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Idaho’s New Alternate Assessment in Science 
Proposed Waiver for School Year 2020/2021 

IMPROVING THE ASSESSMENT 

Idaho is developing a new alternate assessment in Science. This assessment is for students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities. The new assessment is aligned with the new Extended Content Standards 
Core Content Connectors and grades for Science testing (5, 8, and 11) that the Idaho State Board of Education 
approved in October 2019. The new assessment will replace the previous portfolio-based assessment, which 
does not meet the peer-review requirements in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

THE PLAN FOR THE 2020/2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

Field Test 
Idaho will field test the new alternate assessment in Science. Qualifying students in grades 5, 8, and 11 will 
participate in the new assessment. No students will participate in the legacy assessment. 

No Scores Reported 
The Idaho State Department of Education will not issue scores from the field test for the new alternate 
assessment in Science in spring 2021. 

Participation Still Matters 
District and schools will still be held accountable for participation. 

WAIVER REQUIRED 

Idaho needs a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education to pursue this plan. This waiver would address 
the ESSA requirements for testing students in Science at least once in various grade ranges, reporting results 
for all students, and reporting results disaggregated for major racial and ethnic groups and student subgroups. 

The Idaho State Department of Education wants your feedback on this plan. Public comments will be accepted 
from September 21st until midnight MST on October 12th.  Please submit you input using this comment form.  

For Questions Contact 
Kevin Whitman 
Idaho State Department of Education 
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702 
208 332 6893 | www.sde.idaho.gov 
kwhitman@sde.idaho.gov  

https://form.jotform.com/93256716079163
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/
mailto:kwhitman@sde.idaho.gov
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