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Interpreting ACCESS for ELLs 
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September 8, 2021



•Overview of ACCESS for ELLS
•Define ACCESS for ELLs scale score and 
proficiency level scores

• Interpreting Score Reports - Can Do Descriptors  
•Review ACCESS for ELLS Score Reports
•Open Discussion

Agenda 
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The Idaho ELPA - ACCESS for ELLs
Overview of Idaho’s English Language Proficiency Assessment 
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• Assessing Comprehension and Communication in 
English State-to-State for English Language Learners

What is ACCESS for ELLs?
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What is ACCESS for ELLs?

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access
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What Does ACCESS for ELLs Measure?
English Language Development Standards 

• ACCESS for ELLs measures a child’s ability to use 
English to communicate ideas, information, and 
concepts in the content areas of:

• Language Arts;
• Mathematics;
• Science;
• Social Studies.

• ACCESS for ELLs measures a child’s ability to use 
English in social and instructional contexts – the 
language of schooling
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How Does ACCESS Measure English Language Proficiency?
Language Domains Assessed

• Process, understand, interpret and evaluate spoken language in a variety of 
situations

Listening 

• Process, understand, interpret and evaluate written language, symbols, and 
text with understanding and fluency

Reading

• Engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of 
purposes and audiences

Speaking 

• Engage in written communication in a variety of situations for a variety of 
purposes and audiences

Writing 

Receptive 

Productive
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How Does ACCESS Measure English Language Proficiency?
Features of Academic Language 

• Three Dimensions of Language
• Discourse
• Sentence
• Word/Phase 

• Scored Performance Criteria
• Linguistic Complexity 
• Language Forms and Conventions 
• Vocabulary Usage

• Features of Academic Language is the 
criteria used to score a child’s 
language response
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How Does ACCESS Measure English Language Proficiency?
Performance Definitions

Receptive Language Skills
Listening & Reading

Productive Language Skills 
Writing & Speaking
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• A child who attained a proficiency level 3 (Developing) on the 
Writing section of ACCESS for ELLs can (at the time of the test) 
produce texts with:

• Linguistic complexity:
• Short and some expanded sentences with emerging complexity
• Expanded expression of one idea or emerging expression of multiple 

related ideas across content areas
• Language forms and conventions: 

• Simple and compound grammatical structures with occasional variation
• Sentence patterns across content areas

• Vocabulary usage: 
• Specific content language, including cognates and expressions
• Words or expressions with multiple meanings used across content areas

How Does ACCESS Measure English Language Proficiency?
Performance Definitions
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ACCESS for ELLs – Types of Scores 
Student performance scores  
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ACCESS for ELLs – Types of Scores 
Types of Scores Reported

•Student performance on ACCESS for ELLS is 
reported as two types of scores:
•Scale score
•English language proficiency level
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ACCESS for ELLs – Types of Scores 
Raw, Scale, English Language Proficiency Level Score(s)

Raw Score

Scale Score

ELP Level

• Raw Score: Number of correct 
responses 

• Scale Score: vertical scale of 
proficiency 

• Consider grade-level and item difficulty

• Proficiency Level: Interpretive score 
based on scale score
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• Psychometrically derived vertical scale of 
English proficiency K-12

• ACCESS for ELLs
• Range 100-600

• Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs
• Range 100-400

• Limits Reading PL  - 5.0
• Limits Writing PL  - 4.5

• Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
• Range 910-953

ACCESS for ELLs – Types of Scores
Scale Score(s)

Scale Score
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• Proficiency Level Score
• Interpretative score based on scale scores
• Describes a child’s performance as they relate 

to the six WIDA English Language Proficiency 
Levels 

• Whole number followed by a decimal 
• Whole number – child’s proficiency level
• Decimal number – progression within the 

proficiency level

ACCESS for ELLs - Types of Scores
Proficiency Level Score(s)

ELP Level
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Presentation Title | 16

ACCESS for ELLs – Reported Scores 



ACCESS for ELLs – Reported Scores
Lets Make a Sandwich

ELPA Monthly Meeting Series - Interpreting ACCESS Score Reports – September 2021|17



ACCESS for ELLs - Reported Scores 
Domain Scores
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ACCESS for ELLs - Reported Scores 
Composite Scores

• Calculated by a weighted language domains 

Overall
Oral Language     Literacy Comprehension                

Speaking 
15%

Listening
15%

Writing 
35%

Reading
35%

Writing 
50%

Reading
50%

Speaking 
50%

Listening 
50%

Listening 
30%

Reading 
70%
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•When considering composite scores, dig a little 
deeper into how each language domain 
influences the composite outcome
• Compensatory nature of a composite score
• Not all domains are weighted equally

• A high or low score in one domain may give a distorted 
picture of a students language proficiency

ACCESS for ELLs - Reported Scores 
Composite Scores – Avoiding the Pitfalls
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Score Evaluation & Use
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ACCESS for ELLs - Score Evaluation & Use
Scale Score(s) to PL – Between Grades

Grade 3

Proficiency 
Level 5.2

Grade 4

Proficiency 
Level 4.6

Grade 5

Proficiency 
Level 4.0

Scale Score 355 in Listening
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ACCESS for ELLs - Score Evaluation & Use
Scale Scores to PL – Between Domains
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• Evaluating scale score(s): 
• Scale scores are a means of comparing equivalent 

knowledge across grades
• Scores typically increase faster when a student starts to 

acquire English and slows as depth of knowledge 
increases

• Using scale score(s):
• Analyzing growth and programmatic trends
• Make comparisons across grade levels

• Language domains: Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking
• Calculate percentile growth

• Student, School, District
• Make a short and long term goals

ACCESS for ELLs – Score Evaluation & Use
Scale Score(s) 
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• Evaluating proficiency level score(s)
• Defines a starting place for instructional planning

• Proficiency Level Descriptors
• Defines concrete targets 

• Can-Do Descriptors 
• Using proficiency level score(s)

• Create individual language goals
• Define domain specific skills 

• Differentiate instruction
• Promote autonomous learning 

• Monitoring language use 

ACCESS for ELLs – Score Evaluation & Use
Proficiency Level Score(s)
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•Can Do Descriptors 
• How ELs process language and use language in each 

language domain
• Ex. Reading G1-2 PL1: “Identify symbols, icons and 

environmental print”

•Key Uses Edition– Communicative Purpose
• provides examples of academic language use for four 

specific communicative purposes: discuss, argue, recount, 
explain

• Ex. Reading G1 PL1 Recount: “Use pictures and illustrations to 
identify themes or storylines”

• Ex. Reading G1 PL1 Explain: “Sort objects according to their use 
based on labeled illustrations”

ACCESS for ELs – Score Evaluation 
Can Do Descriptors
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Can Do Descriptors 

ACCESS for ELs – Score Evaluation 
Can Do Descriptors – Grade 1/PL 1

Can Do Descriptors
Key Uses 



WIDA AMS - ACCESS Reports
Individual Student Reports
School Roster Reports

School/District/State Frequency Reports
District Student Reponses File
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WIDA Assessment Management System
ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports

•Available WIDA AMS Score Reports: 
1. District Student Response (DSR) Files 

• “DSR Files – District (csv.)”
• Most comprehensive student-level ACCESS report 

2. District/School Frequency Report
3. School Roster Report
4. Individual Student Reports
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WIDA AMS Reports 
Permission Sets & Available Reports

WIDA Assessment Management System
• District Test Coordinators can view both district school, and 

student reports
• School Test Coordinators can view school school-level reporting 

only
• Test Administrators are unable to view reports

WIDA AMS User Guide
• Detailed instructions on downloading reports from are found with 

the WIDA AMS User Guide pp. 136-137
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Individual Student Reports
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Individual Student Reports

Individual Student Report (ISR)
• Language domain and composite scores

• Scale scores 
• Proficiency levels

• Descriptions of what a student could 
generally do in English within a specific 
language domain and proficiency level at 
the time the assessment was given
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Individual Student Reports (ISR)  

Audience
• Students
• Parents 
• Teachers 
• School teams

Uses
• Goal setting, reflection of student 

progress/student achievement, monitoring 
tool, identify strengths and areas for 
growth
• Available in over 40 languages
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School Roster Reports
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School Roster Report 

School Roster Reports
• Similar information found in the ISR 
• Cohorts of students within a school and 

grade
Reported fields 

• Tier of ACCESS 
• Grade-level cluster
• Language domain 
• Composite scores

• Scale score 
• Proficiency level
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School Roster Report 

Audience
• Teachers
• Program coordinators
• School administrators

Uses
• Identify language proficiency 

differences in groups of students
• Planning groupings of students with 

similar PLs for instruction
• Easy analysis for beginning of year 

Professional Learning Communities
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Frequency Reports
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WIDA AMS – Available Reports
School/District/State Frequency Report 

Frequency Reports
• Number and percent of students 

at each English proficiency level 
• Grade
• Language domain
• Composite Scores 

Reported Scores 
• Highest and lowest language 

domain scale scores
• Percent of students by grade in 

each PL  
ELPA Monthly Meeting Series - Interpreting ACCESS Score Reports – September 2021|38



School/District/State Frequency Report

Audience
• Program coordinators
• Administrator 
• School board members

Use
• Provide the percentage and number 

of ELs in each PL 
• language domains
• composite scores

• Assess the type of support offered to 
students at a school or district 

• Inform school-level/district-level 
programmatic decisions

• Review Can-Do-Descriptors 
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District Student Response File
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DSR File 
• Comprehensive student level data file

Reported Fields
• All

Audience
• District test coordinators
• Program coordinators

Uses
• Analysis of student level data 

District Student Response File (DSR) 
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Retrieving ACCESS for ELLs 
Score Reports 
WIDA AMS
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WIDA Assessment Management System
ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports

• ACCESS for ELLs data are housed 
within the WIDA Assessment 
Management System (AMS)

• https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login

• The Data Recognition Corporation 
(DRC) is WIDA’s test vendor

• WIDA AMS is managed via the DRC 
Insight web platform
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WIDA Assessment Management System
Downloading ACCESS for ELLs Reports

• Retrieving ACCESS for ELLs reports
1. Under “My Applications” select “Report 

Delivery” 
2. Select “Test Results” 
3. “Administration” field – select desired 

administration year
4. “School” field – select “(ALL)”
5. “Report” field – select the desired score 

report
6. Select “Show Reports” 
7. Select the “CSV.” or “PDF” icon to download 

and save a report file
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English Learner Management System 
(ELMS) Reports 
What reports are available in ELMS?
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English Learner Management System
Reports

• English Learner Management System 
• Idaho EL tracking and reporting system 

• EL Students With Last ACCESS Score
• English Proficiency Level

• Language domains (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing
• Composite scores (Oral, Literacy, Comprehension, 

Overall)

• Student Assessment Comparison  
• District and school level reports
• ACCESS, IRI, ISAT scores
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ELMS Data Reports
Student Assessment Comparison
• Lists enrollment year and assessment scores

• ACCESS for ELLs English proficiency levels
• 1-6 

• Idaho Reading Indicator tier
• Tier 1, 2, or 3

• Idaho Standards Achievement proficiency level
• 1-4
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ELMS Data Reports
Student Assessment Comparison

• Select “District Reports”
• Under “Student Assessment 

Comparison – District / School” 
• Select “Show/Hide Filters”
• Define “School Year”
• Define “School”

• Select “Run”
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Next Monthly Meeting
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Open Discussion 
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•Unmute yourself or write your 
questions/comments/concerns 
in the chat.

Open Discussion
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Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Andrew Bennett | English Language Proficiency Assessment Coordinator 
State Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208.332.6909 
abennett@sde.idaho.gov
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa/
www.sde.idaho.gov

Thank you!
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