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 Assessment window: January 29-March 9, 2018

 Grades 4 and 8: Reading special studies and
science pilot assessments

- Grade 8: Civics, geography, technology and
engineering literacy (TEL), and U.S. history
assessments

» Grade 12: Mathematics, reading, and science
pilot assessments

What Subjects Does NAEP Assess?

NAEP assessments are conducted in a range of subjects at grades 4, 8, and 12 across the country. Assessments
are given most frequently in mathematics, reading, science, and writing. Other subjects, including the arts, civics,
economics, geography, technology and engineering literacy (TEL), and U.S. history, are assessed periodically.
NAEP assessment results are reported at the national, state, and some urban district levels. For more information
on the subjects NAEP administers, visit https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subjectareas.aspx.

Learn more about the NAEP digitally based assessments at https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/dba and view
Going Digital: NAEP Assessments for the Future at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RJ4k0I6h2c. To view NAEP tutorials,
visit https://enaep-public.naepims.org/2017/EN/welcome.html.

For more information about NAEP, visit: Find us on:
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard “ y ('} Tube



https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subjectareas.aspx
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/dba
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RJ4k0I6h2c
https://enaep-public.naepims.org/2017/EN/welcome.html
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard
https://www.facebook.com/NationalAssessmentofEducationalProgress
https://twitter.com/NAEP_NCES
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheNationsReportCard
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THE NAEP 2018 Assessments

Civics, geography, and U.S. history

The NAEP civics, geography, and U.S. history assessments
will be administered to eighth-grade students on NAEP-
provided tablets. A small number of eighth-grade
students, in a session separate from those taking the
assessments on tablets, may take paper-and-pencil
assessments in civics, geography, and U.S. history.
Administering these assessments via both tablet and
paper and pencil will help evaluate any differences

in student performance between the two types of
administration.

Technology and engineering literacy (TEL)

The TEL assessment measures students' capacity to

use, understand, and evaluate technology as well as
understand technological principles and strategies. In
2018, eighth-grade students who take this interactive
assessment will be asked to complete computer
simulations of technology and engineering scenario-based

Winter 2018

NAEP special studies are conducted periodically. They are
administered as part of NAEP and often involve special
data collection procedures in the field, in-depth analyses
of NAEP results, and evaluations of various technical
procedures. Results from these pilot assessments and
special studies will be used to inform NAEP assessments.
For more information about NAEP special studies, visit

http:wces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies.

NAEP-NTPS Linking Study

A small number of schools will participate in a pilot linking
study to explore the feasibility of administering both NAEP
and the National Teacher and Principal Survey (NTPS)

to a common set of teachers and schools as part of the
NAEP administration. The NAEP and NTPS questionnaires
gather data that contribute to a better understanding

of educational progress, as well as teacher and school
staff experiences across the nation. The linking study

will include selected schools, teachers, and principals

tasks set in a variety of
real-world contexts.

To view a sample grade 8
TEL question, please see
the image below. To view
sample scenario-based
tasks and explore the
results of the 2014 TEL
assessment, visit https://

www.nationsreportcard.
gov/tel_2014.

Pilot assessments and
special studies

Reading special studies
and science pilot
assessments on tablets
at grades 4 and 8.

Students in grade 12 will take mathematics, reading, and
science pilot assessments. Science pilot assessments will
include hands-on tasks in which students use materials
and laboratory equipment to perform actual science
experiments. To explore hands-on tasks online, visit

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009.

THE RECYCLING PROCESS According to the diagram shown, which of the following is a major

Raw effect of the recycling process?
Material

y Select 1 of the 4 choices below.

Manufacturer Recycling causes people to consume more raw
A O 7
I materials.
Product
Recycled 3
Product B @ Recycling directly stimulates consumer demand for
Cons:mmr ) recycled products.
c Recycling provides an incentive to discover new
plispd plispd ) sources of raw materials.
! | Recycling allows products to be made from fewer raw
Recycli D ® :
Landil Canter” materials.

KEY
= Processor
= Inputs and/or Outputs

8th Grade Technology and Engineering Literacy

In 2014, NAEP administered the first-ever technology and

engineering literacy assessment on laptops. This question
assessed grade 8 students’ understanding of the recycling
process and its impact on society.

one page.

that participate in NAEP
pilot administrations.

To learn more about

this linking study and
why participation is
important, view the
NAEP-NTPS Linking Study
Facts for Schools PDF

at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/
subject/about/pdf/
schools/naep_ntps
linking_study_facts_for
schools.pdf.

NAEP survey
gquestionnaires

NAEP survey

guestionnaires are voluntarily completed by students,
teachers, and principals who participate in a NAEP
assessment. Learn more about the NAEP student survey
guestionnaires from the teacher fact sheet on the next
page. The fact sheet can also be printed single-sided on


https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/tel_2014
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/tel_2014
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/tel_2014
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009/
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/studies
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/about/pdf/schools/naep_ntps_linking_study_facts_for_schools.pdf
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NAEP STUDENT SURVEY

QUESTIONNAIRES EP

Facts for Teachers

NAEP is an integral part
of education in the
United States.

» NAEP is a congressionally
mandated project administered
by the National Center for
Education Statistics, within the
U.S. Department of Education’s
Institute of Education Sciences.

» NAEP is considered the gold
standard of assessments because
of its high technical quality. From
development to reporting results,
NAEP represents the best thinking of
assessment and content specialists,
state education staff, and teachers
from around the nation.

» NAEP serves a different role than
state assessments. States have
their own unique assessments
with different content standards.
The same NAEP assessment
is administered in every state,
providing a common measure
of student achievement across
the country.

» Depending on the type of NAEP
assessment that is administered,
the data can be used to compare
and understand the performance
of different student groups within
the nation, your state, other states,
and large urban districts that
participate in the Trial Urban
District Assessment.

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT
OF EDUCATIONAL
PROGRESS

What are NAEP survey questionnaires?

NAEP survey questionnaires are administered to students, teachers, and school
administrators as part of the NAEP assessment and collect contextual information to
provide a better understanding of educational experiences and factors that are related to
students’ learning both in and out of the classroom. Student questionnaires only take 15
minutes to complete.

What types of questions will my students be asked?

To better determine how education is meeting the needs of all student groups,
NAEP survey questionnaires gather student information on a variety of topics, including
race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, technology use, and school climate. In addition,
approximately half of the questions reflect the subject of the NAEP assessment the
student has completed.

NAEP ensures that the questions are grounded in educational research and that the
responses can provide information relevant to the subject being assessed.

Why is it important for my students to complete the questionnaire?

Your students’ responses help put student achievement results into context and allow
for meaningful comparison between student groups. Each student’s answers, along with
the answers from other participating students across the nation, highlight what it takes
to improve education in the United States. Policymakers, researchers, and educators like
yourself can use the data to better understand the education experiences and needs of
various demographic groups. Explore survey questionnaire data with the NAEP Data
Explorer at https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata.

Are my students required to participate? How does NAEP ensure
their privacy?

Participation is voluntary, and students may skip any question. NAEP survey
questionnaire responses are confidential. All participants in the NAEP assessment are
assigned a unique identification number to ensure that they cannot be linked to any
personally identifiable information. Responses are combined with data from all other
students, and no data on any individual student can ever be identified.

@ To learn more about NAEP survey questionnaires and view actual questionnaires,
visit https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/survey_questionnaires.aspx.



https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/survey_questionnaires.aspx
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NCES: Commemorating 150 Years of Innovation
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On November 15, 2017, the American Educational
Research Association, American Statistical Association,
and Council of Professional Associations on Federal
Statistics gathered for a forum entitled, “The National
Center for Education Statistics: Commemorating

150 Years of Innovation—And Exploring Future
Opportunities.” The following is excerpted from the
introduction presented by Dr. Peggy Carr, Acting
Commissioner, National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES).

The first federal office of education was created in 1867
by Congress to collect “such statistics and facts as shall
show the condition and progress of education in the States
and territories and shall aid the people of the United
States in the establishment and maintenance of efficient
school systems.” Today, 150 years later, NCES is proud to
celebrate this mission and to continue to report on the
condition of education in the United States relative to
other nations with relevant, timely, and high quality data.

The U.S. Department of Education was created during a
period of rapid technological and economic and social
change, with the end of the Civil War, reconstruction, and
the Industrial Revolution. The first Morrill Land Grant

Act of 1862 granted federally controlled lands to states

to establish land grant colleges. Many states expanded
their free common schooling, and the Federal Freedman'’s
Bureau opened publicly funded schools across the

south, providing the opportunity of formal education

for the first time to many former slaves. At that time,
President Andrew Johnson signed the legislation creating
NCES. Educators have been advocating for decades for
the creation of an agency to monitor and report on the
condition and progress of the growing country’s education
system. During the annual meeting of the National
Association of School Superintendents in Washington, D.C.
in 1866, the superintendents drafted the bill [to create

a federal agency] and Congressman James A. Garfield

of Ohio, a former teacher who later became President,
championed the bill in the House. Henry Bernard, a
prominent Connecticut educator who advocated that the
1840 census gather data on illiteracy and on the existence
and condition of educational institutions, became the first
commissioner.

Over time there have been name changes, such as the
Bureau of Education and the Office of Education, and
changes in departments: the Department of Interior, then
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and
now the Department of Education.

From its beginning 150 years ago, NCES is now the third
largest of the 13 primary federal statistical agencies.

It is the source of education statistics for policymakers,
researchers, educators, parents, students and media.
NCES provides deeper insights into our educational
system through longitudinal surveys; reliable,
independent benchmarks for states, localities, and

the institutions across this country; and data for the
international benchmarkings.

To view the complete recording of “The National Center
for Education Statistics: Commemorating 150 Years of
Innovation—And Exploring Future Opportunities” forum,
visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]99BECLsr-M.
View the “Federal Education Data Collection:

Celebrating 150 Years” report at https://nces.ed.gov/
surveys/annualreports/pdf/Fed_Ed_Data_Collection
Celebrating_150_Years.pdf.

51147.0118


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J99BECLsr-M
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/annualreports/pdf/Fed_Ed_Data_Collection_Celebrating_150_Years.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/annualreports/pdf/Fed_Ed_Data_Collection_Celebrating_150_Years.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/annualreports/pdf/Fed_Ed_Data_Collection_Celebrating_150_Years.pdf
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