














IDAHO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

In the matter of the certificate of: Case No. 21719 

Gary L. Tonn, ADMINISTRATIVE CoMPLAINT 

Respondent 

Lisa Colon Durham, Chief Certification officer for the state of Idaho, alleges the 

following against Gary L. Tonn. 

GENERAL AVERMENTS 

The following general averments are adopted in each count below. 

1. The Professional Standards Commission (Commission) regulates teacher 

ccrtification in Idaho. 

2. The Chief Certification Officer is empowered to file an administrative complaint 

against the certificate of a teacher or other individual certified under the authority of the 

Idaho State Board of Education. Idaho Code g 33-1209. 

3. Gary L. Tonn (Mr. Torur) holds the following certificate and endorsements, 

issued under the authority of the Idaho State Board of Education: 

Standard Secondary Certificate with Biological Science 6-12, phvsical 
Education K-12, and Health 6-12 Endorserients - effective Sept6mber 1, 
2013 - valid until August 31, 2018. 

4. During the relevant time period, Mr. Tonn was employed by Nampa School 

District No. 131 as a teacher, and he taught at South Middle School. 

5. From approximately fuly 77,2077, until ]uly 79,2077, Mr. Tonn and a female 

shrdent at south Middle school exchanged text messages. To protect the student,s 

idcntity, she is referred to as Jane Doe. At the time of the text messages, Jane Doe was 12 

years old. 

5. During that eight-day period, there were a variety of topics discussed by Mr. 

Tonn and Jane Doe: 
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a. Mr. Tonn and Jane Doe requested photos of each other on multiple occasions; 

in one instance, Mr. Tonn requested a photo of Jane Doe in a bathing suit. 

b. On muitiple occasions, Mr. Tonn complimented Jane Doe, including 

remarking that she was beautiful, that she was special, that she made him feel 

good, and that he loved talking to her. 

c. On at least two occasions, Mr. Tonn invited ]ane Doe to participate in a 

tumbling or gymnastics class he was teaching for a private cheer company; in 

one instance, Mr. Tonn told ]ane Doe he could take her home if her mom 

dropped her off. 

d. On at least two occasions, Mr. Tonn and Jane Doe discussed her finding or 

having a boyfriend, and related subjects. 

e. In several text messages throughout the eight-day period, Mr. Tonn asked 

Jane Doe to delete the text messages or to keep them private. At least twice 

Mr. Tonn indicated that adults may not understand the text messages or 

relationship that he and Jane Doe shared. 

7. On July 27, 2077, Mr. Tonn submitted a letter to the Nampa School District 

informing the district that he was retiring from his teaching position as of that date. 

CoUNTI 

B. Mr. Tonn's conduct or course of conduct willfully violated a code of ethics 

principle, adopted by the Idaho State Board of Educarion. Idaho Code S 33-1208(1)(i). 

Specifically, Mr. Tonn violated Code of Ethics Principle II (Idaho Admin. Code r. 

08.02.02.076.03) ("A professional educator maintains a professional relationship wiih all 

students, both inside and outside the physical and virtual classroom.,,). 
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REQUEST FoR RELIEF 

The Chief Certification officer requests that the Commission grant the following 

relief, as permitted under Idaho Code gg 33-1208 and 33-1209. 

1. That if Mr. Tonn does not request a hearing, the Commission revoke Mr. Tonn's 

certificate. 

2. That if Mr. Tonn requests a hearing, a hearing be conducted before a hearing 

panel, where the Chief Certification Officer and Mr. Tonn may present evidence 

concerning the allegations in this Administrative Complain! to aid the hearing panel in 

determining whether Mr. Tonn's certificate should be disciplined and, if so, what 

discipline should be imposed. 

3. Any other relief that would be just under the circumstances. 

DArEDthis l5 ary otDpr}rnb( f .zotz. 

LISACoLoNDURHAM 
Chief Certification Officer 

Attorney for the 

Cl ief C er tification Oft'i cer 

Brian V. Church 
Deputy Attorney General 
PO Box 83720 

Boise, ID 83720-001.0 

(208) 334-2400 

brian.church@ag.idaho.gov 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEnesy cgnTry that on this /5 d,ay of 0,., o-0*.2017, Icausedtobe 
served a true and correct copy of the foregoing by the following method to: 

Gary L. Tonn 
1753 E. McKay Dr. 
Meridian, ID 83642 

Attorney for the 

Chief C er tifi c ation Offic er 

Brian V. Church 
Deputy Attorney General 
P.O. Box 83720 

lloise, ID 83720-00'10 

U.S. Mail 
Hand Delivery 
Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 
Overnight Mail 
Facsimile: 
Email: 

Eu.s. uuit 
!Uand Delivery 

ECertified Uaii neurn Receipt Requested 
f-l overnisht Mail 

f] ru.rir.,it"' (208) 8s4-8023 

f Email: 
brian.church@ag.idaho. gov 
leslie.gottsch@ag.idaho.gov 

Shannon H. Haas 
Program Specialist 
Idaho State Department of Education 
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NOTIFICATION OF PROCEDURAL RIGHTS 

The Professional Standards commission wishes to notify you of the following rights. 

An administrative action has been initiated against your certificate(s). Under Idaho 
Code $ 33-1209. if you wish to contest the allegations set forth in the administrative complaint, 
I ou must request a hearing. This request must be (1) made not more than 30 days after the date ol 
service (mailing) of the administrative complaint, (2) in writing, and (3) addressed to rhe state 
superintendent ofpublic instruction. Ifyou do not request a hearing or do not comply with the 
requirements for requesting a hearing, the allegations in this administrative complaint rvill 
be treated as admitted under ldaho Code $ 33-1209(3). 

In response to this administrative complaint, you may file an answer to this administrative 
complaint, but you must file the answer at least 30 days prior to the day ofthe hearing. 

You have the right to be represented by legal counsel, at your own expense, during this 
administrative proceeding. In addition, you are entitled to the issuance ofsubpoenas to compel the 
attendance of witnesses and the production ofbooks, documents, and other things relevant to the 
proceedings. 

This administrative proceeding is govemed by provisions ofthe Idaho Code, including the 
Idaho Administrative Procedure Act, and by provisions of the Idaho Administrative code, 
including the Idaho Rules of Administrative Procedure of the Attorney General that have been 
adopted by the Board of Education. You may access these laws and rules online or via the Idaho 
Slate Law Library. 

To request a hearing, you must deliver your request to the following address or fax number: 

Sherri Ybarra 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Re: Professional Standards Commission Hearing 
650 West State Street, Room 200 
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 
Telephone: (208) 332-6800 
Fac simi le : (208) 33 4-2228 

The State Department of Education receives mailed or hand-delivered documents between 
thc hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (mountain time) except saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 
The State Depa(ment of Education does permit the filing of facsimile copies of documents that 
do not exceed ten pages, provided that the facsimile transmission is legible and is received before 
5:00 p.m. on its due date. It shall be the responsibility of the filing party to verify with the staff oi 
thc State Department of Education that any facsimile transmission is successiully received and 
legible in its entirety. 
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