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Objectives:
1. Explain the purpose of the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
2. Understand WIDA Screener for Kindergarten training and certification 

requirements
3. Review WIDA Screener for Kindergarten materials and how to access them
4. Understand WIDA Screener for Kindergarten administrative procedure 
5. Review the post WIDA Screener for Kindergarten procedure
Success Criteria:
1. I can explain the purpose of the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten.
2. I can explain and identify the training/certification requirements, screener 

materials, administration steps, and post screener actions associated with 
administering the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten in Idaho.

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Objectives and Success Criteria
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Purpose

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Purpose 



• Measures a student’s English language proficiency in 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing

• Identifies an English proficiency level consistent with the WIDA 
English Language Development Standards

• Identifies a student’s eligibility to participate in a Language 
Instruction Educational Program (LIEP)

• Determination made within the first 30 days of enrollment
• Identify areas of strength and areas for growth for future 

instruction
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Purpose 



WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Overview
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•Assesses 4 domains of language 
• 3 test sections

• Listening & Speaking, Writing, Reading

•Paper and pencil assessment 
• Individually administered
•Scored on-site 
•30 – 45 minutes in length

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten | 7

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Overview



•Three test sections
• Listening & Speaking
• Writing 
• Reading

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Test Sections
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•Kindergarten students
• First semester August – December

• Oral Proficiency test – Speaking & Listening
• Second semester January – June

• Oral Proficiency test – Speaking & Listening
• Literacy Test – Writing & Reading 

•Grade 1 students 
• First semester August – December 

• Oral Proficiency test – Speaking & Listening
• Literacy Test – Writing & Reading 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Test Population & Test Sections 



• Language domain-specific proficiency level 
• Listening
• Speaking
• Writing
• Reading

• Composite Scores
• Oral Proficiency (50% Listening + 50% Speaking)
• Literacy (50% Reading + 50% Writing)
• Overall (35% Reading + 35% Writing + 15% Listening + 15% Speaking)

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Score Reports
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Screen-out Criteria

•WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
• first and second semester kindergarten
• first semester grade one

•Screen-out Criteria:

Note: First semester kindergarten students are only required to complete the Listening and Speaking portions 
of WIDA Screener for Kindergarten. 

First Semester Kindergarten Second Semester Kindergarten First Semester Grade 1

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level
• ≥ 2.0 Literacy Score 

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Literacy Score
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Training and Certification Requirements
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• A WIDA Secure Portal account is necessary to 
train, certify, and access WIDA Screener for 
Kindergarten materials

• New Test Administrators can request an account by 
contacting their District Test Coordinator

• Call WIDA Client Services Center – (866) 276-7735

• WIDA Secure Portal Updated September 1, 2021
• Interface looks different from previous years
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Prior to Training



WIDA Secure Portal 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Training

https://wida.wisc.edu/login


• Training modules take 1.5 - 3 hours to 
complete

• Materials
• Test walkthrough
• Speaking and Writing scoring practice

• Training course organized into modules 
containing text, images, videos and 
activities
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Training 



•Test Administrators proctoring WIDA Screener 
for Kindergarten are required to be certified 
each academic school year

•The academic school year for all English 
language proficiency assessments is defined as 
July 1 to June 30 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Certification 



• Access the certification quizzes by 
enrolling in WIDA Screener for 
Kindergarten Administration and 
Scoring course under the “Assessment 
Training” header

• Oral Proficiency: Listening and Speaking
• Literacy: Reading & Writing 
• Require an 80% or higher 

• May be attempt more than once
• Recommend to complete both 

certification quizzes 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Certification Quizzes 



• Download and Print Certificate 
• Send a copy to District Test 

Coordinator

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Certification Certificate
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Screener Materials
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•Test Administrator Script
•Score Sheets 
•Storybook: New Friends
•Set of Cards
•Student Response Booklet
•Pencils
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Materials 



• WIDA Secure Portal – WIDA Screener for 
Kindergarten

•Necessary materials can be 
downloaded under the resource tab

•Supplemental materials
• Recommend to have on-site

• Accessibility & Accommodation 
Supplement

• WIDA Writing Rubric Pre-K - Kindergarten
• WIDA Speaking Rubric Kindergarten 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Download/Print Materials 

https://portal.wida.us/resource/resourcelist?$0%5Efilters%5ETopic=Screener%20for%20Kindergarten


•Districts can purchase professionally printed 
WIDA Screener for Kindergarten kit from the 
WIDA Store
• Individual parts of the kits can also be purchased

• https://www.wceps.org/Store/Subcategory/13

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Download/Print Materials 
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https://www.wceps.org/Store/Subcategory/13
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration



• Universal Tools
• Extended time
• Human reader
• Large print

• Accommodations
• Students with IEP or 504 plans
• Changes to presentation, student response, 

timing of the test, or test environment

• Accessibility and Accommodations 
Manual 2021-2022
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Accessibility and Accommodations 

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf


• Reading aloud the Reading domain 
test items

• Translating test items
• Providing a bilingual dictionary 
• Allowing non-English student 

responses to be scored
• Discuss test items with others 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Invalid Screener Practices



•WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
materials should remain secure at all 
times
• Test material needs to be securely stored 

when not in use
• Idaho SDE Assessment Integrity Guide 
• Idaho SDE Assessment Observation 

Checklist
• Idaho SDE Test Incident Log

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – Test Security

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten | 26

https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/TestIncidentLog/Content/files/Assessment-Integrity-Guide.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/files/resource-center/files/assessment-monitoring/District-Assessment-Observation-Checklist.pdf
https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/testincidentlog


•Test Administration Manual
• Reading the Storybook
• Using the Test Administrator Script
• Using the Cards
• Navigating the test 
• Language domain-specific guidance

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – TAM 
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• Select a Test Administrator the student is 
familiar with

• Choose an appropriate test room
• Do Not Disturb sign 

• Materials are prepared prior to test 
• Large enough table for testing materials 

• Practice giving the screener before a real 
test administration

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – Test Environment 
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• Practice giving the Screener beforehand
• Familiarize yourself with material and script

• Follow the Test Administrator Script
• Know when to use particular test materials

• Storybook/Cards/Student Response Booklet
• Untimed test 

• Allow students time to think through their responses 

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – Tips
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• Pay particular attention to the “Moving on” 
part of the test administrator script/Score 
Sheet

• Determine the next course of action 
dependent on the explicit instructions given 
in the “Moving on” box

• Note: First semester kindergarten students 
will not be administered the writing or 
reading section

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – Moving On / Stop If
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• Listening and Speaking Section
• Only count “Correct” LS responses

across levels indicated 
• Reading and Writing Section

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Administration – Moving On / Stop If
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After Testing

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
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EL Identification – ELMS Enhancement(s) 
• WIDA Screener for Kindergarten under the “Test Type” field is 

“WIDA KG”

• LEAs are required to upload a child’s Home Language Survey 
into ELMS when screener scores are entered

• ELMS automatically assigns an EL Status based on the scores 
input
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• Input Scores > Get Score Report > Input test date, Test 
Administrator, and student information > Print score report

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
After Testing – Score Calculator
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•Enter the English proficiency scores into the 
English Learner Management System (ELMS)

• Log into ELMS > Find Child (first & last name, DOB) > Screeners 
(found under actions column)
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
After Testing – ELMS  



1. Tally the scores as indicated on each score sheet
2. Verify all necessary information is present on the Score 

Sheets cover page 
3. Go to the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten Score 

Calculator: https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten/calculator

4. Enter scores into the score calculator and generate report
5. Print student score report and place a copy into the 

student’s cumulative file
6. Input PL scores into English Learner Management System 

to verify eligibility into services
• Enter scores under “KG Screener” under the “Test Type” field

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
After Testing 
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https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten/calculator


•ELPA Webpage 
• https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa/

• Screen-out Criteria

•WIDA Idaho Page
• https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/id

• Idaho Identification and Placement document

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Resources 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Success Criteria 



Success Criteria:
1. I can explain the purpose of the WIDA Screener 

for Kindergarten.
2. I can explain and identify the 

training/certification requirements, screener 
materials, administration steps, and post 
screener actions associated with administering 
the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten in Idaho.
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Exit Ticket



WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Questions 
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Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Andrew Bennett | English Language Proficiency Assessment Coordinator 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208.332.6909 
email@sde.idaho.gov
www.sde.idaho.gov

Thank you!
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