #  Attemnpts to vary sentence begmnings #*  Commen starts among sentences
*  Predommant nse of simple sentences *  Short, simple sentences frequently connected by “and”™ or “that”

EEEH“ = c;:;;:hlctmu atta. :Ent%u{:e and E{‘ rh\tﬂam # Incomplete. choppy and'or mun-on sentences #*  Choppy, ramblmg and'or awkward sentences
a..il EIace lEgn%lmh Tfu Ence tl“ﬂ“:" hT spects of *  Frequent hstmg of events: [ did, then I did, then [ did *  Incorrect sentence structure-mcludes frapments and min-ons
L uHﬁ:‘l u;_{:l- rkﬂ & El.lt{tj ‘:T' mg: E_;Elfi P _a‘mj *  Frequent misspellings #  Little or no grasp of spellmg patterns
?”? = . 1= ﬂT! ALIteraton, redundancy an *  Frequent grammar and usage errors #  FPhonetic spelling

Fluencv/C onventions Senience Jengs # Inconsistent subjectverh agreement #  Freguent lack of end and imternal punctuation

b Conventions *  Burface errors ]'El.a.tE-d to spelling, punctuation and capitalization detract from #*  rrammar and'or nsage errors

Punetnation, spelling. srammar, usage, capitalization
and paragraphmeg fall under the nmbrella of
Conventions.

readability or meanme

Surface errors hinder or even hide readability



