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_Respondent Affiliation

Answer Choices Responses

Local school board member 1.2% 36
Business leader 0.8% 23
Community member 5.4% 160
Legislator 0.1% 3
Parent 36.9% 1100
Superintendent/central office administrator 5.1% 151
Building principal/assistant principal 5.9% 175
Teacher 34.9% 1043
State Board of Education Member/Staff 0.2% 5
ISDE Staff 0.5% 14
Other 9.2% 275

Answered 2985

www.assessmentgroup.org 2



Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.2%		36

		Business leader		0.8%		23

		Community member		5.4%		160

		Legislator		0.1%		3

		Parent		36.9%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.1%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.9%		175

		Teacher		34.9%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.2%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.5%		14

		Other		9.2%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15%		172

		Agree		25%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22%		246

		Disagree		22%		250

		Strongly disagree		15%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		11%		159		19%		277		29%		433		42%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		35%		518		33%		495		24%		362		8%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15%		225		28%		418		37%		549		20%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9%		139		22%		334		42%		624		27%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		8%		118		19%		289		41%		622		31%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24%		359		33%		497		29%		431		14%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		8%		113		25%		374		39%		589		28%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		37%		553		35%		521		22%		333		6%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32%		482		35%		521		22%		332		11%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37%		554		33%		487		20%		293		11%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		15%		223		33%		492		36%		532		16%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		33%		492		36%		533		19%		289		12%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17%		259		35%		517		29%		435		19%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		48%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		32%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		10%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		7%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		10%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		12%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		17%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		17%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		38%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		10%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		25%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11%		221

		Mostly agree		34%		682

		Neither agree of disagree		23%		456

		Somewhat disagree		12%		238

		Strongly disagree		8%		165

		No opinion		12%		231

				Answered		1993

				Skipped		996



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1109	0.3422	0.2288	0.11940000000000001	8.2799999999999999E-2	0.1159	


More agree than dlsagree that
~—WIDA ACCESS is working

Q: The WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job
of measuring and monitoring progress toward English language proficiency.

Answer Choices Responses
Strongly agres . Strongly agree 6% 110
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Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		110

		Mostly agree		21%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		26%		509

		Somewhat disagree		10%		199

		Strongly disagree		9%		173

		No opinion		29%		574

				Answered		1991

				Skipped		998



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5199999999999999E-2	0.214	0.25569999999999998	9.9900000000000003E-2	8.6899999999999991E-2	0.2883	


Opinion is divided on the alternate assess
Wan adequate measure » for SWDs

Q:The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities.
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.47%		128

		Mostly agree		27.62%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		32.98%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20.03%		396

		Strongly disagree		12.90%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.21%		127

		Agree		34.36%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40.15%		707

		Disagree		13.06%		230

		Strongly disagree		5.22%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		22.64%		398

		Agree		38.74%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		11.77%		207

		Disagree		17.18%		302

		Strongly disagree		9.67%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20.13%		354

		Agree		38.03%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		15.69%		276

		Disagree		16.32%		287

		Strongly disagree		9.84%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		44.50%		785

		A bit more than necessary		30.56%		539

		About right		17.35%		306

		A bit less than necessary		1.98%		35

		Way too little		1.13%		20

		I don't know		4.48%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.21%		127

		Agree		34.36%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40.15%		707

		Disagree		13.06%		230

		Strongly disagree		5.22%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		22.64%		398

		Agree		38.74%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		11.77%		207

		Disagree		17.18%		302

		Strongly disagree		9.67%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20.13%		354

		Agree		38.03%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		15.69%		276

		Disagree		16.32%		287

		Strongly disagree		9.84%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		44.50%		785

		A bit more than necessary		30.56%		539

		About right		17.35%		306

		A bit less than necessary		1.98%		35

		Way too little		1.13%		20

		I don't know		4.48%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		22.64%		398

		Agree		38.74%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		11.77%		207

		Disagree		17.18%		302

		Strongly disagree		9.67%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20.13%		354

		Agree		38.03%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		15.69%		276

		Disagree		16.32%		287

		Strongly disagree		9.84%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		44.50%		785

		A bit more than necessary		30.56%		539

		About right		17.35%		306

		A bit less than necessary		1.98%		35

		Way too little		1.13%		20

		I don't know		4.48%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20.13%		354

		Agree		38.03%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		15.69%		276

		Disagree		16.32%		287

		Strongly disagree		9.84%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		44.50%		785

		A bit more than necessary		30.56%		539

		About right		17.35%		306

		A bit less than necessary		1.98%		35

		Way too little		1.13%		20

		I don't know		4.48%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		44.50%		785

		A bit more than necessary		30.56%		539

		About right		17.35%		306

		A bit less than necessary		1.98%		35

		Way too little		1.13%		20

		I don't know		4.48%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75.48%		1324

		3-5 hours		9.86%		173

		5-7 hours		0.34%		6

		As much time as necessary		14.31%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25.03%		441

		A bit more than necessary		26.62%		469

		About right		31.61%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2.44%		43

		Way too little		1.19%		21

		I don't know		13.11%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		9.63%		167

		A bit later than optimal		19.54%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25.07%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17.41%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9.28%		161

		No opinion		19.08%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.95%		103

		Agree		36.99%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		18.61%		322

		Disagree		17.23%		298

		Strongly disagree		7.80%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13.41%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		3.53%		61

		Agree		22.83%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		22.95%		397

		Disagree		23.58%		408

		Strongly disagree		14.45%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		12.66%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






. Idahoans don’t feel the sco
{ports provide actionable data

The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Strongly agree I Answer Choices Responses
Strongly agree 4% 61
Agree 23% 395
Agree - Neither agree or disagree 23% 397
Disagree 24% 408
Strongly disagree 14% 250
Neither agree Don't receive assessment results 13% 219
or disagree Answered 1730
Disagree
Strongly
disagree .

Don't receive
assessment...
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4.32%		75

		Agree		15.96%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		16.59%		288

		Disagree		29.32%		509

		Strongly disagree		29.21%		507

		Don't know		4.61%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33.20%		575

		Just enough		25.17%		436

		Not enough		18.53%		321

		Don't know		23.09%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






wur opini

~ on Its assessments Is:

Answer Choices Responses
Too much Too much 33% 5#5
Just enough 25% 436
Not enough 19% 321
Don't know 23% 400
JustenauEn Answered F432

Mot encugh

Cron't know

0

10% 20% 30% 0% 50% G0% TOW 80% 0% 100%



Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				5. Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		18.96%		298		26.65%		419		32.82%		516		11.13%		175		10.43%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		23.98%		377		23.79%		374		30.53%		480		14.12%		222		7.57%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27.21%		428		19.45%		306		24.79%		390		18.18%		286		10.36%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		29.88%		473		19.08%		302		20.47%		324		14.02%		222		16.55%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

1. Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	2. Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	3. Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	4. Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	5. Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31.16%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18.39%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17.19%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33.25%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 
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Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		34.53%		386

		Agree		41.68%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10.47%		117

		Disagree		9.12%		102

		Strongly disagree		4.20%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473
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From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






—Inyour opinion, a balanced

assessment system for science:

ANSWER CHOICES

Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as
well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment
practices

Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments),
but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators

Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the
entire system of assessment

Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all
assessments except those state tests required by federal law

Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use

TOTAL

RESPONSES
18.59% 301
13.77% 223
21.12% 342
29.40% 476
17.11% 277

1,619



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative
assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the joby:
Mand administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use
~ evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve
balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to
use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics*

Answer Choices Responses

Strongly agree _ Strongly agree 35% 386

Agree 42% 466

Neither agree or disagree 10% 117

Agree _ Disagree 9% 102

Strongly disagree 4% 47

Answered ks
Neither agree
or disagree
Disagree

Strongly l

disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

* Educators only



Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15.38%		172

		Agree		25.31%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22.00%		246

		Disagree		22.36%		250

		Strongly disagree		14.94%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






The emphasis and use of formative assessment in
. \ [ = . — ] o
/Idahﬂssessment System should beincreased, even if it

costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current
assessment system (educators only)

Answer Choices Responses
Strongly agree Strongly agree 15% B
Agree 25% 283
Neither agree or disagree 22% 246
Disagree 22% 250
Strongly disagree 15% 167
Answered 1118

Neither agree
or disagree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15%		172

		Agree		25%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22%		246

		Disagree		22%		250

		Strongly disagree		15%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				1. Not important				2. Somewhat important				3. Important				4. Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		10.65%		159		18.55%		277		29.00%		433		41.80%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		34.72%		518		33.18%		495		24.26%		362		7.84%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15.06%		225		27.98%		418		36.75%		549		20.21%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9.30%		139		22.34%		334		41.74%		624		26.62%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		7.87%		118		19.28%		289		41.49%		622		31.35%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24.08%		359		33.33%		497		28.91%		431		13.68%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		7.57%		113		25.07%		374		39.48%		589		27.88%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		36.97%		553		34.83%		521		22.26%		333		5.95%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32.31%		482		34.92%		521		22.25%		332		10.52%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37.16%		554		32.66%		487		19.65%		293		10.53%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14.96%		223		33.00%		492		35.68%		532		16.36%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		32.95%		492		35.70%		533		19.36%		289		11.99%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17.32%		259		34.58%		517		29.10%		435		19.00%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

1. Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	2. Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	3. Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	4. Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






In your opinion, wh

ould be the mal n pu
__the Idaho state assessment system?

e of

Not important Somewhat important Important Very important Total

Guide Daily Classroom Instruction — Use formative assessment
information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction
and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies. 11% 159 19% 277 29% 433 42% 624 1493
Grading — Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to
assign grades. 35% 518 33% 495 24% 362 8% AN 1492
Student Remediation — Use test results to review past instruction
provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test. 15% 225 28% 418 37% 549 20% 302 1494
Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program —
Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program,
determining areas of the instructional program that need to be
improved. 9% 139 22% 334 42% 624 27% 398 1495
Monitor Student Growth — Determine the progress or change in
performance of students over several years in school 8% 118 19% 289 41% 622 31% 470 1499
Student Certification — Use tests to determine if students have
completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program
completion. 24% 359 33% 497 29% 431 14% 204 1491
Parent/Guardian Reporting — Provide individual student
achievement information to parents and students 8% 113 25% 374 39% 589 28% 416 1492
Prediction — Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an
individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is
college readiness. 37% 553 35% 521 22% 333 6% 89 1496
Public Reporting about School Performance — Provide a public report
on the performance of schools and school districts in the state 32% 482 35% 521 22% 332 11% 15 1492
Educator Evaluation — Provide data for educator use to demonstrate
their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time. 37% 554 33% 487 20% 293 11% 157 1491
Program Evaluation — Use of test results to determine the
success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it. 15% 223 33% 492 36% 532 16% 244 1491
School Accountability — Hold educators or others responsible for the
performance of students or school programs. Provide information to
address federal and state accountability requirements 33% 492 36% 533 19% 289 12% 179 1493
Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance — Identify schools in
need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title | requirement. 17% 259 35% 517 29% 435 19% 284 1495

Answered 1502




Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15%		172

		Agree		25%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22%		246

		Disagree		22%		250

		Strongly disagree		15%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		11%		159		19%		277		29%		433		42%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		35%		518		33%		495		24%		362		8%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15%		225		28%		418		37%		549		20%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9%		139		22%		334		42%		624		27%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		8%		118		19%		289		41%		622		31%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24%		359		33%		497		29%		431		14%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		8%		113		25%		374		39%		589		28%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		37%		553		35%		521		22%		333		6%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32%		482		35%		521		22%		332		11%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37%		554		33%		487		20%		293		11%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		15%		223		33%		492		36%		532		16%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		33%		492		36%		533		19%		289		12%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17%		259		35%		517		29%		435		19%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		47.52%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8.46%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		31.59%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34.30%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46.00%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		9.98%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23.13%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		6.81%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		9.58%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		11.76%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24.26%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14.41%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22.21%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		16.79%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13.42%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		16.72%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15.27%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30.20%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14.34%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36.15%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8.26%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		37.87%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		9.98%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		13.55%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		24.92%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31.26%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






From the list below, select the three areas where you believe i |mprove
most ded in the Idaho state asses

Answer Choices Responses

Guide Daily Classroom Instruction — Use formative assessment information collected
from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their
learning strategies. 48% 719

Grading — Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades. 8% 128

Student Remediation — Use test results to review past instruction provided to
students, due to his or her performance on a test. 32% 478
Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program — Use summary data to
review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional

program that need to be improved. 34% 519
Monitor Student Growth — Determine the progress or change in performance of

students over several years in school. 46% 696
Student Certification — Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements

for promotion, graduation, or program completion. 10% 15
Parent/Guardian Reporting — Provide individual student achievement information to parents

and students 23% 350
Prediction — Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some

future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness. 7% 103
Public Reporting about School Performance — Provide a public report on the performance of

schools and school districts in the state 10% 145
Educator Evaluation — Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness,

including changes in student achievement over time. 12% 178
Program Evaluation — Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps

to suggest improvements in it. 24% 367

School Accountability — Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students
or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability

requirements 14% 28
Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance — Identify schools in need of assistance from the
state, an ESSA Title | requirement. 22% 336

Answered 1513




Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15%		172

		Agree		25%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22%		246

		Disagree		22%		250

		Strongly disagree		15%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		11%		159		19%		277		29%		433		42%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		35%		518		33%		495		24%		362		8%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15%		225		28%		418		37%		549		20%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9%		139		22%		334		42%		624		27%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		8%		118		19%		289		41%		622		31%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24%		359		33%		497		29%		431		14%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		8%		113		25%		374		39%		589		28%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		37%		553		35%		521		22%		333		6%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32%		482		35%		521		22%		332		11%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37%		554		33%		487		20%		293		11%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		15%		223		33%		492		36%		532		16%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		33%		492		36%		533		19%		289		12%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17%		259		35%		517		29%		435		19%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		48%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		32%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		10%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		7%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		10%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		12%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		17%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		17%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		38%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		10%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		25%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






From the list below, select the three areas where you belle

)ate)crssessment system is per ormi

Answer Choices Responses

Guide Daily Classroom Instruction — Use formative assessment information collected

from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their

learning strategies. 17% 254

Grading — Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades. 13% 203

Student Remediation — Use test results to review past instruction provided to students,

due to his or her performance on a test. 17% 253

Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program — Use summary data to

review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program

that need to be improved. 15% 23%

Monitor Student Growth — Determine the progress or change in performance of

students over several years in school. 30% 457

Student Certification — Use tests to determine if students have completed the

requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion. 14% 217

Parent/Guardian Reporting — Provide individual student achievement information

to parents and students 36% 547

Prediction — Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some

future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness. 8% $23

Public Reporting about School Performance — Provide a public report on the

performance of schools and school districts in the state 38% 573

Educator Evaluation — Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness,

including changes in student achievement over time. 10% 153

Program Evaluation — Use of test results to determine the success of a program and

perhaps to suggest improvements in it. 14% 205

School Accountability — Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of

students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state

accountability requirements 25% 377

Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance — Identify schools in need of

assistance from the state, an ESSA Title | requirement. 31% 473
Answered 3513



Question 1

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Local school board member		1.21%		36

		Business leader		0.77%		23

		Community member		5.36%		160

		Legislator		0.10%		3

		Parent		36.85%		1100

		Superintendent/central office administrator		5.06%		151

		Building principal/assistant principal		5.86%		175

		Teacher		34.94%		1043

		State Board of Education Member/Staff		0.17%		5

		ISDE Staff		0.47%		14

		Other		9.21%		275

				Answered		2985

				Skipped		0



Select your stakeholder role from the dropdown

Responses	Local school board member	Business leader	Community member	Legislator	Parent	Superintendent/central office administrator	Building principal/assistant principal	Teacher	State Board of Education Member/Staff	ISDE Staff	Other	1.21E-2	7.7000000000000002E-3	5.3600000000000002E-2	1E-3	0.36849999999999999	5.0599999999999999E-2	5.8600000000000013E-2	0.34939999999999999	1.6999999999999999E-3	4.6999999999999993E-3	9.2100000000000015E-2	

Question 2

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		31.75%		636

		Mostly agree		44.53%		892

		Neither agree or disagree		7.24%		145

		Somewhat disagree		9.19%		184

		Strongly disagree		6.19%		124

		No opinion		1.10%		22

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the ISAT mathematics, English language arts and science assessments used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3175	0.44529999999999997	7.2400000000000006E-2	9.1899999999999996E-2	6.1899999999999997E-2	1.0999999999999999E-2	

Question 3

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35.38%		708

		Mostly agree		40.08%		802

		Neither agree or disagree		7.60%		152

		Somewhat disagree		7.30%		146

		Strongly disagree		7.30%		146

		No opinion		2.35%		47

				Answered		2001

				Skipped		984



I understand the purposes and uses of the IRI assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.3538	0.40079999999999999	7.5999999999999998E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	7.2999999999999995E-2	2.35E-2	

Question 4

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		36.45%		730

		Mostly agree		40.44%		810

		Neither agree or disagree		8.64%		173

		Somewhat disagree		6.74%		135

		Strongly disagree		5.44%		109

		No opinion		2.30%		46

				Answered		2003

				Skipped		982



I understand the purposes and uses of the SAT assessment used in Idaho.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.36449999999999999	0.40439999999999998	8.6400000000000005E-2	6.7400000000000002E-2	5.4399999999999997E-2	2.3E-2	

Question 5

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		11.12%		221

		Mostly agree		34.21%		680

		Neither agree of disagree		22.84%		454

		Somewhat disagree		11.97%		238

		Strongly disagree		8.30%		165

		No opinion		11.57%		230

				Answered		1988

				Skipped		997



The ISAT English language arts assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.11119999999999999	0.34210000000000002	0.22839999999999999	0.1197	8.3000000000000004E-2	0.1157	

Question 6

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		10.27%		204

		Mostly agree		31.45%		625

		Neither agree of disagree		22.80%		453

		Somewhat disagree		13.44%		267

		Strongly disagree		9.81%		195

		No opinion		12.23%		243

				Answered		1987

				Skipped		998



The ISAT mathematics assessment is well aligned with the Idaho content standards.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	0.1027	0.3145	0.22800000000000001	0.13439999999999999	9.8100000000000007E-2	0.12230000000000001	

Question 7

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5.54%		110

		Mostly agree		21.45%		426

		Neither agree of disagree		25.48%		506

		Somewhat disagree		10.02%		199

		Strongly disagree		8.71%		173

		No opinion		28.80%		572

				Answered		1986

				Skipped		999



The Idaho WIDA ACCESS English language proficiency assessment does a good job of measuring and monitoring student’s progress toward English language proficiency.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	5.5399999999999998E-2	0.2145	0.25480000000000003	0.1002	8.7100000000000011E-2	0.28799999999999998	

Question 8

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		5%		97

		Mostly agree		17%		335

		Neither agree of disagree		24%		485

		Somewhat disagree		11%		210

		Strongly disagree		15%		296

		No opinion		28%		561

				Answered		1984

				Skipped		1001



The ISAT Alternate Assessment is an adequate measure for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree of disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	No opinion	4.8899999999999999E-2	0.16889999999999999	0.2445	0.10580000000000001	0.1492	0.2828	

Question 9

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		128

		Mostly agree		28%		546

		Neither agree or disagree		33%		652

		Somewhat disagree		20%		396

		Strongly disagree		13%		255

				Answered		1977

				Skipped		1008



The ISAT English language arts assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.4699999999999994E-2	0.2762	0.32979999999999998	0.20030000000000001	0.129	

Question 10

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6.81%		135

		Mostly agree		26.86%		532

		Neither agree or disagree		32.05%		635

		Somewhat disagree		20.90%		414

		Strongly disagree		13.38%		265

				Answered		1981

				Skipped		1004



The ISAT mathematics assessment provides an appropriate range of accessibility options and accommodations to meet the needs of all students, students with disabilities, and English Learners.

Responses	Strongly agree	Mostly agree	Neither agree or disagree	Somewhat disagree	Strongly disagree	6.8099999999999994E-2	0.26860000000000001	0.32050000000000001	0.20899999999999999	0.1338	

Question 11

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7%		127

		Agree		34%		605

		Neither agree or disagree		40%		707

		Disagree		13%		230

		Strongly disagree		5%		92

				Answered		1761

				Skipped		1224



The ISAT mathematics assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.2099999999999997E-2	0.34360000000000002	0.40150000000000002	0.13059999999999999	5.2200000000000003E-2	

Question 12

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		7.49%		132

		Agree		35.36%		623

		Neither agree or disagree		38.59%		680

		Disagree		13.11%		231

		Strongly disagree		5.45%		96

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The ISAT English language arts assessment contains an appropriate mix of item types.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	7.4900000000000008E-2	0.35360000000000003	0.38590000000000002	0.13109999999999999	5.45E-2	

Question 13

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		23%		398

		Agree		39%		681

		Neither agree or disagree		12%		207

		Disagree		17%		302

		Strongly disagree		10%		170

				Answered		1758

				Skipped		1227



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on testing time.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.22639999999999999	0.38740000000000002	0.1177	0.17180000000000001	9.6699999999999994E-2	

Question 14

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		20%		354

		Agree		38%		669

		Neither agree or disagree		16%		276

		Disagree		16%		287

		Strongly disagree		10%		173

				Answered		1759

				Skipped		1226



It is important that state assessments contain a mix of item types, regardless of the impact on cost.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.20130000000000001	0.38030000000000003	0.15690000000000001	0.16320000000000001	9.8400000000000001E-2	

Question 15

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		45%		785

		A bit more than necessary		31%		539

		About right		17%		306

		A bit less than necessary		2%		35

		Way too little		1%		20

		I don't know		4%		79

				Answered		1764

				Skipped		1221



The amount of time Idaho students spend on the state assessments during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.44500000000000001	0.30559999999999998	0.17349999999999999	1.9800000000000002E-2	1.1299999999999999E-2	4.4800000000000013E-2	

Question 16

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		0-2 hours		75%		1324

		3-5 hours		10%		173

		5-7 hours		0%		6

		As much time as necessary		14%		251

				Answered		1754

				Skipped		1231



In your opinion, what is an appropriate amount of time a student should spend on an individual assessment in one content area to determine if he or she has mastered the subjects’ content standards at the end of the school year?

Responses	0-2 hours	3-5 hours	5-7 hours	As much time as necessary	0.75480000000000003	9.8599999999999993E-2	3.3999999999999998E-3	0.1431	

Question 17

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Way too much		25%		441

		A bit more than necessary		27%		469

		About right		32%		557

		A bit less than necessary		2%		43

		Way too little		1%		21

		I don't know		13%		231

				Answered		1762

				Skipped		1223



The amount of time Idaho students spend on district-selected tests (as opposed to state mandated tests) during a year is:

Responses	Way too much	A bit more than necessary	About right	A bit less than necessary	Way too little	I don't know	0.25030000000000002	0.26619999999999999	0.31609999999999999	2.4400000000000002E-2	1.1900000000000001E-2	0.13109999999999999	

Question 18

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		At the right time to meet the intended value		10%		167

		A bit later than optimal		20%		339

		Too late to be of maximum value		25%		435

		Too late to be much use at all		17%		302

		Does not matter as test results are not seriously used		9%		161

		No opinion		19%		331

				Answered		1735

				Skipped		1250



The results of the ISAT summative year-end tests are returned:

Responses	At the right time to meet the intended value	A bit later than optimal	Too late to be of maximum value	Too late to be much use at all	Does not matter as test results are not seriously used	No opinion	9.6300000000000011E-2	0.19539999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.1741	9.2799999999999994E-2	0.1908	

Question 19

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		6%		103

		Agree		37%		640

		Neither agree or disagree		19%		322

		Disagree		17%		298

		Strongly disagree		8%		135

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		232

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive are easy to understand.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.36990000000000001	0.18609999999999999	0.17230000000000001	7.8E-2	0.1341	

Question 20

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		61

		Agree		23%		395

		Neither agree or disagree		23%		397

		Disagree		24%		408

		Strongly disagree		14%		250

		Don't receive assessment results		13%		219

				Answered		1730

				Skipped		1255



The ISAT score reports I receive provide actionable data.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't receive assessment results	3.5299999999999998E-2	0.2283	0.22950000000000001	0.23580000000000001	0.14449999999999999	0.12659999999999999	

Question 21

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		4%		75

		Agree		16%		277

		Neither agree or disagree		17%		288

		Disagree		29%		509

		Strongly disagree		29%		507

		Don't know		5%		80

				Answered		1736

				Skipped		1249



Students are motivated to do their best on state assessments.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Don't know	4.3200000000000002E-2	0.15959999999999999	0.16589999999999999	0.29320000000000002	0.29210000000000003	4.6100000000000002E-2	

Question 22

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Too much		33%		575

		Just enough		25%		436

		Not enough		19%		321

		Don't know		23%		400

				Answered		1732

				Skipped		1253



In your opinion, Idaho’s spending on its assessments is:

Responses	Too much	Just enough	Not enough	Don't know	0.33200000000000002	0.25169999999999998	0.18529999999999999	0.23089999999999999	

Question 23

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The next Idaho science assessment should include

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Essential				Total

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		19%		298		27%		419		33%		516		11%		175		10%		164		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		24%		377		24%		374		31%		480		14%		222		8%		119		1572

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		27%		428		19%		306		25%		390		18%		286		10%		163		1573

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		30%		473		19%		302		20%		324		14%		222		17%		262		1583

																						Answered		1608

																						Skipped		1377



The next Idaho science assessment should include

Not important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.18959999999999999	0.23980000000000001	0.27210000000000001	0.29880000000000001	Somewhat important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.26650000000000001	0.2379	0.19450000000000001	0.1908	Important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.32819999999999999	0.30530000000000002	0.24790000000000001	0.20469999999999999	Very important	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1113	0.14119999999999999	0.18179999999999999	0.14019999999999999	Essential	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.1043	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.1036	0.16550000000000001	

Question 24

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Only a summative/year-end assessment		31%		493

		A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments		18%		291

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices		17%		272

		A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments		33%		526

				Answered		1582

				Skipped		1403



Which item in the previous list is most important to you?

Responses	Only a summative/year-end assessment	A summative/year-end assessment and interim/benchmark assessments	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, and training in formative assessment practices	A summative/year-end assessment, interim/benchmark assessments, training in formative assessment practices, and project-based performance assessments	0.31159999999999999	0.18390000000000001	0.1719	0.33250000000000002	

Question 25

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices		18.58%		300

		Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators		13.75%		222

		Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment		21.11%		341

		Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law		29.47%		476

		Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use		17.09%		276

				Answered		1615

				Skipped		1370



In your opinion, a balanced assessment system for science:

Responses	Should be implemented at the state level (annual and interim assessments) as well as providing help to local educators to learn about formative assessment practices	Should be partially supported at the state level (annual and interim assessments), but leave learning about formative assessment up to local educators	Should be implemented with state and district personnel collaborating on the entire system of assessment	Is a good idea in theory but local districts should remain in control of all assessments except those state tests required by federal law	Is not worth the time and cost to develop and use	0.18579999999999999	0.13750000000000001	0.21110000000000001	0.29470000000000002	0.1709	

Question 26

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Are you an educator?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Yes		69.21%		1151

		No		30.79%		512

				Answered		1663

				Skipped		1322



Are you an educator?

Responses	Yes	No	0.69209999999999994	0.30790000000000001	

Question 27

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to shape daily instruction in order to achieve balance in the overall assessment system. Students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		35%		386

		Agree		42%		466

		Neither agree or disagree		10%		117

		Disagree		9%		102

		Strongly disagree		4%		47

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



Too few educators learn about classroom assessment, especially formative assessment practices, in their pre-service program (or while on the job). Educators and administrators need to learn how to plan for, collect, and use evidence of student learning to

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.3453	0.4168	0.1047	9.1199999999999989E-2	4.2000000000000003E-2	

Question 28

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Strongly agree		15%		172

		Agree		25%		283

		Neither agree or disagree		22%		246

		Disagree		22%		250

		Strongly disagree		15%		167

				Answered		1118

				Skipped		1867



The emphasis and use of formative assessment in the Idaho Assessment System should be increased, even if it costs more money than Idaho is spending on its current assessment system.

Responses	Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	0.15379999999999999	0.25309999999999999	0.22	0.22359999999999999	0.14940000000000001	

Question 29

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

				Not important				Somewhat important				Important				Very important				Total

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		11%		159		19%		277		29%		433		42%		624		1493

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		35%		518		33%		495		24%		362		8%		117		1492

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		15%		225		28%		418		37%		549		20%		302		1494

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		9%		139		22%		334		42%		624		27%		398		1495

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school		8%		118		19%		289		41%		622		31%		470		1499

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		24%		359		33%		497		29%		431		14%		204		1491

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		8%		113		25%		374		39%		589		28%		416		1492

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		37%		553		35%		521		22%		333		6%		89		1496

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		32%		482		35%		521		22%		332		11%		157		1492

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		37%		554		33%		487		20%		293		11%		157		1491

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		15%		223		33%		492		36%		532		16%		244		1491

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		33%		492		36%		533		19%		289		12%		179		1493

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		17%		259		35%		517		29%		435		19%		284		1495

																		Answered		1502

																		Skipped		1483



In your opinion, what should be the main purpose of the Idaho state assessment system? (Rate each item on a 1-4 scale, with 1 being not important, and 4 being very important)

Not important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1065	0.34720000000000001	0.15060000000000001	9.3000000000000013E-2	7.8700000000000006E-2	0.24079999999999999	7.5700000000000003E-2	0.36969999999999997	0.3231	0.37159999999999999	0.14960000000000001	0.32950000000000002	0.17319999999999999	Somewhat important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.1855	0.33179999999999998	0.27979999999999999	0.22339999999999999	0.1928	0.33329999999999999	0.25069999999999998	0.3483	0.34920000000000001	0.32659999999999989	0.33	0.35699999999999998	0.3458	Important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.28999999999999998	0.24260000000000001	0.36749999999999999	0.41739999999999999	0.41489999999999999	0.28910000000000002	0.39479999999999998	0.22259999999999999	0.2225	0.19650000000000001	0.35680000000000001	0.19359999999999999	0.29099999999999998	Very important	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.41799999999999998	7.8399999999999997E-2	0.2021	0.26619999999999999	0.3135	0.1368	0.27879999999999999	5.9499999999999997E-2	0.1052	0.1053	0.1636	0.11990000000000001	0.19	

Question 30

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		48%		719

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		8%		128

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		32%		478

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		34%		519

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		46%		696

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		10%		151

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		23%		350

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		7%		103

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		10%		145

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		12%		178

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		24%		367

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		14%		218

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		22%		336

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe improvement is most needed in the Idaho state assessment system.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.47520000000000001	8.4600000000000009E-2	0.31590000000000001	0.34300000000000003	0.46	9.98E-2	0.23130000000000001	6.8099999999999994E-2	9.5799999999999996E-2	0.1176	0.24260000000000001	0.14410000000000001	0.22209999999999999	

Question 31

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

		Answer Choices		Responses

		Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.		17%		254

		Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.		13%		203

		Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.		17%		253

		Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.		15%		231

		Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.		30%		457

		Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.		14%		217

		Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students		36%		547

		Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.		8%		125

		Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state		38%		573

		Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.		10%		151

		Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.		14%		205

		School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements		25%		377

		Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.		31%		473

				Answered		1513

				Skipped		1472



From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best.

Responses	Guide Daily Classroom Instruction – Use formative assessment information collected from students to adjust ongoing instruction and for students to use to adjust their learning strategies.	Grading – Use tests to determine the extent of student learning and to assign grades.	Student Remediation – Use test results to review past instruction provided to students, due to his or her performance on a test.	Review and Improve the School/District Instructional Program – Use summary data to review the school’s instructional program, determining areas of the instructional program that need to be improved.	Monitor Student Growth – Determine the progress or change in performance of students over several years in school.	Student Certification – Use tests to determine if students have completed the requirements for promotion, graduation, or program completion.	Parent/Guardian Reporting – Provide individual student achievement information to parents and students	Prediction – Use test results to predict the likelihood of success of an individual in some future activity or endeavor. A special case of this is college readiness.	Public Reporting about School Performance – Provide a public report on the performance of schools and school districts in the state	Educator Evaluation – Provide data for educator use to demonstrate their effectiveness, including changes in student achievement over time.	Program Evaluation – Use of test results to determine the success of a program and perhaps to suggest improvements in it.	School Accountability – Hold educators or others responsible for the performance of students or school programs. Provide information to address federal and state accountability requirements	Identify Schools in Need of State Assistance – Identify schools in need of assistance from the state, an ESSA Title I requirement.	0.16789999999999999	0.13420000000000001	0.16719999999999999	0.1527	0.30199999999999999	0.1434	0.36149999999999999	8.2599999999999993E-2	0.37869999999999998	9.98E-2	0.13550000000000001	0.2492	0.31259999999999999	

Question 32

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		What assessment topics would you like to learn more about?

		Answer Choices		Responses

		A.		100.00%		355

		B.		53.80%		191

		C.		30.42%		108

		D.		14.08%		50

				Answered		355

				Skipped		2630

		Respondents		Response Date		A.		Categories		B.		Categories		C.		Categories		D.		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Why does the district not use an effective formative tool like edifyAssess?

		2		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		Formative assessments

		3		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		health/education

		4		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		How results alter teaching plans in a timely manner for each class or student in particular.

		5		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		How are assessment tests internally evaluated by test originators				What is the current instruction model to educators preparing students for a state or national exam				How are school districts doing on a state level with standardized testing required by federal statutes and state laws

		6		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		I’m curious what other states are doing and how does it compair to Idaho 				Prediction 

		7		Feb 15 2018 06:55 AM		Interim Assessments ELA and Math

		8		Feb 14 2018 09:32 PM		Practice assessments 

		9		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		How do I get reports showing my students' results in all areas

		10		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		how to use formative assessments to drive individual student instruction

		11		Feb 14 2018 03:59 PM		Making sure assements are valid, and certified to test what they are purported to test				That we are not teaching to a test, but allowing educators to use their resources wisely 

		12		Feb 14 2018 03:13 PM		Use in guidance to appropriate remediation				How assessments guide classroom teaching

		13		Feb 14 2018 01:45 PM		Interim Assessments: How to effectively use results to drive instruction				How to interpret ISAT results in a way that determines specifically what a student needs				Line item analysis of test results; is that a possibility on ISATs?

		14		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		Writing quality test questions for use in formative and summative assessments.

		15		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Based on the assessments, what are the teachers doing?  Do they change the way they teach?				What does the district office do with this information?  				Do you think this testing actually prepares them for SAT/ACT exams.  				I would like to see a breakdown of SAT scores from my HS, compared with State and National.   

		16		Feb 14 2018 10:44 AM		Formative vs. Summative Assessment in the classroom related to State Assessments				Repeat assessments for mastery, opportunity to correct mistakes

		17		Feb 14 2018 07:35 AM		Mastery and competency ed				Student ownership of learning (motivation) through assessment				Assessment when ready or demonstrated readiness				Performance-based assessment

		18		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		Alternative ISAT				Science

		19		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Research that shows we should focus on this compared to other factors that would impact student learning

		20		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		the accuracy of the scoring

		21		Feb 13 2018 05:26 PM		Common formative

		22		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		None

		23		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		How do these tests really help the students.				How is this an accurate benchmark for how the teachers teach the information.				How up to date are these tests?				How do they help the students preform better in school?

		24		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		It doesn't seem like the ISAT test is a diagnostic test; how can it help with knowing what a student needs to learn?

		25		Feb 13 2018 12:58 PM		Common formative assessments

		26		Feb 13 2018 11:38 AM		State assessment years given and why				How students and educators work together to make learning successful				Find relevancy for State/Federal assessments

		27		Feb 13 2018 11:36 AM		Istation and if it is replacing IRI

		28		Feb 13 2018 11:04 AM		Why/how the tests are written and why educators are not part of the teams that create them				Why the state pays millions of dollars to a company to create tests that are not grade level approriate.				If a sophomore is taking Algebra I and must take the ISAT, he/she is apparently testing over material that students normally might see in geometry or Algebra II.How is that a fair assessment of student achievement? 

		29		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		On the fly formative assessments

		30		Feb 13 2018 10:35 AM		Monitor Student Growth				Performance Based Assessments				Evaluating Programs

		31		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		What truly is the importance of putting our students through such a laborious test?				Maybe students just aren't test takers, and therefore don't show what they know on the test.

		32		Feb 13 2018 09:23 AM		The new IRI

		33		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		Math

		34		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		How can these assessments be used for accountability for Educators?				How much overhead is being used for the assessments?

		35		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		Do educators make the tests or do testing companies? 

		36		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		Parents need to see the tests. 				Too much classroom time spent on test preparation. 				Federal Government has no business telling teachers how to do their jobs. 				These tests don't help kids learn what they need for life. 

		37		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		38		Feb 13 2018 06:34 AM		The new IRI format and practice for students. 

		39		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		alternate assessments

		40		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		Please include more audio for kids who need assistance

		41		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		Why you should not tie student performance to teacher effectiveness.  				Use of multiple assessment measures				Standards based grading and the appropriate assessments that go along.

		42		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		SAT 

		43		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		How other countries, not testing, quantify the knowledge of students.

		44		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		IT				Foreign Languages				Future Products				Business Opportunities

		45		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		Using short assessments to get the most information in the least amount of time. 

		46		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA				NA				NA				NA

		47		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		all of them

		48		Feb 12 2018 11:25 AM		Public Reporting of School Performance				Program Evaluations				Identify schools in need

		49		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Mastery-based assessment				Assessment using performance tasks/project-based assessment				Establishing effective formative assessment procedures				How to effectively move away from summative assessments

		50		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test?				Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA or science knowledge.

		51		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		Professional Learning Communitees				Use of assessment for feedback and feedforward				Use of assessment for instruction and learning				Mastery-Based Learning

		52		Feb 12 2018 07:41 AM		all since we see them if in other curriculum

		53		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Providing support for test taking for students new to ISAT - 3rd graders

		54		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stop wasting time trying to help me do my job.  You get in the way.

		55		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Nada				Nothing				Zilch				None

		56		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		Mathematics				History				Science

		57		Feb 11 2018 06:57 PM		State wide training on how to use Alternate Assessment results in daily instruction of our students with the most significant disabilities.				Training of our special education teachers on how to use ISAT Interim Test to guide their daily instruction and use of accessibility tools. 

		58		Feb 11 2018 06:27 PM		Interim assessments				How to help teachers to use interim assessments to show teacher progress in instruction

		59		Feb 11 2018 05:34 PM		School emphasis on test results more than on teaching				Action plan to raise education standards

		60		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		Assessments for young language learners				Assessments to support young writers

		61		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		Why don’t we limit HS state assessment to SAT only?

		62		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		college readiness

		63		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		None

		64		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		Predicative value of ISAT				Remediation due to ISAT				School performance on ISAT

		65		Feb 11 2018 09:05 AM		Formative assessments

		66		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		reading comprehension

		67		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Guided practice 

		68		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		how can we get the results sooner?

		69		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		The new IRI				ISAT

		70		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		wondering what the SDE's ideas are about the possibility of building capacity for improved formative assessment use and project based assessment practices within schools.

		71		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		Math 				Language arts				Reading comprehension 				Writing 

		72		Feb 09 2018 07:12 PM		How much time away from actual teaching is impaired by this testing. 

		73		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Isat

		74		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		Science standards				Science standards and implementation in the classroom

		75		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		Formative Assessments				Test items on the assessments				Want to see the test itselt

		76		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		How the assessment results are used.				How does the system incorporate the environment in which students are assessed. 				How could the assessment system improve if appropriate funding was provided. 

		77		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		What types of items are on the ISATs

		78		Feb 09 2018 02:40 PM		How to differentiate instruction				How to use interim block assessments to analyze student learning

		79		Feb 09 2018 02:39 PM		 None

		80		Feb 09 2018 02:06 PM		Writing/developing higher DOK questions				Consistency in grading practices

		81		Feb 09 2018 01:59 PM		Formative assessment in the overall education program.

		82		Feb 09 2018 01:53 PM		The impact testing has had on student growth and achievement.				The impact of Federal and State mandated assessments have on teacher morale.				The purpose of testing beyond punishing low performing schools.

		83		Feb 09 2018 01:49 PM		Formative 				Summative 				Best practices with technology 

		84		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		Which assessments give data that actually help teachers instruct				How can you ask a third grader to type a constructed response and have it be used?				SBAC: too long, kids don't care, results don't help but let's keep doing it.				What do you do with students who check out after the SBAC is over in April?

		85		Feb 09 2018 01:36 PM		New IRI assessment

		86		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		Formative Assessment				using state test data in my classroom

		87		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Reading across the curriculum-how to help all classes learn how to closely read and use a text. 

		88		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		What level of involvement does the SDE really have in providing input to a school in how to improve a program?

		89		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Student growth--				Providing feedback to parents and students--

		90		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		Effective, research-based grading practices.				Alignment of mathematics content standards to the ISAT, especially in:  7th, 8th & 10th grade.

		91		Feb 09 2018 11:35 AM		Remediation for student who struggle				Different levels of assessment

		92		Feb 09 2018 11:20 AM		Formative techniques				Summative techniques

		93		Feb 09 2018 10:47 AM		IRI

		94		Feb 09 2018 10:45 AM		Validity of the assessments				Teacher impact 				Administration responsibility and accountability to the parents and staff

		95		Feb 09 2018 10:25 AM		Educator/teacher performance 

		96		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Math and Science				Reading				Student Performance Monitoring

		97		Feb 09 2018 09:59 AM		Remediation

		98		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		how the district or state can help educators with students that are not performing at grade level

		99		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Types of questions				Cost of test implementation				Why Winter IRI isn’t done for first grade				Time ISAT takes tonimplement

		100		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		Alternative assessments 				How to eliminate ISAT

		101		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		How they can be simplified to allow teachers to teach and kids to learn and be kids.

		102		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		MAP Assessments for RTI- does the district provide this tool for teachers still?				How many of Luna's former staff are working for Smarter Balanced Assessments?				Why isn't Idaho using PARC assessments?				Does the current ISAT system have a progress monitoring component?

		103		Feb 09 2018 09:17 AM		Analyzing assessment results to help guide instruction in the classroom.

		104		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		Math

		105		Feb 09 2018 08:55 AM		none

		106		Feb 09 2018 08:06 AM		Other kinds of assessing besides cookie cutter, institutionalized, one size fits all testing

		107		Feb 09 2018 07:51 AM		Formative assessment				Remediation strategies

		108		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		None

		109		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Do the current test actually prove that students are learning?				If the test are improving whey do we keep lagging behind other nations?

		110		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		none

		111		Feb 09 2018 07:25 AM		none

		112		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		Grading practices

		113		Feb 09 2018 07:08 AM		Why teachers are held accountable for students learning when there is no parental support.				Remediation guidelines for students when there is no extra time in the day.

		114		Feb 09 2018 06:56 AM		Formative Assessments

		115		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		How much does Idaho spends per student compared to higher performing states?				Interesting survey when all related to IDAHO State and not West Ada’s interpretations of standards, assessments, evaluations				Are parents aware that if their children are not proficient on the ISAT in Elementary that electives are eliminated or reduced in Middle School? Do all districts in IDAHO do this to their students?

		116		Feb 09 2018 06:44 AM		relevance of test scores as opposed to english language proficiency				writing test questions

		117		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		standardized validity/ normed tests 				standardized test development

		118		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		Math				Science				English

		119		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		ISAT

		120		Feb 09 2018 06:32 AM		cost effectiveness				teaching time vs testing time				is teaching to the test a goal?

		121		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		Alternate assessments for students 

		122		Feb 08 2018 10:26 PM		ISAT				IRI

		123		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Freedom from federal and state assessments				Learning without "standardized" testing burdens on classrooms				Real, teacher-developed observational assessments of individual students				Less focus on "standardized" testing shenanigans and more focus on actual learning

		124		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Science				History				World geography 				World politics and history

		125		Feb 08 2018 09:37 PM		None

		126		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		None

		127		Feb 08 2018 07:28 PM		science 

		128		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		None

		129		Feb 08 2018 06:50 PM		Native American Culture 				Native Languages				Navajo Code Talkers 				Health

		130		Feb 08 2018 06:49 PM		Allow parents to have some say in what subject will be taught in schools 				Do not allow teachers to instill their own dogma into their classroom. Leave morals to be taught at home				Don’t use newspapers articles or celebrity-made videos to be used as “scientific data” 

		131		Feb 08 2018 06:33 PM		Understanding the ISAT results				Teaching students how to compose written responses that the evaluators are looking for

		132		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		Where the money used for pointless tests could be better spent.				If requiring tests, how to shorten the wasted classroom time on taking them.

		133		Feb 08 2018 05:55 PM		Science				Technology				Math

		134		Feb 08 2018 05:38 PM		Formative Assessment

		135		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		Why are students so lazy 				How can you motivate students 				Why do kids not care 				How do you get kids to try

		136		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		Nothing

		137		Feb 08 2018 05:13 PM		How much testing is too much?				Is building instruction around a test our true goal?				Can we go back to MAP testing so we can see our true impact as educators during the year we teach?				Would it be possible to make the ISAT reports more organized, by standard, with quick reports that allow you to print out information about one standard and who met/did not all at once?  The reporting system takes hours to get all the information you want.  Not user-friendly and a deterrent to actually using the data.

		138		Feb 08 2018 04:45 PM		science				math

		139		Feb 08 2018 04:41 PM		Show student growth				Guide instruction				Evaluate programs

		140		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Why don't we see the scores until the next year?				Why is so much money spent on testing instead of on students?				If this is truly a good thing why do you have to push it so hard?

		141		Feb 08 2018 04:10 PM		Project-based assessments/scoring using rubrics				Allowing EL students to not take state-mandated tests until intermediate language proficiency

		142		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Using interim assessment to guide instruction

		143		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		How to not test kids to death

		144		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		science standards actual impact on instruction

		145		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		alternatives to tests as forms of assessment for report cards

		146		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		How to make the assessment developmentally appropriate for the child

		147		Feb 08 2018 03:44 PM		Istation IRI

		148		Feb 08 2018 02:36 PM		How to use the test results to modify and reteach unlearned lesson content.				Time management to go with assessment and modifying teaching through the assessment.

		149		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		creating benchmarks and using them to assess progress and monitor student growth

		150		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		Using assessment to guide instruction				Interpreting test results				New science standards				Accountability for k-4 science on 5th grade ISAT

		151		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		N				N				N				N

		152		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		What to do about students with test anxiety				Why can't special education students take tests at their ability level?				How to deal with behaviors i.e. refusals or lack of trying during testing				How to motivate students to do their best when they are sick of tests.

		153		Feb 08 2018 10:09 AM		Assessments related to Mastery Learning				Validity of various assessment measures				Reliability of various assessment measures				Resources to create various formative assessments

		154		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		How the state is planning to use testing?				Making up their mind about ISAT/SBAC				The Alternative assessment				Formative and summative assessment

		155		Feb 08 2018 08:45 AM		Formative Assessment 				Common Formative Assessments				Comprehensive Assessment Plans

		156		Feb 08 2018 08:35 AM		training for teachers on the ABCTE path to certification				Accuplacer testing

		157		Feb 08 2018 08:22 AM		How legislators are assessed in their performance, funding, and valuing of public education

		158		Feb 08 2018 07:36 AM		All topics				Questions,examples				Instructions for the test

		159		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Assessment vocabulary for students				All of the acronyms of the tests

		160		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		alternate assessments to the ISAT/SBAC for the state of Idaho

		161		Feb 07 2018 03:33 PM		staff training for turning data into instruction				simplified understanding of tests results 				availability of reports				demonstrating how testing directly correlates to instructional standards

		162		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		SWD testing				Alternate Assessment

		163		Feb 07 2018 03:03 PM		Where the data is stored				What alternatives are out there.

		164		Feb 07 2018 02:10 PM		More project based learning 				More of incorporating different subjects together rather than isolated

		165		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		ISAT reporting and the separation between CAT and performance task results				Limiting state + district testing requirements and time				istation pilot results and actionable data options

		166		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		How to identify which standards my students don't understand based on ISAT scores				Formative assessments				Alignment of standards to assessment				Use of data inside the portal

		167		Feb 07 2018 12:02 PM		Using test results to predict future success/				How it monitors the progress of students change over the years.

		168		Feb 07 2018 11:56 AM		Why does this district/state not use NWEA growth assessments?

		169		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		Formative assessments--using them to drive instruction

		170		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		How to break down test scores to determine areas of need for remediation.				How high-stakes testing benefits students & schools.

		171		Feb 07 2018 08:59 AM		Using test results to inform instruction.				A good system for monitoring progress of students in mathematics.

		172		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		time preparing for the tests				time to take the tests

		173		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		none

		174		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		School evaluations				teacher evaluations				state rankings in education 

		175		Feb 07 2018 07:45 AM		The new IRI				Math screening for K-2

		176		Feb 07 2018 07:21 AM		Science				Math				Practical application

		177		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Progress monitoring tests are a waste of time and not useful

		178		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		None

		179		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Science assessment in lower grades				New IRI testing				Best practices to get students to proficiency

		180		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		Other options for testing

		181		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		english

		182		Feb 06 2018 07:21 PM		Using assessments to guide my instruction				Effectiveness of my instruction

		183		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		None

		184		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		School accountability 				Teacher accountability 				Teacher evaluation 				Daily class accountability 

		185		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		Test taking anxiety				Preparing students without missing out of other subjects				Value of other subject areas not tested				How other subjects help students

		186		Feb 06 2018 05:57 PM		SAT vs ACT

		187		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		I don't even know what questions are on the test.				I don't know what variety/no variety is on the tests.				One test score is not a predictor for success.

		188		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		Istation				Esl language evaluations remediation

		189		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		How can the ISAT testing be used to guide instruction when the results come after the school year is completed?

		190		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		What is being tested exactly - currently we are not allowed to know - which is so stupid. 				How to break down the data received to know what areas of instruction need to be improved.				How to get the data in a more timely manner?  				What questions are missed?  If we could see the questions missed - we could know what areas are lacking in the instruction.

		191		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		Research about the use of state assessments to monitor third grade progress.				The effects of assessments done electronically versus paper and pencil, especially for children in primary grades. 

		192		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		What formative assessments are used daily in child’s classroom?				Who is authorized to evaluate the yearly testing				IRI testing in the classroom or title room?

		193		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		What is the state doing to make assessment for the severely disabled relevant to the teachers and students?				How is the state going to change the science alternative testing? 

		194		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		ISAT (Core Subjects)				Benchmark Tests (Maze, MCOMP, CBMS)

		195		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		Title 1

		196		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		None

		197		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Personal assessments by students.				Student input into types of assessment used				Data showing which assessments are most useful in planning education

		198		Feb 06 2018 11:54 AM		Parent reporting

		199		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		none

		200		Feb 06 2018 11:43 AM		quick assessments in k-3 that can drive daily classroom instruction

		201		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		what about the kids that don't fit the mold on testing?				what happens when a teacher or school is flagged as not meeting standards?

		202		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		Alternatives to block assessments				Rationale for question items as they relate to common core

		203		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Program evaluation				Administrative evaluation and accountability				District evaluation and accountability				School Board evaluation and accountability

		204		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		What are the actual requirements for grade level promotion in each elementary grade?				How will the ISAT science test keep up with all the new science discoveries?

		205		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		Formative assessments				Use of data in classrooms				Instructional Improvement

		206		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		I would like to see more examples of tests and the validity of each item on the tests

		207		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		Mastery education/learning

		208		Feb 06 2018 10:19 AM		Student performance and success 				Teacher evaluations 				School evaluations 

		209		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		Science

		210		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		Biology and why it is not a requirement to pass to graduate				Why none of the tests are a requirement to graduate				Why testing is not reported in a meaningful way to parents and students				Why students are not held accountable for the test - they don't do well because they aren't required to pass to graduate. 

		211		Feb 06 2018 10:08 AM		The validity of alternate assessment models.				The effectiveness of project-based learning models.				How to effectively use assessment for mastery-based promotion models.

		212		Feb 06 2018 10:00 AM		math				english				math

		213		Feb 06 2018 09:48 AM		Use of scores to predict future success				Use of scores to adjust student learning

		214		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		None				We need less assessments and more hands on learning

		215		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		How data is stored and used in regards to privacy				How the assessments can be previewed to make sure classroom teachers and families have students prepared for the test.

		216		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		none

		217		Feb 06 2018 08:48 AM		progress monitoring options

		218		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Science Standards				7th grade test should be on 7th grade content

		219		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		ISAT				Standardized Testing/High Stakes Testing

		220		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		Ending ISAT at the 3rd-5th grade level				Focusing instruction on student need and development 

		221		Feb 06 2018 08:04 AM		Selection of assessments

		222		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Become more proficient in accessing students previous scores (if available)				Compiling data to inform instruction (excel, or other spreadsheet)				Become proficient in identifying what a lesson is measuring, especially lessons/lesson plans I have written, connecting them to the core more proficiently				Promoting better district assessments and district assessment process

		223		Feb 06 2018 06:30 AM		How to read the STAR results				How to read the ISAT results

		224		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		social studies

		225		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Formative 				Validity of assessments

		226		Feb 06 2018 04:55 AM		all of them

		227		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		Matching assessment to instruction

		228		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		ISAT 2 is way above average developmental levels. 				Teachers are held too accountable for conditions they do not control.				Students need to be held more accountable when effort is not made				Parents need to support their children more.

		229		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Annual cost				Student motivation to do their best on the test				Predictive value of the test				Use of test for educator evaluation

		230		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		How to read the tests results.

		231		Feb 05 2018 08:08 PM		benchmarking				isat alt

		232		Feb 05 2018 06:30 PM		How cut scores were determined for math

		233		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		Specific skills my specific students need to work on in remediation after assessment				How to motivate students to do their best on assessments

		234		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Wida Access

		235		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		Why we all have to fit in a round peg but are all shapes and sizes				Shorten testing time				out of educators control factors 				so what, who cares about test scores if parents don’t 

		236		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		Improving instructional practices through use of data.

		237		Feb 05 2018 02:08 PM		All of them

		238		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		Math

		239		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		Project based learning PBL

		240		Feb 05 2018 01:31 PM		guided lessons

		241		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		ISAT/MAP, etc. and how they help us know what students are really learning				How state/federal/school district testing helps in curriculum planning.				Could student progress on district/state/federal tests over multiple years time help determine their success in school/life/graduation.

		242		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		Assessment vocabulary-what words/phrases are included on the test and where do they come from?

		243		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		Data review				Istation				ISAT				SAT

		244		Feb 05 2018 12:48 PM		Formative assessment

		245		Feb 05 2018 12:47 PM		Performance Tasks 				Authentic Tasks in Math or Science

		246		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		Using a system of formative assessments				Alternatives for ISAT testing in high school, if this is indeed "necessary" for accountability				Looking at lack of instruction or excessive absence in context with test scores				Adjusting "accountability" to match the context of assessment

		247		Feb 05 2018 12:33 PM		Resources to use in teaching for areas of weakness				How to use the data to drive instruction

		248		Feb 05 2018 12:25 PM		Mastery-Based Learning (Competency-Based Learning)				Proficiency Scales				Use of common assessments across a district				Grading practices within a mastery-based learning system

		249		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		ISAT

		250		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		How to do less testing and still get the data that drives instruction				Help districts that have non-certified teachers to get them certified. A test will not help a teacher that is not qualified to teach a subject. Maybe if we could pay them more, we could get highly qualified people to teach our children.

		251		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		Transitioning into overall student performance for grading rather than formal assessments.				Eliminating state required testing from Kindergarten.				Motivating students without stressing them out at 5 years old.

		252		Feb 05 2018 11:07 AM		monitoring student growth				prediction of growth 

		253		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		how to access data to track student results on interim and differentiate instruction				how to create a working system in my classroom that moves students forward				use data to show students their progress and get them

		254		Feb 05 2018 10:47 AM		student accountability

		255		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Science in Idaho				Task analysis				How to use practice tests with more value than benchmarks				Curriculum in math in Idaho

		256		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		Formative assessments across all subjects

		257		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Summative assessments				benchmarks

		258		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		How to use assessments to improve teaching and learning.

		259		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		Math Performance Task 

		260		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		project based assessment				options for training				options for data reporting to educators				alignment of test items to standards

		261		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		262		Feb 05 2018 09:27 AM		Formative Assessment

		263		Feb 05 2018 09:25 AM		Use of Statistics and analysis 

		264		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		Why we can't use the SAT at the High School level for our State Accountability Assessment instead of SBAC.				The validity of using state assessments for teacher evaluation purposes.  

		265		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		Math 				English				Reading 				Social skills

		266		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		Formatting of the test

		267		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		None

		268		Feb 05 2018 08:04 AM		I would like to know more about Interventions in ELA.

		269		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		SAT/ACT as the official state assesment instead of the ISAT

		270		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Science in the elementary schools.				What is in the ELA SBAC testing bank of questions...				What topics are on the math SBAC tests

		271		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		mixed formatives

		272		Feb 05 2018 07:15 AM		Data Interpretation				Use of data to guide daily instruction

		273		Feb 05 2018 07:09 AM		Why the Legislature feels the proposed new Science standards "contain too much science".				Fine grained (test item level) data on students				NGSS alignment of the Biology EOC

		274		Feb 05 2018 06:51 AM		SAT versus ACT at the Junior level in High School				Tests that lead up to the ACT or SAT, such as PSAT

		275		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		science				math

		276		Feb 05 2018 02:24 AM		Benchmark predictors aligned with ISAT				Nationally normed options for progress monitoring				Targeting Intervention to ISAT Areas

		277		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		More training for teachers on the quality use of interim assessments to impact student learning.				Teachers across the state could use more training on formative assessments and backward design to curriculum planning. 

		278		Feb 04 2018 07:10 PM		Understanding the data

		279		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Standardized test incent educators to teach to a test.				Give educators flexibility to teach, not mandate tests.				To whose benefit are assessments? The students?  No!

		280		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		How to make testing more beneficial to students with IEPs and 504s. Some students are testing at a level beyond their current ability.				How to support students outside of the ELA and Math classrooms.

		281		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		Other methods of assessing growth, not just achievement				Fall and Spring testing to show growth				Separation of computer adaptive and performance-based task assessments				Effectiveness of end-of-course exams versus general science ISATs

		282		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Guidance available from test results which are research based in predicting where a student could focus next to maximize growth 				9-12 gr testing if it is truly formative 				Less time on test - test more frequent (smaller doses over time)

		283		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		formative assessment for classroom purpose - - not for grading but to guide instruciton				we need to focus more on student growth - - not cohort growth but individual student growth				the new science standards need to be adopted and used.  Let's quit fighting about this and move forward				The "legacy" IRI needs replaced.  Please continue with the i-Station pilot and let's roll it out statewide.

		284		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Background on development of tests				How to use test scores to provide remediation - how to fit this in the daily schedule				Alternate Assessments

		285		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		Foundational skills				Reading Remediation				ELL assessments

		286		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		The new math				What the kids have to test on every year				How testing works

		287		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		developmental appropriateness of ISAT 				the "new" IRI

		288		Feb 04 2018 08:01 AM		Individualized assessments not standardized

		289		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		If someone who has actually been in the classroom helps develop the tests

		290		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Grade level assessments for student growth in all areas 				Data teams for RTI

		291		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		What research shows elementary students should be taking the ISAT?				What research shows that the ISAT is developmentally appropriate for grade school students?				Why do 3rd graders have to take both the ISAT and the IRI?				When was the last time a test writer was a teacher in a classroom? 

		292		Feb 03 2018 07:39 PM		Interim assessments				Parent communication 				Student motivation on assessments

		293		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Why can't we test every other year?

		294		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		Math computation				Grammar usage				Writing on a topic to support an opinion 

		295		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		ISAT-ELA				ISAT-Math				ISAT-Science

		296		Feb 03 2018 06:31 PM		None

		297		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		None

		298		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		How can students be held accountable for information when it is not delivered by the teacher				IRI needs to have comprehension - teaching kids to read like a bullet is a wasted of my time				Students do not take these tests seriously - why am I held accountable? 				Parents need to have students at school so I can teach.

		299		Feb 03 2018 03:59 PM		Formative assessment

		300		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		English Language Arts				Mathematics				Science				Social Studies

		301		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		Kindergarten IRI

		302		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		None

		303		Feb 03 2018 12:50 PM		Interim assessments				Library Data base				Lesson planning based of of interim assessments

		304		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		Why doesn't the state use the testing instruments: ACT or SAT, since practicing those can ACTUALLY help a student get into college.				Why does the state use a test that CAN'T be norm referenced, since each test is different?				Why would the state even consider using a test to define an educator's effectiveness, parents need to be held accountable.				Why do you continuously and endlessly hold pd on testing?

		305		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		How tests are assessed fairly and equitably.				Time limits put on career readiness tests or any. (To many variables as far as types of student, careers, and processing time)

		306		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		The use of essay type assessment of students is critical to developing logical sequence in any discipline.

		307		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		Using formative assessment to drive instruction 				Standards based reporting				Research based interventions to improve student learning				Teacher and principal support to maintain excellent educators

		308		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Age level of testing				Purpose of testing time to grade level				Maturity level compared with test

		309		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		IRI

		310		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		None

		311		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		The new IRI being introduced.

		312		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		How can I reduce the number of tests required for my student?

		313		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		How Idaho May develop indigenous curriculum standards

		314		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		Possibly a comparison of how effective assessments are - schools not taking assessments vs schools who are.

		315		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		College entrance exams 

		316		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		I would just like the time, money and teaching opportunities to quit being wasted on standardized tests that serve no true purpose 

		317		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		Do assessments adequately represent student knowledge and growth.				Are assessment questions written clearly.				Do assessments cover all standards for a grade level or are some areas randomly given more focus.

		318		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		What is on the test? I have not seen one so it is hard to respond to the items questions. 				Is there training for teachers to keep them up to date on new requirements?

		319		Feb 02 2018 08:58 PM		Science

		320		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Mastery learning

		321		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		Actually see the assessments.				Have access to my child's results.

		322		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Shortening up time required for assessments

		323		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		none

		324		Feb 02 2018 06:44 PM		Why is Idaho the only state that bases grade level competency on fluency?

		325		Feb 02 2018 06:36 PM		For student growth				Remediation

		326		Feb 02 2018 05:52 PM		ELA writing- it seems to be the bulk of the test

		327		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		Science

		328		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		How do instructors get state test data in a timely manner to remediate students?				How does the State of Idaho evaluate students overall when ISAT is one moment in time				How does the State of Idaho account for the home environment in State testing.

		329		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		Usage				Data				Implementation				Outcomes

		330		Feb 02 2018 03:48 PM		Validity and reliability of the IRI, and ISAT				Why are we using the IRI for accountability when it is intended to be used as a screener?

		331		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		None

		332		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		Using data for remediation.

		333		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Only individual students should be assessed on their performance				Students should not be used to assess a school's performance				Teachers should not be used to assess a school's performance

		334		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		Grading

		335		Feb 02 2018 11:00 AM		Formative Assessment implementation

		336		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		Why do we need to test so much?				The negative impacts of so much standardized testing, including taking instructional time away from teachers.

		337		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		Decreasing # of tests				Student motivation

		338		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		Iri

		339		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		IStations ISipp program. 

		340		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		New iri

		341		Feb 02 2018 05:43 AM		The math testing across all grade levels 

		342		Feb 02 2018 04:33 AM		How are tests proctored/given?				Can a student retake an exam that he did not feel well for?				Is it possible that not all kids are good test takers? And maybe identifying those who need assistance taking tests, those needs could be addressed before taking state-mandated tests?				Can we meet kids basic needs allow more individual teacher instruction?

		343		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		ISAT Alternate Assessments				ISAT Science				WIDA - Access

		344		Feb 01 2018 02:37 PM		interim assessments				formative assessments				standards-based assessments

		345		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Formative Assessments in the classroom				Formative Assessments to guide student learning

		346		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Why the test is given when I’ve only been able to teach six months.				The test is too long. I had one student take 8 hours on one test.				Test that actually gives me valid information.

		347		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		I have taken many classes about the test. I think I know a lot about the ISAT and the district testing.

		348		Feb 01 2018 12:23 PM		Math				Science				Language Arts

		349		Feb 01 2018 11:05 AM		What we don't have access to, is a more itemized and diagnistic assessment form the ISAT's.

		350		Feb 01 2018 11:01 AM		How it is used to determine needs of schools.				How it predicts college readiness.

		351		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		Why teacher evaluations should not include results of standardized tests.				Why tests such as the ISAT are not appropriate for judging school success.				How pre-post assessments in subject provide the most valuable information for judging success.				How federal involvement in assessment is one of the best examples of overreach.

		352		Feb 01 2018 10:05 AM		Share the information with your teachers ASAP

		353		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		Teaching to the test

		354		Feb 01 2018 09:51 AM		HOW TO USE DATA TO GUIDE INSTRUCTION

		355		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		all of them





Question 33

		Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment IssuesJanuary-February 2017

		Please provide any additional comments in the space below.

		Answered		546

		Skipped		2439

		Respondents		Response Date		Responses		Categories

		1		Feb 17 2018 09:40 AM		Assessments in this district are useless. Results are provided so late as to not useless. Parents never receive any data with specificity around areas of proficiency or areas of learning that are below proficiency. 



The ISAT tests do little or nothing to drive achievement. The ISAT test are designed to provide air cover for the state Department of Education. Additionally, West Ada School District has so many fiefdoms in admin that good decisions cannot be made. For example, when the IT leadership dictates what has to be done because it might save their jobs while giving no regard for what actually helps kids improve and achieve, that is an issue.



Also, West Ada School District is totally pathetic in trying to get a bond passed. You'll say the voters won't pass it until after the need is beyond reasonable. It becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy by the inaction of the top leadership and the Board. 

		2		Feb 16 2018 05:45 PM		Question 27 is actually 3 questions so it is unlikely anyone will agree or disagree with all three.



On the topic of the ISAT, some students do not take it seriously because it doesn't count to them.

I wonder why we give an 11th grade test to 10th graders.  

It takes too much time away from instruction and teachers do not use the results as formative assessment.  That occurs in the classroom.  

Students have to take district tests, state tests, classroom tests (that actually provide relevant data), ACT, ASVAB, STAR, ISAT, etc.  They are tired of all the tests.  Teachers are frustrated with all the time lost to testing solely for administrative purposes.  

There is an ordinate amount of pressure on the math, science and English teachers. More meetings, more tests, more administrative demands all equate to less time to prepare for students.  Yet for some bizarre reason our subjects are singled out and we carry the burden of school performance ratings, as well as our colleagues'.  Now test scores in math and English are being used on all other teachers' evaluations.  

The state needs to stop singling out math and English (and now science) teachers and laying all the responsibility on us.  Give the mandated tests but stop using the results to punish schools.

		3		Feb 16 2018 04:24 PM		I do not believe that spending more time testing on a computer benefits the kids in any way. I also believe it is unfair to attach school, teacher and student success to one test given on one day. What if it is just a bad day?



I also believe that to truly compare students across the board, the performance tasks should be the same for every kid in that grade level. Do not give them different topics or different types of writing tasks. This skews the results even more, making it useless. 



Too much emphasis rides on this one test. This stresses everyone involved to a maximum. 









		4		Feb 16 2018 03:12 PM		We always need to be improving.  We need to have good in-service training.  We don't need more hoops to jump through.  We can't legislate good teaching. We have great teachers who care about doing a great job. Our teachers need to be supported and appreciated. 

		5		Feb 16 2018 02:54 PM		If you judge the teachers on the test, then judge the students also.

		6		Feb 16 2018 02:51 PM		Using the state standardized test results as a way to measure how well a school/teacher is doing without any accountability on the students part (not needed in order to graduate) is absurd!  What incentive do the students have to try their best on the test if the test does not hold the student accountable for how they perform.  If the state decides that they are going to use state ISAT results to judge how well a school/ teacher is doing, then the students should be held accountable for their performance!

		7		Feb 16 2018 02:42 PM		There are so many different types of testing that students are required to take throughout the school year, the time it takes away from the classroom curriculum creates problems for the flow.



Testing also does not always produce accurate results. Students often know that ISAT result's no longer matter for graduation, this just takes time away from the classroom time. They do not have to pass the SAT just take it to graduate. When our Hispanic students take the WIDA they feel is biased and they will often do poorly on it so they get additional help. The testing system is flawed.



 I am concerned they do not try their best because these test results don't matter to them directly.

		8		Feb 16 2018 02:40 PM		They spend more time taking tests than the do learning the info  in the  classroom. Since they are not required to pass anymore for graduation students don’t take them seriously. But the state judges schools based on information that kids didn’t even try on because it didn’t mean anything to them. If you are going to make it work it must mean something for the kids.

		9		Feb 16 2018 02:28 PM		The ISAT needs to hold the students accountable. Too many students do not take it seriously because it has not impact on them. If the test had a impact on students I have no doubt the scores would increase dramatically. 

		10		Feb 16 2018 09:56 AM		These tests stress the students and cause anxiety. The tests are so long that the students zone out and just click through to finish the test. I do not feel that funding for education should be based on test results. Standardized testing often tests how well a student can take a test, not often their knowledge of subjects.  The tests should be eliminated or at the very least, reduced in time. Students do not need to spend 2-3 weeks taking tests. 

		11		Feb 16 2018 09:18 AM		Question 29 was loaded. I do not think it does anything beneficial. It does show linear snapshots of performance. But for the anxiety the marathon testing causes and time it takes away from actual classroom learning. I think the predictory value lowers the aptitude of the study body as a whole. I will continue to refuse the ISAT tests.

		12		Feb 16 2018 08:22 AM		 State and national assessment tests are not accessible to PARENTS for review. As a stake holder in the educational process-disclosing past content would be beneficial for parents who need to understand what the testing instruments look like. Currently the practice is to hold onto these tests and monitor internally without disclosure to parents of test content.  This short-circuits parents involvement in the educational process and standards their students are held to. 



 Educational standards should be evaluated with testing on course subjects based upon some level of real world application. We teach subjects academically without enough application that we separate knowledge from beneficial use. Testing should involve this type of application If we are going to assess practical evaluation of a students education. 

		13		Feb 15 2018 04:12 PM		It is frustrating as an elementary teacher to prepare my students for a test that appears to test them at levels beyond their developmental capabilities.  Much of the content, particularly in math, is at a level above their age level ability to fully comprehend and calculate, based on what I see in the interim tests.  Judging from what I can see in the interim tests, it seems that the tests are often designed/phrased in such a way as to "trip them up".  I feel the language used needs to be more straight forward and age appropriate.  I am also concerned with the amount of time that is devoted to not only preparing my students for testing but the test taking itself. Do test makers, legislators, "powers that be" realize how much 1 single test "costs" in time or the technology strain it puts on individual buildings? The teaching and learning time lost during testing and after is tremendous. It shortens the time span we have to cover what we need to cover.  I would like to see the testing window to either be expanded to make it less stressful on students and staff alike or to start later in our 4th quarter so that we can maximize our time teaching and our students time learning.

		14		Feb 15 2018 12:27 PM		Test should be used to hold schools and educators accountable. The performance of students should be used in teacher evaluations. 

		15		Feb 15 2018 11:50 AM		Nope

		16		Feb 15 2018 11:19 AM		The ISAT for 3rd graders is not written for 3rd grade understanding. The writing portion of the test is way to wordy and the students lose interest, they do not read the instructions clear through. It is daunting. So they do not do what is  expected of them. The student instruction needs to be more student friendly and simplified for 3rd graders. 

The 3rd grade tests are over the majority of the students heads. It is discouraging. So as the students become discouraged they just start putting in any answer just to be done with it. 



The math is better than the ELA.

		17		Feb 15 2018 10:32 AM		It is challenging to be all things to all students; however, education has evolved into a multi-faceted system where stakeholders, statewide, don't understand how this effects learning and, consequently, assessments results. Because the system is such that educators are all things to all kids, we struggle to find trained educators and are forced to employ ABCTE/temporary certification applicants who have no pedagogy, management, or data interpretation understanding.  A classroom with an untrained teacher changes the trajectory of learning which includes performance.  There is not an assessment, in my opinion, that is written with this in mind, but, instead, assumes all students are receiving a quality education in an environment conducive to learning, without any additional needs (food, shelter, counseling, glasses, etc). I believe assessments are important; however, site based by educators who understand teaching strategies that provoke learning and use the information to drive lessons and content. 

		18		Feb 14 2018 07:42 PM		I don't think teachers should be judged on a test score.  They can't control the conditions that impact each student outside of the classroom.  For example where they live, quality and quantity of parents, bullying, did they get breakfast, did they sleep last night, are they a good test taker, the list and list could go on and on, but yet out teachers are judged by a test score on their effectiveness.  No other job I know of requires as much for what they are compensated for and what they are accountable for.

		19		Feb 14 2018 07:27 PM		I believe that the way the current ISAT for math is administered is unfair.  The ISAT for math seems more like a reading comprehension test than a test of student math skills.  I think that audio and headphone use should be available to ALL students for the math tests.  The purpose of the math tests should be to evaluate if the students can use the skills they have been taught to solve math problems.  Many of the students in my school are not strong readers and get hung up on all the word and story problems that they are unable to know what is asked of them by the time they finish reading the questions.  With headphones and audio options, the word problems could be read to them with more fluency than they can do on their own.  That way they can focus on the math and figuring out what they need to do mathematically rather than trying to decode the words they read.  I strongly feel that the math test given without audio for ALL students is not an accurate assessment of student math skills.

		20		Feb 14 2018 05:39 PM		I think the test system and enforcement there of should be revamped. Teachers are no longer allowed to teach, in order to educate a child. Now all they do is teach to pass the test,so that their school is not penalized.

Let the teachers teach

Let the teachers v

		21		Feb 14 2018 04:41 PM		ISAT assessments are too long for elementary students especially 3rd and 4th grade students. Why can't these assessments be put in smaller blocks that have 15 questions and able to be taken with in 30 minutes. Assessments that are longer than 30 minutes students attention spans are short and isn't the purpose of the assessment for students to showcase their knowledge. If they have lost their attention span are we truly getting viable data or just a student who clicks through answers and/or writes just bogus information in an essay to just be done with the test.



The State of Idaho is not taking into account age appropriate assessments for elementary children.

		22		Feb 14 2018 01:21 PM		I would recommend using growth measures for reading fluency versus using the IRI as an indicator of student effectiveness.  

Although no test is perfect.  There are students who do not qualify under the alternate assessment criteria, whose growth is not appropriately measured due to other test-taking diagnosed difficulties such as anxiety, attention disorder, and Autism diagnoses.  These students are capable and can produce work that is at grade level and beyond.  However, even given some of the accommodations state tests do not accurately reflect their abilities and place them into situations that are stressful.

		23		Feb 14 2018 01:19 PM		Collaboration.  Is it time well spent?  I see teachers walking in when they are supposed to be collaborating.  There also seems to be a lot of training days.  Does this count as students in classroom time?  On A/B days, sometimes with these days off, students are out of a class for over a week.  Since I can't see the test my kids take (ISAT, etc), this survey was not worth it as a parent.  I just know when they had the test and the results...ok.  What I am going to do with them?  What does the teacher do with them?  Do they change their teaching style, do they focus on a certain area?  Does good performance on these correlate to good performance on the test that matters, ACT/SAT?.  I would also like to see both tests provided by the school.  Students may do better on one than the other.  Ok...thanks for reaching out, but really...I would rely on teachers to respond.  They know this much more than me as a parent.  Is it helpful to them....that is the question.  

		24		Feb 14 2018 01:16 PM		In regards to the math ISAT 2.0, I strongly believe that students should be provided with a copy of the geometric formulas needed for both area and volume.  The test should be assessing whether or not students understand how to find surface area and volume of geometric solids, not if they can memorize all the formulas.  It's extremely frustrating knowing that many students could solve the problem if they were provided the formula.

		25		Feb 14 2018 11:25 AM		I have been an educator for over 20 years, and again we are teaching to the test. The name of the test has changed, but we are still teaching to the test. Students are not being taught to think deeper or to think outside the box. Students are not motivated and do not see how this relates to life. The school system needs to be revamped and rethought. The amount of work and expectations have grown for teachers, but the amount of time given to complete this work has not. The testing has taken away from quality teaching and from students. I am so glad that my own children are not thinking about being an educator. 

		26		Feb 14 2018 07:50 AM		As a special educator, I feel that so often our SPED kids try their best on State Assessments but loose confidence when they know they haven't "met the mark".  To me it is better to point out to them that they achieved growth from one year to the next. Not to compare them to where the average student is performing or where we want them to be.  They have an individual learning plan for classroom support  that on state assessments doesn't always afford them the accommodations that are needed to show what they know.  

		27		Feb 14 2018 06:45 AM		I would really like the state to consider alternative ways that students can show what they know.  Let teachers decide how best to show growth and skills when it comes to students with disabilities.  I believe that these students know more than the state testing shows just because they do not do well on computer testing and are not able to effectively show what they know through a screen.

		28		Feb 14 2018 06:39 AM		Assessment Issues suck up a huge amount of time and resources, and the impact seems so minimal. It gives people numbers to throw around... but the numbers themselves are flawed... and the results are mostly ignored by most people.

		29		Feb 13 2018 08:27 PM		State testing should be minimal in elementary schools. The state of Idaho is spending too much money on testing. Parents, teachers and students are frustrated with the level of high-stakes testing. The money would be better spent on paying teachers more and giving them incentives to accurately test their students on growth at the district level. 

		30		Feb 13 2018 05:04 PM		Believe in science. Believe in human caused climate effects and evolution. 

		31		Feb 13 2018 04:49 PM		Parents and the schools together need to be held accountable for how a student does. It is through teamwork that the student will succeed so maybe we need to educate the parents as to why these tests are important. Also when would the teachers have time to complete the daily assessments? Elementary teachers would maybe have time but middle school and high school teachers wouldn't.

		32		Feb 13 2018 03:14 PM		I think high stakes tests are not a good way to measure how a school or school system is doing.  Especially if it is a small school.  One student having test anxiety can skew all of the results.  The kids know they don't have to pass the test to graduate, so many students do not take them seriously.  Just because a student doesn't take the test seriously, doesn't mean they haven't learned anything.  High stakes tests do fine for most "high achievers", but mean very little to the average student.

		33		Feb 13 2018 02:52 PM		The test is was too long!  It takes up way too much time and takes away from weeks of classroom instructions.  We need to with go back to a paper/pencil test or students need to all have their own devices.  The amount to test questions needs to be greatly reduced!!!

		34		Feb 13 2018 02:49 PM		If there is any way to shorten the time of each test, that would be very helpful. Some students simply get tired answering the questions, and don't do as well as they could. This is especially true of the new WIDA ACCESS test.

		35		Feb 13 2018 02:42 PM		Many of these questions had multiple pieces to them and could not be answered except with neither agree nor disagree.

		36		Feb 13 2018 02:03 PM		At present time only participation is required for the ISAT test.  Motivation is not there for students to perform at their best.....results are probably not accurate measures.

		37		Feb 13 2018 12:49 PM		When my third grade son comes home and says he wants to "go to the kitchen, get a knife and kill himself" because the testing is stressing him out so much, well, there's a problem with the system.  It's too much pressure on these kids and their teachers and I'm not convinced that the information is being used correctly or to benefit the students, teachers, schools, and/or school districts.  

This same child of mine spent an entire day taking a test that supposedly should take just an hour or two.  Thankfully he was given the time he needed or his stress level would have been even worse.  I'm just not certain that the end justifies the means.  It's not right what it's doing to children.  My son is now 20 years old, he lived through this system because he had supportive family and teachers.  What about those kids who don't?  And from where I sit, there are more and more and more of them coming through our school systems.

		38		Feb 13 2018 12:04 PM		One data point per student per year is not enough to justify or drive any coherent decision making process regarding any individual student. Yet we judge our students based on these singular events.There should be multiple data points throughout the year to establish patterns of growth and learning and to be of any real value (actionable) when it matters most, during the school year. Teachers need this data during the year in order to adjust their practices as necessary to address the needs of the students and/or identify students with the greatest deficits.

		39		Feb 13 2018 11:22 AM		Elementary school kids should not have to sit for days at a time on the computer to take a test.  Teachers should not have to worry about their jobs based on these assessments.  Students who come from terrible home lives have to sit and take these tests that have so much weight on both themselves and their teacher even when dad got arrested last night, or they were put into foster care this week, or mom is unable to feed them in morning because she is strung out from the night before.  I would prefer in elementary that we have a test of basic skills.  How amazing would it be if our elementary schools could add, subtract, multiply, and divide?  Once they have mastered that skill, then we could test them on real life situations.  Our 8-10 year olds get lost in all of the words and many steps and directions on the ISAT.  I LIKED THE OLD ISAT a lot better.  I felt like those results were far more reliable with our little ones. The amount of time it takes for me to prepare the kids for the types of questions asked on the ISAT is unreasonable.  I could be delving a whole lot deeper into subjects if I did not have to show them all the types of questions and walk through how you would answer each one.  We are focusing an average of an hour a week on test taking skills.  It takes away a lot of teaching time.

		40		Feb 13 2018 11:00 AM		We need to offer a better high school assessment that will benefit our students moving forward to college, technical school or careers.  The ISAT is not the test of my tax dollar value.  The ACT or Compass Test would be a much better tool to access 

		41		Feb 13 2018 10:27 AM		I am a teacher who has taught struggling learners in my school's Title I department for 15 years. I have two children who are high achieving students, one of which is involved in our districts gifted and talented program.  I give you this information so that you know I have an understanding of the assessment system on behalf of advanced learners and struggling learners.  Our children are being over assessed.  I have no problem with state assessments in the fact that we are able to use a standardized measure to gauge where children are performing in correlation to the rest of the country.  I have no issue with using it to measure growth, although my formative assessments are more accurate than your one time summative measure (3 times if IRI).  I do find it unhealthy and unpractical to have students testing for 4 or more hours per subject.  I believe there are other ways of assessing that would not ask students to sit in front of a computer screen for an entire day of instruction, per test. I also believe the state needs to take another look at the expectation for 3rd graders to take both the IRI and ISAT ELA assessments.  Why would we require our 8 and 9 year babies to take two assessments to assess the same area?  I am pleased that you are seeking feedback.  I pray that you really put students first in the world of assessing.  As an educator, I will always need to prove to people that I am a good teacher and that I do what is right to help my students learn at high levels.  I understand that state assessments will always be a part of life in public education.  I do not ask you to remove them.  I only ask you to look at what you are expecting our children to go through.  Is it more meaningful to have them spend days in front of the computer to prove that they are learning, or is it more important to have them engaged in meaningful learning opportunities?  

		42		Feb 13 2018 10:22 AM		I am concerned by the products that have been recently added to the Assessment requirements or offerings that seem to lack applicable scientific research such as predictive accuracy, reliability, and validity. Specifically, neither ISIPS nor iReady have evidence related to the expectation of how they will be used in Idaho. For example, when I requested supporting research for ISIPS from the SDE (as a replacement for the IRI), I received links to the documentation found online with correlations to SBAC for grades 3-8 which lacks relevance to three of the four grades to be assessed. Asking for this information during the K-2 Math selection process is not included in the RFP responses provided by the SDE where iReady was selected. If high stakes decisions are made on the basis of information from these types of assessments, a solid research base is required.

		43		Feb 13 2018 10:16 AM		I am a professional educator and have great training in assessments, both formative and summative. WE NEED NO MORE TRAINING ON THIS.



Let the local school district make decisions about curriculum and testing. 



Stop Bowing Down to the federal Government and Take More State Control!!!!!!

		44		Feb 13 2018 09:32 AM		I think testing is not developmentally appropriate below 4th grade. The testing takes too long, and the format is not the way students learn. I think the students know the information, but the test questions 'trick' them. It shouldn't take 3-5 hours to complete a 42 question test. 

		45		Feb 13 2018 09:04 AM		I believe the state assessments are simply a snapshot in time.  It does not provide an accurate picture of that student or their abilities.  The test does not take into consideration if a student has had a bad day, if they are not feeling well, or if outside factors (divorce, grief, etc) are impacting their performance.  Some students get severe anxiety in a testing environment.  In addition, the state tests for some students can take up to an entire school day.  This is far too long. 

I believe for the most part, the test can provide valuable information that could be used to guide instruction in the classroom and provide additional information on a student.  It should not be used to give a grade, evaluate a school (at least not as heavily), or judge a teacher's performance.  Again, this is just one snapshot of an entire year, and these pieces should not be such a huge part of the test.  It should be a tool to help teachers make changes to instruction, and to help students monitor their own growth. 

		46		Feb 13 2018 08:46 AM		The current state assessment provides an autopsy of the student rather than information that can be used to continue to help students gain mastery of skills.  The lag time in scores does not provide immediate feedback to students and by the end of the testing window, they are so tired and not sure if their work is meaningful that they don't put in the same level of effort as they do at the beginning of the testing window.  Expecting 3rd graders to spend up to 5-6 hours on one assessment is ridiculous and not developmentally appropriate.  There has to be a way to reduce the number of items or the length of time required to complete them so that the tests are not marathon events.  Lastly, because our testing window mirrors the school calendars of southern Idaho, the students in North Idaho must master a full year's skills and concepts in 3/4 of a year because our testing window begins in the last week of third quarter.  This causes a great deal of angst for our teachers and frustration for our students.  The NWEA assessment we used to have was much more friendly to our students.  At the high school level, the math assessment is definitely not aligned to the Idaho Math Content Standards.  Most high school students who are on the traditional math pathway do not take Algebra II until their junior year, which aligns with our standards.  However, our test has Algebra II concepts and skills on it and is given in the sophomore year.  It is educational malpractice for the state to require an assessment that we know the majority of our students are not prepared for and creates a situation where we will never be able to get our math proficiency scores where they need to be.  I understand that 39% of the Idaho's districts are using the integrated approach which means some Algebra II is presented during the sophomore year.  However, the vast majority of our districts are not using this method for a myriad of reasons and it is unconscionable to continue to include questions we know are not aligned to 10th grade standards.  This assessment and the state are putting our educators in a precarious position.  Many parents have valid concerns about the test:  length of time, testing at the beginning of the 4th quarter, teachers unable to see questions to understand what our students are struggling with, data comes after school is over, cannot drill down to test items to understand barriers, etc.  Teachers share those same concerns and when confronted by parents they feel that they need to support the assessment system even though they disagree with so much of what we are doing.  It is time to look at something new.

		47		Feb 13 2018 08:15 AM		Any state mandated assessment needs full financial and infrastructural support from the state for personnel, time, space, and technology, beyond the funding for the test itself.       

		48		Feb 13 2018 08:13 AM		The time frame in which our students test is not optimal. We are testing as soon as they get back from spring break which leaves little to no time to review as well as cover enough curriculum that is tested. As a result, we lose an entire month of instruction for testing purposes. 

		49		Feb 13 2018 08:06 AM		The high school math test is not a fair assessment of the standards taught in a regular high school math curriculum.  The students take the test as 10th graders and it has many Algebra 2 standards on the test.  When this has been brought up it is always pushed aside.  The reason that so many students are not proficient is only the students in the honors track has spent any time with the material on the ISAT.  They will have topics that are brought up in Algebra 1, but that students have not had time to work with, and then put it on the ISAT.  This test is not fair, which should be noticed when looking at how the results are year after year.  Do they really think that all of the students in Idaho are that bad at math, or are not being taught?

		50		Feb 13 2018 08:02 AM		One of my main issues with the public education system is lack of accountability for those responsible for providing education to our youth.  I have had both good and bad experiences with educators of our children.  It is very upsetting when for me to see an educator that is excelling and going to extra effort to help our children learn get treated the same as an educator that is not performing at the standard needed to help our children progress at the level they should be.  It is very sad when a union can determine the need of the employee over the need of the one the children they are serving.  I would love to see merit based pay for all educators as I think this would show real growth and provide and environment for all to take pride in. 

		51		Feb 13 2018 07:50 AM		I believe that the tests are too long.  I have had students take days to complete.  I also think that it would be nice if the testing window was later in the school year. 

		52		Feb 13 2018 07:49 AM		These tests are a waste of time and money. The CAT test is all that is needed, once a year and it tells both parents and teachers what they need to know. Humans learn 4 different ways. The education system needs to adjust to that instead of kissing up to politicians who don't care about our children anyway. 

		53		Feb 13 2018 07:46 AM		The math portion of the test should have an audio component for ALL students, so that the test measures ability in math skills, not reading ability!

		54		Feb 13 2018 07:42 AM		NA

		55		Feb 13 2018 07:36 AM		I DO NOT agree that sophomores in high school should be taking an 11th grade ISAT ELA and Math test.  This is ridiculous.  As an educator, Idaho is doing their entire state a disservice by doing this.  This needs to change.  ONE test junior year is adequate.  Please choose between the ISAT and the SAT for this.

		56		Feb 13 2018 06:38 AM		I do not like any form of testing that relies on one test of the year. I'd like to see smaller tests taken over the year to get an average.

		57		Feb 13 2018 06:24 AM		Teachers are testing far more than teaching causing students and teachers to become burnt out. 

		58		Feb 13 2018 05:44 AM		Students are tested too much and many valuable classroom hours are wasted on testing.  In addition, the ISAT Math is given almost 6-8 weeks before the end of school, not allowing teachers enough time to teach the assigned curriculum.  West Ada teachers have priority targets to teach and supporting topics if there is time to teach.  What does that say to students?  After testing we don't have to care about learning anymore.  There is no acceptable reason that testing should take place that early.  If there are not enough devices to test on, then bring back the old scan-tron sheets and give the test at the end of the year when it was designed to be given.  Furthermore, the tests do NOT take into account students emotional needs.  I have homeless students, suicidal students, etc. and they are just trying to survive.  Do you really think they are learning at the same rate as others?  What about special education students that are several years behind their peers.  What does the test mean to them except that this is another way to beat them down.  Why are they not taking the grade level test in which they are performing instead of the grade level they are in? I teach many students that are performing 3-5 years below their assigned grade level and all the ISAT means to them is that they are stupid.  Not a good way to build successes and make them want to learn.  We fail our special education students. 

		59		Feb 13 2018 05:34 AM		These tests are a snap shot of what a student knows on one day and should be viewed as such.  They are not appropriate for all students.  There is still a small portion of students with disabilities who are not eligible for the alternative assessment that are required to take these assessments and is not appropriate for them.  It is quite cruel and does not provide ANY useful information to educators. They are not allowed all of their accommodations provided on their IEP because they are not listed on the drop box in the system or would skew results.   Come and observe these students and what appropriate instruction looks like for them.  Then observe these students during the delivery of these assessments.  Development of an appropriate assessment for those students (2%) is needed.  They are missing out on days of instruction to take an assessment that is not appropriate.     

		60		Feb 13 2018 05:21 AM		The testing schedule is not ideal for North Idaho and has never been.  Our students are tested on an array of ELA and Math topics, however are not given enough time to teach them.  We would prefer testing to occur later in the school year so students in North Idaho are actually tested on concepts covered.  



We would also like to see a state directive in creating a policy for students/families who choose to opt their student out of testing every year.

		61		Feb 12 2018 08:27 PM		Testing only tells us a little about a student.  There needs to be other ways to evaluate students strengths and weaknesses.  Testing is one area, but it shouldn't be the only area. Students need to be able to take a test, but it can't be the single measure. 

If teachers are going to be more effective in the classroom, then they need more support.  Every public school in Idaho should be allotted money for an educational assistant in each and every classroom.  Teachers could spend more time working with students and preparing lessons, and the secretarial work could be left to the EA.  

The people that are hired for Title I services, need to be professionally trained.  Teaching kids to read and to do math requires professional training, not just anyone.  Cut back the 6 figure salaries for administrations and put it in the "trenches".  Idaho is too great to play cheap. 

		62		Feb 12 2018 08:18 PM		I think, and many teachers would agree, that we test our students way too much. We are bringing up kids in a heavy testing environment today. This takes away from our instructional day, focuses too much on in-the-box thinking, and limits peer interaction when students are on a computer or paper-pencil to take tests, tests, tests.



 Fill in the blanks tests only work for those that are good at it. Some kids are great at taking tests, even when they don't truly know the material. They are just good at taking tests. My students are taking more tests/assessments today than they ever have. And they are tired of it. I hear moaning and groaning when I announce that we are going to take a test or exit ticket or yet another assessment. Teachers are being forced to rear a generation of "test takers" instead of actually teaching kids. I can see testing as a way to help us to be more specific in our teaching, but not to the extent of testing that we are having to do today. Thank you.

		63		Feb 12 2018 07:38 PM		My daughter has dyslexia... she has wonderful comprehension.. she just struggles reading and processing what she has read... if she as well as other students could have the option in having tools to use to have more reading done to them... it would help then immensely... more kids that struggle would enjoy school more... luckily enough my daughter is constantly striving too do her best... she has a can do attitude... not a can't did

		64		Feb 12 2018 06:41 PM		Ugh.. It feels like you test the kids all the time. 

		65		Feb 12 2018 06:08 PM		I feel like this survey is trying to get specific responses.  As an educator of course we need to assess our students.  However, we test too much.  Districts rely on one program to teach all children.  We are expected to give weekly tests to determine if students have learned material in four days.  We need to focus less on programs and more on instruction.  Instruction varies from school to school.  One must take into consideration socio-economic factors as well as language barriers.  Children are NOT controlled variables.  Therefore what works for one school may not work for another in the same district.   More local control needs to be given. We need to use formative assessments to guide instruction of course.  But we have over tested these kids and they just don't care anymore.  ISAT results have had no impact on instruction because we get them at the end of May.  If we want to test using this assessment, start in third grade, then 6th and 9th.  If the purpose is to see how students are doing in comparison with other schools in the state, then leave it as it is.  I don't feel this was a good survey.  

		66		Feb 12 2018 05:09 PM		At the high school level, the SAT should be used to collect data.  ISAT should be given to elementary and junior high students.   

		67		Feb 12 2018 04:36 PM		It is very difficult to hold each teacher accountable for student learning when the demographics of a school population play such an important role in the overall student learning. When a school has a higher socio-economic level and the parents actively participate in student learning, the results naturally will be better. When parents do not oversee even getting ready, dressed and fed for school, let alone home practice and enrichment, the student learning is already challenged. Over this scenario, the teacher has no control. And the teaching job is much more stressful than when you have 2-3 parents willing to help in the classroom because they want to be part of their child's education process than when you have no parents willing to help.

		68		Feb 12 2018 04:23 PM		On the national average Idaho is doing pretty bad.   Seriously?

		69		Feb 12 2018 03:36 PM		The state assessments don't take an excessive amount of time, but when you add the data gathering that teachers have to do, especially at the elementary level, total assessment time is very excessive. At the elementary level, teachers gather data on math facts, oral reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. Progress monitoring students who are receiving intervention also takes away instructional time. When you include quizzes, formative assessment, progress monitoring, data gathering for administrators, ISAT interim block tests, state tests, and unit tests, the amount of time for assessment is competing with the amount of instructional time. Some kids take tests very seriously and others don't, so looking at a wide variety of assessment information including qualitative data makes the most sense. Short formative assessments teachers do every day provide the best information for driving instruction, and long, state tests are best used to tell how a district or school is doing overall. 

		70		Feb 12 2018 02:55 PM		Please consider using the NWEA MAP assessment to measure student growth (Fall, Winter, Spring) and/or as benchmark formative assessments for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 



Please consider dropping the current ISAT (by SBAC) for elementary students. They need a more developmentally appropriate test for their summative test. 

.



		71		Feb 12 2018 02:35 PM		NA

		72		Feb 12 2018 01:58 PM		The testing isn't important.  Whether the students are functional members of society is important.  How do the tests address this?

		73		Feb 12 2018 01:41 PM		Quit testing our children to death.  We are all different and we all learn differently.  WE also test differently.  If my child can't write, testing him through writing is not even a valid assessment. We will always have high, medium, and low students, because school is only designed for analytical, mathematical, and linguistics minds.  Teacher are burned out especially elementary teachers.  I have a son who is in special ed.  Special Ed is ridiculous.  They are trying to find ways to decrease, or eliminate his services altogether.  Idaho is a joke, and people know this.Quit letting lobbyists and money drive our schools into a mess of politics.  Students don't enjoy school.  The lowest students are tested over and over, to point of exhaustion and giving up.  Let children learn and let the teachers teach without all this overhead testing to prove what they already know.  It will save money and give back power to the teachers and parents as well.

		74		Feb 12 2018 01:00 PM		As an educator, I am not given access to view the ISAT tests that my students take, so answering any questions about the validity of the questions is not relevant.  Besides the interim tests, I have no idea what types of questions my students are asked to answer on the isats. 

		75		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Our freshman and sophomores take the ISAT 2.0 that is a junior level test-say that outloud. Years ago we started with an ISAT based upon RIT scores which meant something-and you could talk with parents and students about what it takes to improve a grade level. Sophomores took a sophomore test. How can data be valid if it isn't specific to the student's grade level? I hope someone reads this.

		76		Feb 12 2018 12:57 PM		Exhaustive one-shot testing is problematic as there are so many forces that can influence a student on a given day. If testing was blocked out into smaller chunks, given at appropriate times, and with timely feedback this would all serve to make this level of testing feel more relevant to students, parents, and educators. Additionally, students are way over-tested in middle school, and this needs to be pulled back to essential learning standards rather than a scatter shot of every target in reading, writing, and math.



This should focus on what measures proficiency from a growth mindset perspective, not numbers to tell "how smart" a student is. The current focus feels like a much more fixed mindset, which seems in opposition to what we want to instill in our students.

		77		Feb 12 2018 12:39 PM		My opinions on the current assessment system are complicated. I see value in having end of the year assessments, and believe they have raised accountability school and teacher accountability and increased performance. However, the current system does not yield very accurate data. Student engagement and buy-in to testing seems low and the tests are not always a true measure of student ability or knowledge. The tests are so long, even sincere students lose interest by the end of the testing process and do not perform up to their potential. Also, the set-up and management of all of the different testing systems and users is burdensome on districts and the time/resources it takes to administer tests could be better used. I also believe that the data reflection on staff yielded from test results is irrelevant until the state is able to address the teacher shortage plaguing the state. I do not think teachers will lose their jobs over low test scores, or even feel pressure to change curriculum or techniques until they feel a threat of qualified individuals being available to replace them. 

		78		Feb 12 2018 12:36 PM		As a third grade teacher, I feel that much of my time is spent teaching to the test. Third graders are not proficient typers and are intimidated by the structure of the test.  Third graders have shorter attention spans then older students so it is difficult for them to read everything and then try to figure out what is important.  If a students can not read most of the instructions, how can they be successful. I have seen many student shut down and click through all questions because they don't think they can complete the test.  I believe third graders do not have the maturity it takes to complet this test and feel successful.



We spend so much time assessing students everyday, much of the important information they will need to be productive adults is shortened or not touched on at all.  

		79		Feb 12 2018 12:30 PM		1. Students don't care because there is no graduation requirement attached to the tests, so there's no buy in.



2. Teachers should not be held accountable for a student who doesn't care about the test.  That's like saying if a patient doesn't follow a doctor's advice, he/she should lose his/her medical license.



3. The Interim Test system is really clunky and hard to use.  It would be far more beneficial to teachers and students alike if it was streamlined.



		80		Feb 12 2018 12:24 PM		Our district uses the NWEA MAP assessments for Language Arts/Reading and Math, and have found the assessments and the results are essential to driving the way we work with students needing remediation, advancement, etc. The assessment is adaptive, the reports are easy to understand, and the students don't seem to stress over the need to complete the assessment. The major element missing from these assessments are the writing elements. Otherwise, these assessments have been some of the best formative assessments I have used throughout my educational career.

		81		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		If the intent is to truly focus on individual student learning and growth, we as a state should be very careful with a one size fits all model of assessment and accountability. Every student learns at their own pace.  Not every student is university bound and we should not force them and our professional teaching staff into conformance of that ideal.  We need to prepare our youth for the path that they and their family chooses to take after high school.  

		82		Feb 12 2018 11:59 AM		I strongly disagree with large summative assessments being used as part of individual teachers’ evaluations.

		83		Feb 12 2018 11:27 AM		The performance tasks at elementary level are developmentally inappropriate.  There is a huge list of instructions.  Elementary kids need fewer instructions.  It's too much.

		84		Feb 12 2018 11:14 AM		I would like to see the tests. I can\t answer some of these questions without seeing how the standards are being assessed.

		85		Feb 12 2018 11:05 AM		Assessment system needs to move away from use of summative assessments that provide a limited and time specific snapshot of student skill levels into a holistic program that assesses student growth and mastery of skills over time. 

		86		Feb 12 2018 10:31 AM		Why do you make the computer skills so hard for the kids on the test? Having to highlight words from an entire huge paragraph.  That is too much. Some kids couldn't make the highlighter work on their computer. Some kids can't follow the difficult computer skills to answer the questions. That is not testing their math, or ELA, or science knowledge. Making them choose from the words official and statesman as the more appropriate word? Lots of the practice and real ISAT questions are written unfairly. 



		87		Feb 12 2018 09:14 AM		Please continue to teach science. Do not let politicians design the science curriculum to align with their personal beliefs. Religion or political opinions should not be considered in designing the curriculum of any subject.



We should have our students competitive with other students nationwide. Please continue the common core program and educate our students to national and international standards.

		88		Feb 12 2018 08:01 AM		Idaho needs to change so much to move out of the bottom of educational rankings.  There are so so many schools that waste a large amount of instructional time & resources just to get kids to read quickly for the IRI.  Their focus should be on all the aspects of reading not just fluency. There are also elementary schools that do NOT teach science and social studies because it is not tested.  Education in this state is laughable at times.   

		89		Feb 12 2018 07:44 AM		A number of the questions had two parts that made answering difficult.  The best assessment for student growth happens at the classroom level.  This is daily and weekly formative assessment that is used to design instruction to remediate or accelerate students.  If the state of Idaho was able to develop a learning progression for all core academic subjects and provide quality professional development on rubrics, proficiencies and use of assessment for growth, we would be on the right track.  We currently have a system that uses assessment as a score to rank and grade students which is counter productive to a growth mindset.  



Kevin Hill

Principal Moscow Middle School 

		90		Feb 12 2018 07:26 AM		Is there a way to provide more data to parents, teachers, and students so they know their areas of strengths and needs as a result of ISAT testing?

		91		Feb 12 2018 06:18 AM		Stay out of my classroom.  Give me a real math curriculum and then let me do my job.  Stop trying to help me.  The only help I need is Common Core gone and a real 6-12 curriculum purchased.  Yes spend money on it!  Spend a lot of money on it. The ISAT should be stopped.  They are not required for graduation.  If we are paying for the Juniors to take the SAT, then lets just use that instead.  This whole year the focus on block assessments...idiotic...that horse died so why are we buying a new saddle for it?  Make decisions based on what is best for the kids not based on keeping parents and kids happy.  Don't make decisions based on money.  Do the right thing for Idaho's children and not for state and district leadership.

		92		Feb 11 2018 10:45 PM		Let's try teaching our students for a change; not cramming all this "state-mandated" down their throats.  We might be amazed by what a kid can do with a hands-on or a creative project-based assessment rather than the current method of inaccurate testing that tests the wrong skills/aspects than those that actually matter for sudent success.

		93		Feb 11 2018 08:52 PM		We are over testing and need to spend more time on teaching than testing.

		94		Feb 11 2018 08:34 PM		It would be nice if there were a variety of Interim Block Assessments that could be given to students in each ELA category. So, growth could be monitored with a different test (ie. not one test, given with the same questions, multiple times).

		95		Feb 11 2018 08:13 PM		There needs to be more challenging curriculum everyday for students.  There is barely any quantifiable amount of homework, no drive for conversation that leads children to college, and the fact that there is no entrepreneurship education for kids in after school care or in school teaching baffles me as a parent.  Coming from a state that had low test scores and seeing what happened when entrepreneurship curriculum was injected and how test scores went up is amazing.  Where is the real education in this state.  I beg you all to get serious about the education.  Absolute joke.  Terrible.  Pathetic.  My kids deserve better as do all my neighbors and their children.  

		96		Feb 11 2018 07:39 PM		As a parent, I don’t know what is on the stat tests so the survey should have included “ I don’t know” as an option. 



		97		Feb 11 2018 04:58 PM		For K-3 learners who are learning to read, one-on-one assessment is important, but also time-consuming.  The new ISIPS/Istation data has changed the way our school (piloting) discusses and plans for students literacy needs.  We can take that monthly data and then do more intensive diagnostics like CORE Phonics Screener, Words Their Way Assessments, or running records to determine further need.  We have used this data at both the students, classroom and school level.  One success was a focus on vocabulary as a school.  With our Capacity Builder's support and focused PD, we have seen a big growth in their area school-wide.



The only other time I have seen something so impactful in the state (24 years in Idaho), was when we funded Reading Recovery. That training had a huge impact on teachers and students in the school I worked at in Canyon County.

		98		Feb 11 2018 04:03 PM		We already have assessments in place to inform instruction and report grades. HS should only require SAT for the accountability piece of the purpose for assessment. 

		99		Feb 11 2018 02:08 PM		I honestly believe that my children's schools (school district staff and teachers) take our children's education to heart, and work hard to implement programs to enhance their learning success. I am sure there is always room for improvement, however, I really do not know what I would do differently. I feel my children are in good hands. I worry about safety, in today's troubled world, however, I know that our school district is/has addressed these concerns in the best way they know how. Outside of wishing that we had more state & local funds, to build more quality schools and hire more quality teachers and staff, with more quality technology and teaching supplies... which I know is an ongoing wish of many, I do believe Lakeland School District is the best school for my children to learn. Thank you for all you do! I very much appreciate all your hard work and efforts concerning my/our children. 

		100		Feb 11 2018 11:39 AM		State Assessments are only valid if they are an accurate depiction of student understanding. I know this is not the case with the state Alternative Assessment.

		101		Feb 11 2018 11:28 AM		While my kids were in Elementary school I felt like they were taking some form of assessment test every month. It seemed like this tests were constantly eating into classroom time. I feel like the program could be restructured to short weekly assessment quizzes done at the end of the week. Students could take these short quizzes without grading. These short quizzes could test comprehension for the week, and give the teacher real time data on what was understood, and what needs more work. 

		102		Feb 11 2018 09:42 AM		I have a few concerns about the Idaho State Assessments:



1. Explicit instruction of test taking strategies (especially with the use of technology) is key to show accurate data of student knowledge of content vs. knowledge of technology on these assessments. Without proper access to technology in the classroom and tech-exposure for our students, this is hard to do. My classroom of 23 students is sharing 10 laptops with grade-level shared access to others. My 3rd grade students have come to me with VERY low exposure to technology compared to all other states that I have taught in. With the state assessments being proctored online and with the types of questions being used (lots of clicking, highlighting, etc.), exposure to technology is a huge concern when thinking of our students and this test!



2. The timing of the state assessments is another area of concern. Now, being given Journey’s and Engage New York Curriculum to use in the classroom (already being crammed into 180 days of instruction and being used for a state population where less than 30% of students are going to pre-k and are actually curriculum-ready in kinder), the number of instructional days is more valuable than ever in order to “fit it all in”. If the state assessments are meant to be a comprehensive assessment of what students learned that school-year, the fact that they are being given in April (now eliminating 40 or so of those valuable days of instruction) is very concerning. That cuts 180 days of instruction (which the curriculum already does not fit into) down to 140 days of instruction, not even accounting for field trips, special projects, holiday celebrations, set up for routines or procedures, etc. Again, very concerning!





Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

		103		Feb 11 2018 09:21 AM		This survey is leading and makes the assumption that tests-state and district tests are necessary to perform the survey functions. It assumes that everyone wants to continue some type of testing. It presents no creative solutions or alternatives to standardized testing. It does not inform about actual costs of the interim testing, alternative testing and students that require multiple testing. It does not inform participants that many schools received no actual actionable data, some reports were simply pass fail until long after students had changed teachers. I do not know a single parent who uses state test results as an indicator for how a child is doing. I hope at some point Idaho will focus on kids not testing, ESSA requirements, testing consortium, workforce development etc. There is greater concern for reporting and accountability than for the individual student and what works for them. We have been on the same path with many of the same people in education for years in Idaho. Every year we hear how bad our kids are doing nationally and yet Idaho pours more money into the same “failed” ideas. As a parent who knows many exceptional Idaho students, I can tell you your testing is failing Idaho students. Think of what a brilliant student could do with the testing money if applied to classroom instruction better tools in tech and science classes. More personalized (by personalized I mean an actual teacher) instruction, that inspires and encourages a love for learning. Stop focusing on tests. You are looking in the wrong direction. 

		104		Feb 10 2018 07:55 PM		Please keep transplanted California liberal education agenda out of Idaho schools.

		105		Feb 10 2018 11:43 AM		I really appreciate the tests that allow students the time they need to complete them.  Everyone does not read or perform at the same speed.  The disadvantage of allowing some students more time is that then they get behind in their regular classes.  Testing is a bit of a catch 22.  I understand the purpose but it is so hard to implement in a way that is useful and really shows what a student knows etc.  We often put far to much emphasis on the test scores.

		106		Feb 10 2018 11:28 AM		From what I've been able to understand about the system, reading is only assessed on the phonetic level. Reading comprehension isn't assessed. That hugely impacts the students as they progress through the educational system in the state.

		107		Feb 10 2018 11:19 AM		Kids are tested to death.

		108		Feb 10 2018 10:57 AM		State assessments are 1 day of a students life. One point in time.  A lot of decisions are made on this, even when a child just chooses to hurry through the test rather than taking it seriously.

		109		Feb 10 2018 09:37 AM		The test is one measure on one day. The information is important but is not the only indicator of student achievement. Please keep this in mind.

		110		Feb 10 2018 08:57 AM		Many of the questions were difficult to answer do to the fact that I haven't had the experience to teach a grade that gives the ISAT.  



I do believe that in order for any assessment to be valid it  needs to aligned with  the standards and curriculum that is being taught and the results of the test need to be utilized for future instruction.  

		111		Feb 10 2018 08:49 AM		Process needs to be consistent across district. Teachers do not need to be spending so much time assessing and turning data in 1-2 times a month. 



		112		Feb 10 2018 08:31 AM		Assessment tests are a near waste of time.  While they are needed in our broken educational system, the most important part of K-12 education is creating significant learning experiences.  This includes individual and team oriented projects, multimedia learning with classrooms around the world, outdoor classrooms, and exposure to real world problems.  The state of Idaho should focus on this, instead of tests.



The current Idaho state assessment system does not measure important characteristics such as resiliency, innovation or leadership.  The current system does nothing to prepare our kids for the future issues they must tackle.



My son is a real example of how the current testing system fails our children.  He is in first grade.  At the beginning of the year he completed the IRI test.  His score showed that he "failed" the test.  The reason why:  he is already past the skill set that the IRI tests.  My son has been reading by himself since he was two.  He currently reads at more than 150+ words per minute.  The State required IRI test was attempting to measure a skill set he mastered when he was 2-3 years old.



I know my son isn't the only Idaho student that doesn't fit into the current Idaho testing assessment system.



So, what is Idaho going to do to serve students that are outside the current testing parameters?



The focus of K-12 education should not be solely testing assessments.  The focus should be teaching and measuring skill sets that will help all Idaho children thrive.  Some example objectives and measurements might include successfully serving in various project team roles; positive collaboration with others; functioning in controlled, difficult situations; communicating effectively through all mediums; the demonstrated ability to tolerate adversity and uncertainty; and demonstrated self awareness.



This is what Idaho needs to strive for.  Not tests.  I recommend a blend of evaluations that are 25% tests, and 75% real world application assessments.

		113		Feb 10 2018 08:17 AM		I think our “at grade level” materials are strong, but we do not have enough materials for students who are below or above grade level. The state tests are aligned for students at grade level and most title school students are not successful. Educator and school expectations cannot be the same across district. Demographics need to be considered.

		114		Feb 10 2018 08:00 AM		Accountability for schools with high special ed populations, high low income populations and high EL populations need to be considered and not "ranked" compared to schools with low numbers of those populations.  

		115		Feb 10 2018 06:04 AM		Why didn’t you ask any questions about student stress levels or inadequate training for constant tracking. I have children and your ISAT tracking means nothing. My senior is going to a prestigious out of state college and she has never cared about ISAT tests because it is a waste of time. Both my children would rather be in the classroom learning. To use such a measure to evaluate teachers is wrong. 

		116		Feb 09 2018 11:46 PM		The current pendulum swing is on the side of proficiency vs. growth. Teachers are now being told to teach to the test at district levels in order to show students can test at this "proficiency" number.  Test scores provide information about a specific group of students though scores are used to set expectations for a different groups of students the next year...We expect the 2018 Chicago Bulls to win the NBA championship since they won multiple times in the 90's?



New science standards? Old?  Meanwhile, students are still being tested at $ per student. Highly doubt data drives instruction at this point. Refer to new standard, old standard statement.

		117		Feb 09 2018 10:56 PM		Another pointless survey from you to make us think you have inadequate teachers. Why don’t you try supporting them instead. You are testing kids to death. Both of my kids hate all the state tests and don’t try very hard, yet they are capable, hardworking, straight A students with solid soft skills. Stop tracking and let teachers do their job. 

		118		Feb 09 2018 10:46 PM		I believe the main thrust of the assessment process in Idaho (or anywhere) should be to identify the current levels of content area competence of students, use that to identify those who need more help and/or different kinds of instructional approaches and supports, and apply that into the student's learning plan and school day. Using assessment results to identify areas of need for individuals and groups within a school and then responding by providing the enriched instruction that applies different and differentiated strategies (hands on, real life applications (including project based approaches), scaffolding instruction, concept building, meaning making, ...) is what I believe will make a difference in the learning outcomes for these students. This would, of course, require adequate staffing in schools (teachers and support staff) to provide this level of service, and would also require that teachers and administrators receive adequate training in those areas of formative assessment, the differentiated strategies as listed above.  

On a different topic, it seems that pretty much across the board, state mandated assessment of most all special education students identified for Alternate Assessment serves only to satisfy the compliance requirements. I don't honestly see useful information coming from those assessments. The data teachers collect in daily learning activities, that report on and drive the IEP goals are much more useful for monitoring student.  I will say that great efforts have gone into trying to improve the quality and usefulness of the alternate assessments in recent years (and I believe they are better than some years back), but I still don't see that they provide useful information for parents or for teachers. 

In addition, while ISAT results/ data (in the regular ISAT) for some special education students can be useful, it continues to be a significant challenge to get useful data and information for a great many special education students -- specifically, those students whose disabilities impact them such that they are working a few years (or more) behind same age peers.  When they sit to take the ISAT, the levels of the questions are nearly all out of reach, even with leveling processes in the test, so scores come back with really no actionable information about specific needs or next steps for that child.  For this group of students, taking the ISAT becomes a federal compliance activity without valuable, actionable data for parents or teachers to act upon. I know we must comply with federal mandated testing, but it is frustrating for schools and parents to use up potential instructional time in taking these assessments, that does not provide useful information to act upon. 

		119		Feb 09 2018 08:42 PM		I feel that if every classroom had live camera feed available to parents and other faculty members  that  accountability , and parent child involvement, conversations, all would be enriched and possibly solve a lot of evaluation issues.  Also the vigilance to educate would possibly be even better. Children would potentially respond better towards their peers and educator . This may or may not be used for accountability, but I do believe it would enrich learning and parent child communication . 

		120		Feb 09 2018 08:12 PM		There is just too much emphasis on the ISAT one day score and nothing on their growth!  Plus, there are questions asked in this survey that as a teacher I can not answer as I am not allowed to see the ISAT.  Therefore, I do not know if the assessments contain an appropriate mix of item types or if they align with Idaho content standards.   

		121		Feb 09 2018 07:35 PM		The current system is extremely negative for the motivation of educators. I have worked in several buildings and there is a climate of fear in several of them that are not meeting student growth goals. I have had educators and administrators directly state that they have to improve their outcomes or they will be out. This leads to a climate where teachers are threatened and closed off to resources that would potentially help them (like instructional coaching, for instance). Working in an anxious state does not benefit anyone. It has made some administrators into micro-managers and destroyed the camaraderie of building staffs. You are beating the horse that is supposed to be carrying you. If a teacher pestered and nagged and brow beat a student this way, they would be fired. Why should we expect positive results from a negative dynamic? 

		122		Feb 09 2018 06:42 PM		Tests are too long. Although some testing is necessary, I think the tests are guiding instruction to the extreme and many schools are bribing kids to perform. That is too much pressure for kids and I would rather have my child learning fun things rather than finding another reason to despise School. Also School accountability standards do not take into account the fact that schools with ESL Learners will automatically do more poorly regardless of the quality of the teacher. Testing results are encouraging middle-class kids to move to magnet schools. Meanwhile segregation of lower-income and homeless are stuck at the home schools.

		123		Feb 09 2018 04:24 PM		It's a joke.   Everything we implement in the state is done half ass.  Math standards and lack of curriculum and now science standards.   It shud be rolled out over several years.   Doing professional development for a year,  implement partially with feed back and support for a year,  and full implementation for another year.   It's needs to be progressive. Not dropped in the lap to implement. 

		124		Feb 09 2018 04:21 PM		I am a former teacher - retired 2 years ago.  The information received at the end of the year seemed useless.  I think the students should be tested at the beginning of the year.  I know over the summer they lose a lot but the test results, reported in a timely fashion, would have shown what they actually learned.  I agree that High School Juniors would need to take year end assessments and SAT tests.  I taught 5th grade and it would have really helped to have had the front end test.  Year end to me was a waste of time.  The kids were tired of school by then.  At the first of the year the students are excited and have set goals.  Yip - all about first of the year assessments!!  I also like using the nationally normed monthly formative assessment I gave the students.  The results of these test were kept in a student binder.  The parents loved to see how their students compared to the nationally normed scores.  They were more interested in those comparisons than to the obscure 0-4 report card grading using the hard to read content standards. The student work samples in the student's data binders were also important and helpful.  Parents had a better understanding of the student's understanding and the areas in which they could help them.  I worked at a title one school with a high migrant population in the Twin Falls school district.   

		125		Feb 09 2018 03:16 PM		It seems like it would be a valuable investment to research how the outside variables impact the scores on the assessments. For example, some students experience anxiety just knowing they have to take a test. Other students who have been sick go to school because the teacher told them they couldn't miss the assessment day. I have seen my seniors take these tests when they have not been at their physical or emotional best, and didn't do well. However, they continued to have straight A's in the class and work required. 





		126		Feb 09 2018 03:08 PM		The Idaho State Board of Education gets an F. They are too busy designing their own things instead of using Federal guide lines. If our students are to compete on a global level then they need to be trained that way. Why re invent the wheel?

		127		Feb 09 2018 02:48 PM		Many of the questions on this survey are written poorly.  Not everyone understands what the acronyms are.  No one is supposed to have seen the questions on the standardized tests, yet we're asked to rate how well the questions address the standards- what kind of question is that?! Some of the questions contain two different topics, yet we are supposed to rate them as one.



This document does not seem sincere, and it is greatly flawed. 



And since you asked...  Idaho uses a fluency test to assess elementary reading.  Fluency is only ONE piece of literacy, and it certainly is not the most important piece.  I know many students who can read words but have no idea what they read, and I have seen many students who read slowly (and intentionally- close reading) but have amazing depth of understanding.  Fluency should not be a state mandated assessment.

		128		Feb 09 2018 02:03 PM		There are better and cheaper tests to use that provide more immediate actionable feedback for teachers. Get rid of the SBAC/ISAT.  There is way too much emphasis on testing and test results. Put dollars into the classroom trust parents and teachers to recognize student achievement at the classroom and local level. These tests are not improving student achievement. 

		129		Feb 09 2018 01:45 PM		The SBAC really needs to be looked at. Seriously.  At least the NWEA MAP test gives student growth and ACT projections.  It also breaks ELA and Math down into RIT concepts of learning that can help with individual growth and placement.  The MAP test also only takes about 70 minutes vs the SBAC which can take all day for some kids. SBAC doesn't do anything with data and it is way to long! Asking a elementary students to take that test is criminal.  Burning kids out so that by the time they take the SBAC in 8th grade, they are totally apathetic.  Last, having a student in special education take a test that isn't criterion referenced should be illegal.  The legislature or state dept is so backwards on their thinking with assessments.  Thanks for reading.  Sorry for the blunt talk, but nobody ever asks and I took my opportunity.  Good Luck!  

		130		Feb 09 2018 01:41 PM		How does all of the testing help student growth. How do students benefit from the loss of instruction to take test that measure mostly how much information they can memorize about a given subject. We need to test problem solving and application of knowledge, not memorization. 

		131		Feb 09 2018 01:37 PM		I feel like the state tests in Idaho have been improperly used for years. The reports and results do not provide us instructional feedback that we need to positively impact students in classrooms. The results are often reported without telling the "background" story, which serves to shame & blame schools with high percentages of low income students, English Language Learners, and limited access to resources. 



Educators are not afraid of accountability.  In fact, I would argue that we would welcome valid and reliable feedback about our students' performance. EVERY teacher I know wants to give their children the best chance to be successful.  The current system does not provide that feedback, though.  It's more of an autopsy than a check-up, so there's very little we can do by the time we get the data.

		132		Feb 09 2018 01:27 PM		I have to say that as a child I loved the "bubble sheet" assessments. It was my chance to show what I knew and prove to the world that I was learning what I was supposed to. But I don't see that in my students. At all. They HATE the ISAT tests. They dread them. They are so PAINFULLY long and drawn out. I have to admit that I HATE them too. I put on a happy face and try to pump them up for them, but they are just miserable.In the reading test especially, the passages are just so long! I deal with struggling readers, but even the average reader would lose interest and move on with the length of these passages. There also isn't parent support for these tests at all. We have nearly half of our school Opt Out of these tests because parents (and maybe some teachers) think they are a waste of time. I would have to agree. I believe in assessment when it gives me timely and useful information. I don't feel that our current system does that at all. I would rather have a short 30 min to an hour assessment given 3 times a year (with results delivered instantaneously or nearly so) than this long 3 hour craziness with results back the following year. How is that helpful?

		133		Feb 09 2018 01:24 PM		There is too much reliance on statewide tests.  Idaho students would be much better off if teachers were supported in developing expertise in classroom assessment.  Rick Stiggens back in the 1990's had an excellent classroom assessment training program.  The DWA and DMA were great and easily translated into classroom practice.  Today's testing makes testing companies rich and does little to help kids.  We are on the wrong path.

		134		Feb 09 2018 01:22 PM		I don't believe that the overall educational views are really making a difference in the day-to-day education of our students.  

		135		Feb 09 2018 01:19 PM		Being that we are using an 11th grade test to evaluate our 10th graders, it is unreasonable to say that it is a fair test. The SAT would be a better assessment of student learning. It would also help us work towards one goal. 

		136		Feb 09 2018 01:12 PM		I think way too much time is spent on assessment when that time would be better used allowing teachers to teach!!!

I also believe that too much emphasis is placed on evaluating the teacher, schools, and programs based on these assessments without holding parents responsible for their child's academic success, even though the parents are a child's first and most important teacher in many ways.  Parents need to be held accountable as much, or in some cases even more, accountable than the educators who put their hearts and souls into helping students succeed!!  Especially when those children are battling many deficiencies and problems brought into the school setting from their home environment!!

		137		Feb 09 2018 01:01 PM		Student assessment for the purpose of measuring mastery is important.  There must be a balance and not a high stakes assessment.  The teacher in the classroom is the expert and thus should have the highest ranking in determining what assessments should be administered.  

		138		Feb 09 2018 12:49 PM		Testing takes too much instructional time away from students.  The very idea that testing begins in the spring, weeks before school is released, is incredibly stressful for teachers and students alike.  We have nine months for the entire school year but due to testing, we have to teach everything in (much) less time than that.  Not to mention, students are tested in the classroom, both formally and informally.  About two weeks after school begins (if that much), I have a pretty good idea of where my students are functioning (and will continue to function) academically. I am as good of a judgement (if not better) of growth/proficiency as an end of the year assessment.    



Students are tested, tested, tested, tested.......and the tests are so difficult.  I remember when the word "assessment" or "test" meant something.  Now that students are tested (frequently) both formally and informally, at the beginning of the year, the middle of the year, interim assessments, and end of year testing.......it is too much.

		139		Feb 09 2018 12:28 PM		We need to focus on TEACHING the kids and less on teaching the kids a test.  We need to focus on what is going on in their life and be understanding.  I am so tired of the school districts focusing on the test and not focusing on what these kids can learn.  I also am tired of our teachers getting punished because a student is tired of testing and not wanting to do their best.  Enough with the testing and lets teach the kids.  I want to see the legislators sit in a computer lab and take assessment after assessment.  They have to sit there for 4 hours and not move an inch. I can see changes being made after this experience.    

		140		Feb 09 2018 11:56 AM		As a follow up to #32, we're a small district (McCall-Donnelly).  There are 320 students in grades 9 - 12.  There appears to be a correlation between students who take Algebra I as 8th graders and proficiency on the mathematics ISAT in 10th grade.  Performance on the 10th grade ISAT may be a curricular alignment issue.  



Additionally, the 10th grade ISAT in both ELA and Mathematics may not be necessary, due to students taking the SAT.

		141		Feb 09 2018 11:53 AM		There are too many science standards for the 1/2 kindergarten program.  I suggest to either remove some of the standards or make the kindergarten day required and a full day.

		142		Feb 09 2018 11:49 AM		WIDA ACCESS 2.0 poses some culturally biased questions, e.g., How does your parent get home from work? The correct answer is supposed to be "a train".

		143		Feb 09 2018 11:08 AM		I am consistently/continuously losing faith in our education system in our country and in our state.  The fact that the title of this survey is "Survey of Idaho Stakeholders on Key Assessment Issues

January-February 2017" throws me off.  Am I really supposed to be thinking of the previous school year?  If so, this survey should have been sent out months ago.  If it is supposed to be for 2018, then this is evidence of how little anyone "in power" actually cares about the education of Idaho children.

I don't think the large number of "assessments" done are indicative of the quality of education the children receive, if they are actually learning a particular subject, or if the teachers are teaching any particular subject effectively.  The children spend FAR too much time watching educational videos in class or simply watching movies in class.  Teachers teach more for testing purposes than to actually help the children understand entire subjects.  Our public education system wants all children OUT of the public education system as soon as possible because the politicians feel education is a waste of money (and their children go to private schools or at least will have an easier time affording a college education).

Magnet schools and charter schools are a horrible idea.  Our public education system should offer the same opportunities to all children, not just children who live in a particular area or because some person or group thinks they can educate children a certain/different way.

		144		Feb 09 2018 10:52 AM		Tying teacher evaluations is not a good thing. Too many factors influence how a student performs on a test.  I just heard today of a student that said he hates standardized tests and finished the WRA 100 question test in about 10 minutes and  scored a 24%.   How does that show anything about the effectiveness of the teacher?

		145		Feb 09 2018 10:49 AM		Industry certifications for students and teachers should be promoted. 

		146		Feb 09 2018 10:17 AM		Schools are doing well in meeting and advancing the schools and district respective mission and overall objectives. 

		147		Feb 09 2018 10:00 AM		As an educator I do not like that test results do not show factors that are out of the control of the teacher, yet it feels like we are held accountable.  Such as poor attendance, getting students a month before testing.  It seems unfair to educators as it doesn't paint a complete picture of the instruction.

		148		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		We spend too much time having our kids take assessments.  K-2 takes a minimum of 6 six assessments in reading and math that are summative in nature.  3-5 take 8 assessments that are summative in nature.  This does not count interim assessments.  For many students the current ISAT is too long.  The kids give up and the scores are not indicative of what they know.

		149		Feb 09 2018 09:51 AM		I believe too much emphasis is placed on the ISAT scores in the West Ada district. I know many, if not most, students don't care about how they perform on the tests because it is not tied to a grade in the class. As a parent of students that take the ISAT, and as an educator, I understand that unless there is some buy-in from students, the scores will not be an accurate reflection of what students know and have learned. My own child is in all honors, AP, college-level classes in high school; she carries a 3.9 GPA...she has told me she doesn't try very hard on the ISAT tests because they don't matter. If the higher levels of students don't care, it would be expected that the lower level students really don't care how they do. It is crazy to evaluate a teacher based on ISAT scores when students are open about not trying hard or caring about the test. There are so many factors that go in to how a student performs on an ISAT; reading and writing ability, comprehension, emotional factors, inability to sit and focus for long periods of time, testing on a computer vs paper, etc. If the tests are going to be used to assess student learning, there needs to be something in place that does have a direct impact on students, such as doing  poorly on the ISAT test would require students to have a lab class in the place of an elective, or retaking a class if the student is also failing the class.

		150		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		The state of schools is very sad. I have watched my students LOVE to learn and be engage to now coming because they have to.  The requirements,most especially at the K-5 level where their life experiences are still very limited and their development often delayed in low socio-economic areas, which is out of the control of the schools or young students, are beyond what most children are prepared to do. Instead of encouraging unique thoughts, we are pushing them to conform into a box. We are testing, testing, testing, testing, and testing, and cramming material down their throats at a pace that is too fast in order to cover the material on a "test." Sadly, Common Core is supposed allow students to dig deeper, and the pressure of testing in the elementary grades forces teachers to skim the surface and not dig deeper. 



Teachers are leaving this profession due to the pressures from local, state, and national governments. We are too big of a nation, with to diverse of a population, to compare ourselves to small European countries. But, I will say, when those countries take AMERICAN research and apply it to teaching practices with great success they must be doing something right.  LOOK AT THE RESEARCH that has been done about teaching, child development--specifically brain development, trauma, and testing. It is clear we are doing a disservice to America's children, and shame on the state of Idaho for jumping on the testing bandwagon rather than offer valid and sound solutions. It has become and embarrassment to our profession. Our students are starving for knowledge--testing does nothing but discourage them especially those who have enough against them already thanks to the mess their parents have given them at home. 

		151		Feb 09 2018 09:36 AM		I’m a first grade teacher so I do not know much about ISAT testing.  However, IRI does impact my classroom.  With state reporting being focused on letter sound fluency in the Fall and Reading Fluency integrates Speing.  I feel it is necessary to have a Winter IRI given to all first graders to provide necessary data for teachers and parents.  As teachers in the classroom, we can assess fluency but it is often a different result with an unfamiliar tester.  It would be helpful to give them the IRI experience in the Winter and truely be comparing data - fluency to fluency.

		152		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Without having access to data reports in this survey it's impossible for the average person to know most of the answers. So every answer ends up being a guess for the general public. Having to choose an answer in any place without some questions having an "I don't know" option is pointless. While I applaud your sending this out to the general public, and encourage you to continue, it gives you incomplete and guesswork information. Using that information to guide what is done is not in the best interest of the children. More information is needed within the survey for the average person to respond with some degree of knowledge to make it the most useful.

		153		Feb 09 2018 09:35 AM		Teachers appear very busy already, and are spending too much of their time working on new initiatives and data collection popping up almost daily, and mostly appear to be coming from the district level.

Teachers need more support, or something taken off their plate.  They are suffering burn out and fatigue from whatever the flavor-of-the-month seems to be.

District and State offices need to consider before they come up with another "new and great idea."

		154		Feb 09 2018 09:28 AM		Are ISAT blocks given to students during EOC's?" If yes- why is this happening?





		155		Feb 09 2018 09:24 AM		We need deep learning, not teaching how to pass a test.  We need teachers whose performance is measured by the benefit to students, not how well their students parrot answers during testing.  We need students that know how to learn themselves, not a system that uniformly herds through an assembly line.  We need to allow students to carve their own path based on their own interests and aptitudes, not a predetermined regimen, one size fits all.



I'd like to see the education system reinvent itself, rethinking how education would most optimally work in this century.  The factory worker training format is becoming less relevant, even approaching obsolescence.  My thinking follows below, albeit a truncated overview of a better education system, specifically changes in how students participate, how teachers interface with students and how proficiency is measured.



Each student should be allowed to progress at their own rate to their own desired achievement level and ability.  They advance according to their individual proficiency in every subject, every topic.  A student's advancement should not be hindered by slower learners nor watered down to maintain the illusion of keeping up with peers who could advance faster or a school year curriculum that only allocates limited time on any given topic.



Educators should change from being classroom instructors to become motivators, vision painters and concept counselors.  The core training material should be a video library of presentations by the best instructors at a given subject.  The student learns by absorbing as much of the information they can from as many of the presentations as they can.  Their questions are directed toward the teacher for intimate explanation and 1:1 confusion correction.



As the student increasingly is able to absorb, comprehend and apply a set of lessons, their ability to demonstrate the application of their knowledge should be abundantly obvious, achieving proficiency and warranting advancement deeper into the given subject.  Testing shouldn't be a one-time thing.  Proficiency should be continually demonstrated, not a one-time test which is passed in large part due to the time proximity of the related lesson.



There are ways to drastically improve education besides tinkering with how much additional money can be allocated or how standardized testing is applied.  Fundamental problems with how education is administered remain which warrant rethinking how students, teachers and testing interact.  I encourage everybody reading this to pause and reconsider how education might optimally be built up from its foundations in our modern capability / culture and then plan steps to convert our existing system to achieve the new vision.  Yes, boldness will be required.  Only inasmuch as educators are bold, masters of their craft to the maximum possible will their students also likely be such in their eventual professions.



Jared Turpin

Engineer, Parent, Scientist, Student





		156		Feb 09 2018 09:10 AM		We spend way too much time testing students on the ISAT assessments at the end of the year.  We require students to type - and they are not well equipped to do that in the early years of testing.  Students tire quickly and then just answer any questions they can do be done with the assessment.  For many students, assessment results are NOT valid.  Teachers should NEVER be evaluated on student ISAT scores.

		157		Feb 09 2018 09:07 AM		The block assessments have been very useful, but growing the standardized testing to try to incorporate ALL that could be tested does not make sense. There needs to be a dipstick that can measure programs but it does not need to replace teacher designed assessments. Otherwise you'll all find yourselves creating an assessment that tries to incorporate too much, takes too long and costs too much.  Thank you!

		158		Feb 09 2018 09:05 AM		I feel that the trainings provided about assessment are adequate for my grade level- 1st. However, I am getting increasingly irritated hearing about how we should be preparing kids to take the ISAT as early as Kindergarten. We are happy to do our part to provide the rigor necessary for kids to be proficient in the standards, but the language needs to change from "to prepare kids for the ISAT" to "to prepare kids to master the standards." I did not become a teacher so that kids could pass a test. I became a teacher to prepare them for the word.

		159		Feb 09 2018 09:03 AM		We are losing valuable instructional time because we spend so much time testing. In small rural schools that have mixed ages in high school classes, we lose 4 weeks of instruction because on any given day , during testing, we could have 50% of the class gone. The ISATS offer very little help to educators, if we want valid and reliable data we should do a fall and spring test-then we can see student growth on the same students. Does us no good to have results available to the district after all the students have left for summer. Cut the time down on tests. You don't need a student to do multiple reading/writing prompts to see if they understand. Struggling readers, Title I students, always score lower on the ISATS because they read slowly and then get bored and just plug in answers. So what is that really testing? Why not just use the EOC's that show the growth of students? 

		160		Feb 09 2018 09:01 AM		The math assessments no longer evaluate a student's math skill. They have grown beyond simple computations to large story problems that depend on a student's literacy and comprehension level. The problems are so large that if a student gets one part wrong, he will get the next four answers incorrect as well. These problems depend too much on the student's memory and language knowledge. That is a huge handicap for EL student, special education students, or any student who just does better at math than reading. It's not a level playing field. In addition, the tests would be better designed with actual classroom teacher input. Teachers have been told since undergrad. not to teach to the test. That is exactly what is happening now. The large amount of assessments and assessment time takes away 2 months of a teacher's classroom teaching time. Unnecessary and absurd.

		161		Feb 09 2018 08:49 AM		State and federal mandated testing has ruined the education system.  Teachers are no longer able to teach.  All students do is prepare for the mandated testing.  People do not learn one way.  We are all unique so, to have one test that determines our intellect is idiotic.

		162		Feb 09 2018 08:39 AM		We as a state are ranked 47th in the nation in education. This is horrible and needs to drastically improve.

		163		Feb 09 2018 08:38 AM		No matter what we do or how we approach state assessments, students do not care, especially since the State Board of Education removed passing scores for graduation.  The scores do not mean anything because they are not an accurate, true representation of what a student knows and can demonstrates.  It is complete waste of time and money.  

		164		Feb 09 2018 08:35 AM		In my opinion, we need fewer, shorter assessment tests.  In watching my kids they seem to spend a lot of time preparing for the test and having teachers & administrators stressing how important these tests are.  It is creating quite a bit of anxiety as they approach the testing period.



I think if we really want to gauge how effectively the standards are being taught we need to have testing that isn't so "high stakes".  What has the student really learned & retained?  My oldest is a great student who works really hard and gets "A" on nearly all assignments, but she tanks tests.  It is mostly due to anxiety, she knows the material but freezes during a test.

		165		Feb 09 2018 08:29 AM		     I take it to be an unfortunate situation when questions are phased the way some questions are in this survey as in, "From the list below, select the three areas where you believe the state assessment system is performing the best." One can gather from the questions included, the position of the group doing the questioning and their apriori assumptions. To wit, that this test has more or a different value than it does. Any standardized test is a snapshot in time and nothing more. I find it disappointing no one questions the engagement students concerning standardized tests. No one questions the test's pedagogy, nor applies any scientific studies of cognition to that pedagogy. Can a twelve year old child pay active attention for two hours?  Please do not take my comments as contentious ones, I respect your work and our shared goal. However, I wish for more consciousness and a broader perspective to be brought to bear on this topic. 

		166		Feb 09 2018 08:02 AM		I think less time needs to be spent "teaching to the test" and more time needs to be spent on educating our students.  The assessments in the spring do not adequately reflect the knowledge of the students.  It is only one set of tests and does not show the big picture of what the student actually knows.  The ISAT tests are long and intimidating.  There is a lot of information given on each of the screens with some really long stories.  I can almost guarantee that the stories are not read in their entirety by most students.  The ISAT tests also require a lot of typing, a skill that the younger grades are not strong in yet (not having the full typing dexterity of an adult).  The answers that they give reflect more on the effort they feel like giving vs what they actually know and are able to type in a timely fashion.  Also, these are kids.  They worry about taking too long on a test, getting to recess on time, when lunch is, where their friends are, what is going to happen next in the book they brought with them to read, etc.  The results just show how much effort they wanted to give on the day of the test.  These test should by used as a guide, but definitely not used as a way to assess the teaching skills of the teachers or how much knowledge the students have.  They are just a one day glimpse at the skills of the kids.  

		167		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		You are asking the wrong questions.  And the survey is poorly worded.  How can you have a scaled response to a question about whether or not testing purposes are understood?  I can understand the purposes of the assessment AND disagree with them.  These kinds of questions provide you with the results you want rather than being a meaningful survey about assessments.  Assessment should only be used as a feedback to the teacher for growth and progress of the student in order to set goals etc.  Attaching scores to accountability, whether it's a teacher or a school, ignores the complexity of the system in which we work.  I am concerned that the new science standards encourages Idahoans to ignore the FACTS about fossil fuels and the human hand in climate change. As a parent, I wish I had an alternative to this outrageous omission in the science standards.  The time, effort, and money used to assess knowledge of content for reasons other that feedback is wasteful.  Our children are more than empty vessels in which to impart content.  We should also be teaching collaboration, communication, critical thinking, innovation, and resilience.  These assessments ignore these critical skills and uses the content standards to push out any choice or time for the educator to teacher skills that he/she understands are professionally necessary.  As a native Idahoan, an educator, and a parent, I am extremely diappointed with the direction of the Idaho State Department of Education.

		168		Feb 09 2018 07:56 AM		I have tried to be brutally honest here, reporting on this survey as an educator in Idaho over the last 12 years.  I think it is criminal what we are doing to children when testing time comes around.  I wish our leaders and parents would come and actually witness the sadness that occurs in most students as they complete these "required" tests.  First of all, these tests are LONG, VERY DIFFICULT, and require students to use typing skills in order to provide evidence of mastery of certain concepts when many of these children are not yet proficient in these said typing skills and have even more difficulty getting their actual ideas onto the computer screen when those skills are required.  Are we testing their typing ability or their actual knowledge of a subject?  Also, we are more and more becoming a state of "teaching to the test."  This has been more evident than ever this year in my school district as we have been hounded almost weekly for data, data, data, and a curriculum that is supposed to better align with the ISAT test questions.  I have witnessed time and time again students with great anxiety not perform well on these tests yet, this ONE test is supposed to measure their achievement for a years worth of learning.  ONE TEST!  On top of that, teachers are now being put to the fire and being held accountable for this ONE TEST.  All that we do day in and day is out is now being weighed on ONE TEST that our students perform.  That ONE indicator is supposed to let our state know if we are properly performing our duties as teachers.  It's despicable.  Seeing many of my sweet students struggle, cry, shut down, and cringe when we even mention these Spring tests is hard to witness when I have seen what they are really capable of and the great growth that many of them have accomplished even if they many not be "proficient."  I know my words will not count for much.  But, again, what do I have to lose.  I'm just being honest.

		169		Feb 09 2018 07:48 AM		Does anyone see the irony in most of these questions.    The ISAT is not required for graduation, yet many questions allude to teacher and district accountability.      Other questions ask if Idaho should spend more on a test that doesn't mean anything?????     Why does Idaho continue to pay for the PSAT and SAT, along with requiring 10th graders to take the ISAT that means nothing to them?    Have 10th and 11th graders take the PSAT and SAT, and drop the 10th grade ISAT.    Just saved the state some money.

		170		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		Schools and educators should not be evaluated by test score results. School Boards and Superintendents must be the source of how to evaluate if teachers and administrators are doing their jobs.  

		171		Feb 09 2018 07:40 AM		My concern with all the topics is that we seemed to have moved from basic goals of education.  There is such a high focus on the test and scores that other areas get left behind.   I get a sense that students and teachers are focused on the "tests" only.  There seems to be a lot of pressure from all fronts to do well on the tests.   I'm just not sure that really helps anything.    So they know how to take tests.. but did they learn anything.  In my job taking test does not come up very often.  Every day is a test of am I doing my job well and improving or not. 

		172		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		Some kids have trouble taking tests - sometimes too much emphasis is put on testing grades.

		173		Feb 09 2018 07:34 AM		GET OUT OF COMMON CORE ASAP.  GET SOMEONE ASSIGNED TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHO CAN ADJUST THE CURRICULUM TO BEST SERVE OUR CHILDREN AND GET OFF OF ANY COMMON CORE NONSENSE.  I WANT MY CHILDREN BEST PREPARED IN KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO MEET THE FUTURE.  NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO GO TO COLLEGE, BUT EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE SKILLED AND LEARN TO WORK.   

		174		Feb 09 2018 07:30 AM		N/A

		175		Feb 09 2018 07:20 AM		It is difficult to even answer these questions because the ISAT means NOTHING to the students. There is no buy in. It does not affect them in terms of a grade, graduation etc. We put soooo much emphasis on the results but as the kids get older and understand it is "meaningless" to them they check out. And yet the state/districts use these results to tell us who is/isn't doing a good job. It is a HUGE time sucker and a technological nightmare for schools. At a minimum, we should go back to pencil and paper tests so everyone can test all at the same time and be done with it. As it is, schools are losing access to curriculum, time, their computer labs, computer banks, their libraries, and other unforeseen resources because schools are handcuffed to the technology. Schools with laptop banks older than 2-3 years do not even have the battery power to use the laptops for more than one testing session b/c the batteries die. Elementary school kids are losing their computer class for 4-6 weeks and teacher preps are impacted to try to schedule the needed technology. And the makeup tests are a double nightmare. The leadership stipend has been added bonus, but there is no way a person (teacher or librarian or counselor) could ever do it AND their day job. It takes over everything during testing.  

		176		Feb 09 2018 07:19 AM		This survey talks about the teachers and schools involvement in assessing and testing of students.  When do the parents take responsibility.  Students are with teacher a short amount of time and if the tests are not up to par, the teachers are responsible.  What about the parents, when do they become responsible.  Do they make their students read at night? Do they sit with their student while they do their math and help if needed?  Do they interact with their student about what happened at school today?  Right now, teachers are taking the brunt of the attack.  Teachers can only do so much.  It needs to be a team effort.  Teachers working with students at school, and parents taking an interest and working with their students at home.  It's a two way street and teachers should not be warding off the attacks.

		177		Feb 09 2018 07:17 AM		State assessments are being used in schools too early. There is not enough instructional time to prepare students adequately for success. Students and parents have a negative opinion on assessments. A few end of the year assessments do not accurately determine if a student has mastered a concept.

		178		Feb 09 2018 07:16 AM		This survey is structured to give you the answers you desire. Bad survey maker. Bad. Go sit in the corner.



Oh, and proofread before you publish...

		179		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		The test is weak, time-consuming, expensive, and unrealistic.  There are so many factors involved in a student's test performance as to make this high stakes effort counterproductive.  Leave testing decisions to the teacher and school district.  

		180		Feb 09 2018 07:15 AM		It would be nice to use the results of the test to level the students.  By keeping above students with low preforming students it creates behavior problems and slows the learning to the lowest student. By leveling the above preforming students could move on in the learning and not come up with bad behavior because they are bored. Also, the overall performance on the test would go up.  

		181		Feb 09 2018 07:14 AM		I believe that the emphasis on reporting testing scores it much to important in our district. We need to hear as parents more about how the students growth is being monitored and how these testing scores are affecting our programs growth and development for future success  with these skills.

		182		Feb 09 2018 07:04 AM		A good educator is capable of assessing the knowledge of a student. A district or state written test is a waste of time. Too much time is spent testing. So much so that my 4.0 high school student checks out and decides that it no longer matters because she/he is tired of testing. A waste of time. 

		183		Feb 09 2018 06:51 AM		Current ELA ISAT Performance tasks are unreasonable and unrealistic.  Writing a multi paragraph response requires a rough draft, editing, revising, and final draft.  Elementary through University education makes this a process that can last days to weeks not 2 to 3 hours in one day.  

		184		Feb 09 2018 06:41 AM		If we use ISAT data at all, it should continue to inform instruction and improve learning outcomes on the skills and content knowledge prescribed in the Idaho Core Standards and be treated as a tool for local and systemic research, not a judgement of students or teachers. 

		185		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		The fact that students don’t like testing is irrelevant to the process. It must be done to access their achievement, as well as provide a measurement of educator proficiency.  

		186		Feb 09 2018 06:38 AM		I believe the curriculum and some of the teachers are in need of review by school administrators.  For example, last year my son was forced to sit through weeks of instruction on white privilege.  We are certainly not privileged if we are living paycheck to paycheck, and my son should not be made to feel guilty that God chose for him to be born white.  Also, an Econ instructor he has this year told him that he could not use Fox News as a source for current events because as the instructor stated, "Fox News is biased".  Teachers political opinions Do Not belong in the classroom!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

		187		Feb 09 2018 06:37 AM		The amount of testing done, in particular at the elementary level, is outrageous. Schools do not feel that they have time to integrate STEM or the Arts (despite a wide range of data supporting the importance of this integration) because of the push on ELA and Math. We have swung too far to the testing side. We have lost sight of the need for teaching students to love to learn, to inquire, to experiment. So much time is now spent on pre-assessing, benchmark assessing, formative assessing and summative assessing. Students are stressed out by the pressure teachers put on them to do well on these tests. Some teachers have countdowns until the ISAT FIVE WEEKS from when the test will take place, causing too my stress on little children. There is little wonder why when students get to high school, the majority of them say they hate school and feel like it is a prison and they are just doing their time. If we want to raise successful, creative thinkers, we need to rethink the structure of what we are doing in Idaho. More testing does not equate to more successful students. 

		188		Feb 09 2018 06:11 AM		I would like teachers to be the determining factor for grades. They know the students better than any test can possibly ever know them. I have a student who knows the material but tests terribly. I definitely would NOT want a test to determine whether or not she/he would be successful in college. Many students hate school because they have to learn things they don't want to learn. However, once they get to college, studying subjects that are more interesting to them they are more inclined to do well. So, a test to determine college success in another waste of tax payer money. 

		189		Feb 09 2018 06:09 AM		What can be done for students who have a lower IS than peers but not 70 who must take an assessment that is way above their instructional access level.

		190		Feb 09 2018 05:03 AM		Because most colleges nearby use the ACT, I would prefer the ACT paid for rather than the SAT

		191		Feb 08 2018 10:02 PM		Idaho schools need to consider breaking free of the entire "assessment" and standardized test paradigm, including breaking free from federal funding. Assessments as constituted, and as profitably developed by testing companies, do *nothing* to enhance classroom instruction or student learning, and in most cases create stresses that are a detriment to actual learning. 



This survey is itself a flawed "assessment", as it exhibits clear bias toward the "assessments are good" agenda, and does not allow completion without submitting to a coercive list of topics or opinions; there are no options for expressing a dissatisfaction with the federal and state testing mandates, or opting out of positive opinions on various areas of the survey. That a stakeholder survey exhibits these significant issues that influence outcomes is a troubling reflection of my specific concerns with the testing/assessment model!



Children and their developmental and learning paths are not commodities, and cannot be addressed or quantified by "standardized" or "normed" test results. Standardized testing, formative, and summative assessments examine how well a child does on those sorts of assessments, and are not an accurate reflection of learning or growth. The whole mess needs to be done away with, and teachers freed to actually TEACH.

		192		Feb 08 2018 09:56 PM		Critical as a parent are THE ARTS and creativity. Also I worry about kids who won’t go into college but rather a trade or technical field. Are guidance counselors educating our youth about trades (college is becoming less valuable and excessive in cost). Career counseling with vocational options seems VERY important. Also too many schools talk parents OUT of IEPs and even 504s that are needed greatly for kids w learning disabilities and/or mental health barriers to academic learning. 

		193		Feb 08 2018 09:54 PM		I don't like state assessments. We are teaching to the test, not teaching the students. 

		194		Feb 08 2018 08:34 PM		Educators cannot be evaluated on how well students perform on state-mandated testing when testing is not fully accessible and accommodating for the large number of students with learning disabilities. 

		195		Feb 08 2018 07:48 PM		The ISAT is a fucking joke! Sophomores are taking a test that  was designed to be taken in a student's junior year (Smarter Balance Assessment). What a bunch of morons at the state department and department of education. Until that changes, I can give a fuck about anything that comes from that test. You can't make decisions when students have not had the opportunity to learn the material. Having students learn math earlier is not the answer. Majority of students, national data shows, struggle taking algebra. So why push them when they are not ready! MAKES NO SENSE!!!!! 

		196		Feb 08 2018 07:18 PM		The amount we pay teachers in this state is pathetic.  The idea of spending money on tests/assessments instead of increasing the pay of teachers is treasonous.  School depends on the desire of students to learn and to a lesser amount on teachers engaging the students to explore the subject.  The idea that any information that could be taught in school is important in the long term in a world in which the sum of human knowledge is literally on a small computer that I carry in my pocket is delusional.  Please focus on the experience of students and teachers and not on any sort of testing unless required by the federal government (and I might add - only required because of lobbying by those who decided to sell these tests).

		197		Feb 08 2018 07:15 PM		The fallible belief that this testing will yield actionable data is ludicrous. 



We compare our US system of education against other countries, and they are not comparable as they are vastly different in focus and application. We somehow believe more money is the answer to improved education; there is no correlation between more tax dollars and greater education. 



Where is the evidence based applications that we expect the students to learn and practice aplied in how we educate them about such... rather than rely on data and logic, the system relies on emotional manipulation to the general public into dumping money into, what I believe to be a broken system founded on erroneous constructs... I leave my opinion here.

		198		Feb 08 2018 07:04 PM		Teachers are just letting kids play on their phones.  This had been the rule for a few years and not the exception. 

 Admin. doesn't bother getting involved.  If you don't let kids on headphones to listen to their music during class you end up in an altercation.  The favorite teachers are the ones who have no academic expectation.  

Teachers tell kids they don't have to try on interims.  No one is grading them.  Again... the rule and not the exception.  NO one cares about test scores.  If you do, staff will turn on you.  

		199		Feb 08 2018 06:53 PM		I worry that if there is too much focus on the assessments then the students will be taught to the test and not receive a well rounded learning experience.

		200		Feb 08 2018 06:41 PM		I would like to see curriculum and standardized tests aligned not only at the district and state level but nationally....the SAT and ACT are NATIONAL tests and my daughters who used to be educated in Iowa were FAR MORE prepared for their standardized tests back in Iowa than they have been here in Idaho.  

		201		Feb 08 2018 06:24 PM		The list of tests provided leaves the impression that these kids are always taking tests of one kind or another and not spending the time needed in the classroom receiving instruction.  In general, there seems to be too much emphasis placed on test results - these test results should not be used to evaluate teachers, administrators or schools.  They are too subjective and not understood by the students taking the tests.  Assessment tools should should be streamlined and limited and designed for those taking the tests.  Student assessment is best conducted by the teachers responsible for the kids in their classroom.  



		202		Feb 08 2018 06:19 PM		While I support the need for various assessment questioning techniques, it not realistic to expect technology expertise to demonstrate ELA knowledge at 8 years old and be successful. They spend all their time “hunting and pecking” for letter that they struggle to remain focused on the skills they are attempting to demonstrate; especially kids that do not readily available technology. as a consequence, a “proficient” student requires 6-12 hours of testing to complete one part of the state testing.  Need for reevaluating where kids are developmentally and how they are expected to show knowledge.

		203		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		Special education programs are in need of more instructional and learning improvements by developing more current programs and methods to better improve each students progress. Idaho is behind in the methods and learning systems than other states especially given the growth in student populations of our schools. This is going to affect the future of our state and communities if not addressed now and going forward. 

		204		Feb 08 2018 06:08 PM		I feel that the state lacks the ability to see children who are falling behind starting with kindergarten. Children who do not attend full day kindergarten fall behind. Also the teachers are taught to teach to the tests instead of teaching what needs to be taught. Our children are falling behind in school and the State of Idaho does not invest in our children’s eduacation!! Wyoming gives each student their own computer to use starting in third grade! We can’t even get enough iPads for students in third grade! Funding needs to be put in education not putting on new roofs on schools that are not even five years old!! 

		205		Feb 08 2018 06:04 PM		I would rather money for assessments be as low as possible, reducing the emphasis on testing.

I would like the state to collaborate with other agencies and school districts to create a model for therapeutic day schools for students PreK-12 with emotional disturbances due to abuse, neglect, trauma and mental illness.

		206		Feb 08 2018 06:02 PM		The amount of time it takes to prepare for and administer state tests is ridiculous. At times it is a month of wasted instruction time to take an electronic test that the students just click through to get done as fast as possible. The millions of dollars spent on these tests would be better spent elsewhere. 

		207		Feb 08 2018 06:01 PM		Testing is WAY TOO MUCH! Let teachers teach and quit spending so much time testing.

		208		Feb 08 2018 05:50 PM		The current ISAT developed by SBAC is too complex in its structure and takes too much time.  Students also have difficulty maneuvering within the test.  They give up because of fatigue and the "cumbersomeness" of the tests and testing process.  The SBAC is also demoralizing for teachers. The accompanying support SBAC information is very complicated and very time consuming for teachers and schools to fully apply.  The reports are not user friendly.



		209		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am the former Director of Assessment and Accountability for the State of Idaho. Take my comments as exceptionally well-informed, or as biased. ;)

		210		Feb 08 2018 05:49 PM		I am disappointed in the state testing at least from middle school. The ISAT test questions are way beyond students ability. I believe in holding our students accountable for what they are capable of but much of the questions are beyond the levels of students. Who wrote the questions? Who determined these were the best types of questions? Were actual teachers in multiple grade levels consulted? Were students who are not at the highest level of each grade taken into account? 



I am starting to teach to the test and that is absolutely unacceptable. Our goal is to teach students how to learn NOT teach students how to take a test and do their best. 

		211		Feb 08 2018 05:34 PM		 Internet has caused kids think that things have minimal importunes are important. There should be more emphasis on scholastic achievement and less effort placed on helping children to get by. They should be motivated to do this on their own and should have some very motivating goes to work Toward children are lazy and don’t even want to try

		212		Feb 08 2018 05:33 PM		This survey was very stupid. I have no clue about all these tests what they mean and what should be done.  Do away with them all as they are stupid and pointless.  

		213		Feb 08 2018 05:28 PM		I hope that the reading passages are now all on one page so students do not have to keep scrolling back and forth to find an answer.

I wish students who need low background music in order to concentrate can have it when they take the ISAT.

		214		Feb 08 2018 05:26 PM		The ISAT test is too complicated for third grade students.  Many of them struggle with typing but could answer questions if a paper option was made available.  I believe 8 and 9 year old students are not able to do this level of testing.  This sets them for failure.  

		215		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		The reports of student achievement are difficult for parents to understand.

		216		Feb 08 2018 05:23 PM		Some of these answers depend on the grade/age of the students. Lots of computer assessments are difficult for young students. 

		217		Feb 08 2018 05:11 PM		If you want to improve the performance of students, then ELIMINATE or outlaw "Tenure" and Teacher's unions.  Allow the most creative, brightest, emotionally intelligent, and most enthusiastic to maintain their positions based on performance, rather than years of a butt in a seat...

 

		218		Feb 08 2018 05:07 PM		Many students are simply not engaged or intetested in school. There's a complete lack of wanting to do homework and a significant amount of parents that are not involved in holding their children accountable at home. Nevertheless, fingers are pointed at teachers as the ones responsible mostly in the end for student learning irregardless of home life, motivation and parental involvement. That needs to change. The more teachers are primarily blamed for poor performance in the classroom the less likely it is that performance results will change for the better and more teachers will exit the profession.

		219		Feb 08 2018 04:57 PM		Tests are too often unreliable predictors of student ability. They create anxiety and too often teachers teach to the test and not motivate and engage their students. Tests are often not reliable indicators of future success.

Some testing may be helpful, but way too much time is devoted without any appreciable improvement.







		220		Feb 08 2018 04:46 PM		Assessment tests are a WASTE of time and unnecessarily stress and burden students. The students who perform best dont do so because they have a firm grasp of concepts but becuase they utilize good test taking strategies, a skill that is WORTHLESS in professionaly life. As a software engineer i can assure you 'B' is never a useful answer.

		221		Feb 08 2018 04:32 PM		State testing is pointless at the high school level. Course assessments are the only tests of value in grades 9-12 and all others should be dropped to preserve classroom instruction time.

		222		Feb 08 2018 04:21 PM		I don’t feel that the mathematics ISAT is aligned with the 8th grade standards as well as it needs to be. There is so much riding on having good test scores but it doesn’t align to any standards well enough. I don’t believe it’s an accurate representation of what my students know. 

		223		Feb 08 2018 04:14 PM		These tests are just a blip in time one data point.  One data point tells you nothing. Three data point give you a baseline. Multiple data points over time provides usable information. However, they DO NOT predict how successful a person will be in the future nor are they an accurate way to determine how good a teacher is or isn't.  There are TOO many uncontrollable variables in teaching most of which the teacher has absolutely no control over. If you are going to evaluate teachers based on their students test results then you should be holding parents responsible for having their child(ren) ready for school when they start Kindergarten.  

		224		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		Question #27 cannot be answered with one answer.  Most teachers ARE skilled in the use and development of formative tests.  Quit putting teachers down.  I disagree with your negative comments about teachers



However, I do agree that students also need to know how to use formative assessment evidence to adjust their own learning tactics.





More importantly, I hate the state testing.  It is an unnecessary expense that just makes it necessary to hire more so called "experts" in our district offices to make sure we're testing the students correctly.  USE THE SAT AND THE ACT AS OUR PRIMARY MODE OF TESTING AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL.  IF STUDENTS CANNOT MAKE A CERTAIN SCORE THEN DON'T LET THEM GRADUATE.



ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS CAN CONTINUE WITH THE DISTRICT TESTS OF WHICH WE HAVE VERY MANY.

		225		Feb 08 2018 04:13 PM		My main concern is that we are letting the ISAT test drive instruction to improve scores rather than to focus on what students are learning and using a test that targets those areas.  I feel like the assessment data push is leading to focus on teaching more than on what students are learning.  We are spending too much time teaching test taking strategies and not enough time on the skills we want them to have.  Writing, for example, is time and cost prohibitive  to test, so it has fewer questions attributed so we focus more on reading to maintain higher scores while actual writing skills suffer.  Same with math vocabulary.  I feel the survey isn't valid either because my answers for a high school student would be different from a fourth grader (#16 and #21) The science questions don't work well either,  because not only do the ages matter there too, but the assessment types are stacked. I can think that projects have great value but to say that I have to include all the other assessments have equally great value and I don't.  While they each have merit if you give them all you are back to over-testing.  I know we need to assess how we are doing, but I much prefer to do small formative snapshots as we go along with a single summative test at the end that still isn't such a high stakes event.  I want to teach children and use testing to see where to go from there, be it forward or back a little bit. Hopefully students are also being surveyed.  I think they prefer to spend more time focusing on their learning and not on their assessment performance.

		226		Feb 08 2018 04:08 PM		Without a growth measurement the end of year data is an autopsy. Would like to use data in the year to adjust instruction.

		227		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		We are over testing, analyzing, and judging students each day.  There is so much data to collect, report, and organize that you are going to see even more teachers quiting and leaving the profession!  I put in 12 plus or more hours a day and work on school projects over the weekend putting in typically 6 hours each weekend day.   If I didn’t do this, I would never ever get anything planned, papers graded and put into the computer, or monitoring data entered into the computer.   I would be fired if I didn’t put this extra time into my job.  BUT, it is quietly expected from teachers!!! I feel sorry for all of the new teachers because all they want to do is teach the kids.  There will even be a greater shortage of teachers very soon!  I don’t know the solution, but something has to give........

		228		Feb 08 2018 04:06 PM		The SBAC Math ISAT lacks validity--I don't believe it accurately measures student ability, therefore basing programs off this assessment is a waste of time.  At the 8th grade level for example, all of the states that adopted had a high rate of non proficient students, including states that traditionally had higher scoring students.  When you have that kind of trend, you must question if the test itself is flawed/not valid.  In addition, the subjective part of the test (justifying answers) makes the reliability of the test suspect as well.

		229		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		Why have professionals create state science standards if lawmakers ignore their work and the testimonies of experts? 

		230		Feb 08 2018 04:05 PM		The West Ada School District is impressive. The staff, facilities, and infrastructure are top notch and I am proud to have my students here.

		231		Feb 08 2018 04:01 PM		Third grade should not have to take the IRI in the spring because they are already taking the ISAT. The other option would be to take the IRI but not the ISAT. It is too much for 8 and 9 year olds. There is too much emphasis on these tests, students need to learn to love learning, not feel like they are being tested to death.

		232		Feb 08 2018 03:55 PM		The professional educators in Idaho's schools are very knowledgeable about the different types and purposes of/for assessment.  The state would be best served to provide teachers with more timely data from state assessments and reinstate professional development days for teachers to carefully analyze data, create common formative assessments, unpack standards, and collaboratively plan instruction based on the data.   

		233		Feb 08 2018 03:53 PM		I wouldn't have a problem using these assessments to show what I have learned, but I do not believe it is fair to hold me accountable to what a 10 year old decides to do the day of the test.  It will never show the true test of what I have taught them if there is no accountability on the part of the child, parent, and teacher in unison.  I think they are one indicator of how the child is possibily doing, but not the be all end all.  Unfortunately, the test is so convoluted and time draining, that the kids shut down, and we will never see what most are truly capable of.  There is something wrong when for years I had consistent scores that showed proficiency and advanced in my classroom with the old ISAT based off of the skills expected at my grade level, with only a VERY small percentage not meeting the standards.  With this new SBAC testing, I have been told I am a failure at my job because I only have about 30-50% that are able to pass.  I work harder now than ever and see fewer and fewer results for the fruits of my labor.  Instead, I am forced to spend more and more time justifying my job with all the data collection we are required to do to show that we are doing our job, instead of focusing our time and energy where it best needs to be-WITH THE STUDENTS!  I show up to work every day for those kids, but am finding it harder and harder to want to continue in a profession that I feel called to when I am told that I am no longer affective.

		234		Feb 08 2018 03:52 PM		As an educator, I feel I am having to assess more than I can teach and help the kids anymore. I feel it needs to be more of a happy medium. You need assessments to know what to teach, but too many takes away from very valuable teaching time.

		235		Feb 08 2018 03:51 PM		I found it difficult to answer many of the questions about the ISAT subject areas.  I have not seen the questions on the ISAT (other than the practice items).  I don't feel that I can adequately answer how well the tests align to standards or how well the test incorporates different types of questions.  How are parents, school board members, and community members supposed to answer those types of questions???

		236		Feb 08 2018 03:45 PM		Too much testing.  Test only on even years.

		237		Feb 08 2018 01:16 PM		Please include letter grades for students beginning in elementary school (perhaps 4th or 5th grad).  The current report cards may list a student a proficient, but this range is anywhere from 75-100%.  That's a range of a 'C' to an 'A'.  How can parents be expected to provide the necessary help if we don't know if our child is receiving an A or a C?



Thank you

		238		Feb 08 2018 12:24 PM		i am frustrated that the students are being tested on keyboarding and computer skills instead of math and reading/language skills. The keyboarding and maneuvering skills required on the test are too difficult for third graders. My students get frustrated and give up because they cannot type and scroll to the level that the test requires. Their knowledge and skills are not truly measured because of these technological obstacles. Many adults would be challenged by having to scroll, search, remember, and return to information.--which is required in the reading/language section of the test. This skill is extremely difficult for third graders and the confidence gained in the classroom quickly wanes.  They could answer the questions or write the paragraphs if the informational text was on paper--which is the way they have been taught.  Schools do not have unlimited access to computers to facilitate mastering these skills. I also feel that the test is WAY too long and too difficult for them. The test format is not designed to allow the children to show what they DO know and what they HAVE learned.  These issues cause me to wonder whether the formulators of the test have worked with young children and how they learn while using age-appropriate skills.

		239		Feb 08 2018 12:14 PM		We use so many tests that we fail to teach students real world skills like collaboration, research, project-based learning, etc. I'm not surprised Idaho falls so far behind other states. Teachers are neither valued nor respected. We are expected to parent as well as teach skills. We are not adequately compensated for our time. Students are treated like numbers or commodities. Parents are not adequately informed about the state standards and instead encouraged to pressure their children to perform like monkeys so we can have good ISAT scores. Until the state values collaboration, compassion, and creativity in its students, we will continue to drop behind. 

		240		Feb 08 2018 11:50 AM		NA

		241		Feb 08 2018 11:38 AM		What is the purpose of the ISAT?   So much is emphasized our district tests, and that's where I think things matter as the results are continuously used to assess needs in my own teaching and ways of student learning.   The ISATs are so cloak/dagger and mysterious, they serve no purpose.  They cause undue stress for students (if they even take it seriously).  Students are often being tested on being able to understand the question and not what the questions are asking--so how are we teachers able to help with that problem if we can't see the test?  (I'd like to go through the QUESTIONS to break apart what they are asking.   Serves no purpose.   I find more value in the SATs. 

		242		Feb 08 2018 10:27 AM		I feel we put way too much emphasis on test scores and not on what the students actually know.  We are really tracking how well they are able to take tests on the computer.  Teacher evaluations are too closely linked to test scores. Is a dentist scored on the number of cavities found in his patients?  There are students who are not able to do well on tests, but yet they know the material and can prove it on daily work.  There are also students who happen to be great test takers.  We can't control if a child really gets a good night of sleep before a test or if they were up late watching a parent being arrested or sleeping in their car.  We can't control things outside of school any more than a dentist can really control how often his patients brush.  There are also students who may not do well on the tests which in turn makes them feel worthless when in reality, they are fantastic at art or music which we do not measure.  Everyone has different strengths and weaknesses and we also need mechanics, hair stylists, butchers, etc.   

		243		Feb 08 2018 09:41 AM		If the state develops its own standardized test and if it is consistently administered year after year, it can be a valid measure of student growth over time.



The current tests are not reliable nor are they valid.  The tests measure a student's ability to navigate the testing system and not their subject knowledge.  The mathematics tests are not valid because they only test whether a student can do math according to the Singapore system, which is definitely not the best way to teach math.



Education was given to the states at the founding of our nation and the federal government needs to bow out of the education system and again leave it totally to each state.

		244		Feb 08 2018 09:23 AM		Test don't always tell you what you want to know

		245		Feb 08 2018 09:12 AM		Why are science standards important after removing things such as climate change and fossil fuels?  It will be difficult to keep up with the rest of the world now.

		246		Feb 07 2018 09:56 PM		Curriculum & testing don't align.

		247		Feb 07 2018 09:01 PM		Students are over assessed, and districts have become data driven. It’s not about knowing our children and students based on a number received on completion of a test. It’s about academically preparing our students in a way they are able to implement their understand through many means, and not just on a test. We have lost sight of what being a teacher entails. We are no longer educators, but rather test administrators, whose instruction is designed by what is on each test being given. In the end none of the results of any test has ever dictated what one will do with their lives. If it did everyone would remember how they individually performed on all their formative assessments. 



We place too much on the outcome of formative assessments that we lose sight of the important contributions our students make throughout their educational career. 

		248		Feb 07 2018 08:51 PM		You test the kids way too much and do not understand that many kids have test anxiety. Those who struggle with tests are screwed because of what’s on paper. A test does not fully represent a person. And teachers seem to worry more about testing than they do teaching. 

		249		Feb 07 2018 08:14 PM		If feedback is shared with policy makers, share this: Adopt the new amended science standards or the NGSS as they were created and get it over with. Pushing things back until enough people agree with you and have them removed is just ridiculous.



The ISATs are fine as implemented last 16-17 year. The plans for the IRI with iStation are an important change from the terrible read-as-fast-as-you-can model. iStaitions is not great at computer instruction, but the data from progress monitoring is great!

		250		Feb 07 2018 08:07 PM		The questions leading up to and including #24 are biased towards what the state views as a balanced system. Please consider that a year end only test (no benchmark) with training in formative assessment practices and/or project based performance assessments are valid stances to take. Eliminating its consideration, and others within this survey that are directed toward the producers views makes the survey statistically unreliable and unusable. 

		251		Feb 07 2018 07:58 PM		The first two or so blocks of questions in this survey were problematic.  The explanations given for the specified assessments, particularly regarding their usefulness and alignment to specific uses and standards, were incomplete, oversimplified, or simply not provided.  If nothing else, please provide links to the relevant information so the public (and survey respondents) can see what relevant information exists to make their determinations regarding, say, whether or not Idaho uses the SAT assessment appropriately or whether the ISAT is sufficiently aligned to standards.  This incomplete information suggests some significant limitations to the survey design.  Thus, I hope that these design limitations are accounted for in the collection and reporting of the data.  Given these design flaws, I strongly question the usability of these data.  I simply don't believe they measure the sentiment they *ought* (or claim) to measure.

		252		Feb 07 2018 06:07 PM		I think we spend too much time testing and not enough focusing on individual student needs. I don’t think that standardizing testing provides an accurate measure of a child’s ability.

		253		Feb 07 2018 03:38 PM		I believe that testing 3rd grade students on four state assessments (ELA summative, ELA performance task, Math summative, and Math performance task) is unreasonable. I feel that our students deserve to be gradually introduced to state testing...possibly beginning with one test in 3rd grade and then introducing one new test each year. By middle school, students would be better able to handle all 4 or 5 tests. 



I also feel that the ISAT/SBAC test is much to difficult at each grade level. We need to find an alternative test that better reflects what our students are able to do. Teachers should NOT have to "teach to the test" in order for their students to be able to complete the test. The current test is simply not fair to our kids. Every year I have students who end up in tears due to the testing. It takes some kids hours upon hours (sometimes even days) to complete even one of the tests. If the state continues to require that the ISAT/SBAC is administered, there should be a time limit!



To whomever is reading this, please hear me! On behalf of all teachers...get rid of the ISAT/SBAC! There are many other assessments we could choose from that would not create anxiety, frustration, and feelings of inadequacy in our students, but from which we could still gather the needed data.



Thank you.

		254		Feb 07 2018 03:07 PM		The students in Idaho are given too many assessments. Yearly testing consumes almost the entire last quarter of the school year. Other states assess students every two to four years. These assessments are just a picture of one day in the students lifetime, not their entire educational experience. Some students test well, while others have a lot of difficulty and stress related to taking these assessments every year. 

		255		Feb 07 2018 01:00 PM		Too much time and money are being spent on "testing."  Let the teachers teach.

		256		Feb 07 2018 12:42 PM		Regarding state testing, Science or otherwise, we need to have an EOY assessment to gauge the achievement of each school and district. I don't believe, however; the state could effectively implement training and support in formative assessment and data-based instruction practices. 

		257		Feb 07 2018 12:38 PM		It is hard to understand which standards specifically that students struggle on with how ISAT's are reported out.

		258		Feb 07 2018 10:54 AM		Some of the questions are hard to answer because a "student" could be any child K-12, and the answers never clarified which grade the student is in.



I believe we have proved that teaching to the test is not working, so why do we continue to do so?



Why do we continue to add more data collection and progress monitoring to a teacher's schedule with little or no support, small amounts of extra time, and NO extra pay?



The wisest answer choice on this survey was the one that has students taking an assessment in order to be promoted to the next grade level, or graduated.

		259		Feb 07 2018 09:14 AM		The ISAT's do not provide useful information for teachers because they are given at the end of the year. 

		260		Feb 07 2018 09:06 AM		Many of the questions on this survey locked me in to an answer I don't agree with.  High-stakes, end-of-year assessments have been proven ineffectual, yet that was the only option given for the new Science assessment.  Formative testing and project-based assessments are much more valuable and have more likelihood of successfully measuring student growth and mastery of content.



I was also forced to select at least three ways current testing is performing well.  I don't believe current testing is useful in many ways at all, so I selected three things it does for better or worse.  Current tests collect numbers based on a single performance by students in unfamiliar settings and on high-stakes assessments to which they are not accustomed.  Current tests share this data and judge teacher and school performance based on the numbers.  This is what they do, even though the research shows this strategy to be a poor way of measuring student achievement, predicting future success or remediating educational practices.



Idaho should be looking for ways to spend its money on improving education in our state, rather than improving testing, which has no direct correlation to student performance.  We need to spend the money on hiring and keeping highly-qualified educators, reducing class sizes and providing enrichment activities for all students.  We need to spend the money on communities, infrastructure and supplies and build student success by responding to their daily needs.  Success should be measured by promotion rates, graduation rates and matriculation rates.

		261		Feb 07 2018 08:43 AM		I feel a lot of time is wasted during the year on assessment tests. The time could be used to help students that are struggling in certain subjects. I am not sure the assessment test truly represent the learning of the students. The result could vary depending on how the student is feeling on the day of the test; attitude, health, problems at home, bullying, ETC...

		262		Feb 07 2018 08:17 AM		Assessments should not be used to measure teacher effectiveness.  Children grow and learn in a multitude of ways which should not be anchored to test scores.  I believe in learning about gaps but believe that the State of Idaho has an obligation to support teachers and provide safe learning opportunities (for all demographics and learning styles) rather than focus funding on standardized testing.  For a state with extremely low rankings, we need to address the real issues!

		263		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Standardized tests should not be used as a tool to evaluate teachers. 

		264		Feb 07 2018 08:08 AM		Idaho schools rank at the bottom in the nation, and major changes and improvements are needed.  Schools and teachers must be held accountable.  We have been failing our children and it is imperative that we improve.  I am tired of hearing that our education system is failing but yet when the State of Idaho tries to make improvements, the teachers throw a fit and fight any change.  

		265		Feb 06 2018 09:50 PM		Get new useful progress monitoring tests that do more in less time. Provide adequate summative tests, not the ISAT. The ISAT is useless and used improperly. Our system is failing. 

		266		Feb 06 2018 09:03 PM		It would be nice if more time were spent learning than taking state and federal tests.  Testing is over rated.  Look at Finlands education system & copy it.  It works well.

		267		Feb 06 2018 08:58 PM		These standardized tests only put pressure on our students. It's not about what a student has learned it's about how high a student scores which means more money for the government. There's material on the tests that some students never learn in class and that's not fair for the students. It's a waste of time and money as some students choose not to participate in these tests. 

		268		Feb 06 2018 08:43 PM		All assessment should be focused on student growth. In my 22 years, I have found that there is little correlation between teacher efficacy and student scores. Assessments should be used to help kids rather than demoralize educators. 

		269		Feb 06 2018 08:39 PM		Testing to drive instruction is important. Unfortunately testing has inadvertantly become the "cure-all." Too much time and money is being spent gathering data at the expense of remediation. Hours of testing means less time available for reteaching. It is very frustrating. I actually had an admin say gathering data is more important than intervention.

		270		Feb 06 2018 07:52 PM		There are many other options that provide better data and feedback. It is time to move out of the 20th century and into the 21st.

		271		Feb 06 2018 07:46 PM		ISAT tests should be open to the public and open for public review and comment. Some questions are ridiculous and inappropriate/unacceptable. Additionally, if a student is expected to know specific *important* data, they should be directed to the *most important* data by knowing the test data that they'll be tested on. Tests should be used as steering devices to point students to the most important data they should learn. Studying everything in general doesn't make anyone an exceptional specialist, plus kids forget most of the bogus unimportant stuff anyway. What specifics do you remember from school? 

		272		Feb 06 2018 07:25 PM		I think the book choices should be chosen from books that do not promote sex, death, suicide etc... I reported a book my middle schooler was asked to read. It was based on garbage with included a boys ideas of suicide. I tool tis to the board adn distric and was egnored, We had 2 suiceds in our school that year after this book was assigned.

		273		Feb 06 2018 07:05 PM		The ISAT’s are outdated and outmoded. 



We need tests that show growth.  The ISAT/SBAC are the same thing and they are not helping. 



We need assessment tools that offer progress monitoring. We need to know where they are when they enter the classroom, in EVERY SUBJECT.  We need an assessment tool that allows educators to assess at any time. We need a reporting mechanism we can offer to parents at the beginning, at quarter, at semester, at quarter, and again at semester to show growth. 



Autopsy tests are just that; they don’t give a measurement of student growth. 



As an educator and parent of two public school students, I want to know how the student performs at the beginning, middle, and end of every school year. 



None of the growth data should be attached to any one teacher.  There are too many outside variable to assign blame or accolades. 

		274		Feb 06 2018 06:21 PM		I feel that the test are not reflecting the true knowledge of the students taking them. As a parent of two my child reports of the testing and preform that is force on them before the state testing. So in honesty the students are being prepped for the state testing and does not show the true teaching ability of the teachers. I feel that the teachers are too comfortable in their positions and not teaching in ways that students learn. 

		275		Feb 06 2018 06:13 PM		The testing window makes it hard to schedule end of the year concerts and drama performances.

		276		Feb 06 2018 05:53 PM		The required tests are stressed important in the school and students are encouraged to do their best. Newsletters and marquees let parents know. My kids don't stress about them. But they tell me they hear of kids that just guess and don't try. These tests can't hold all the weight for a teachers pay or teaching ability or a school's ranking. Humans have free agency- some choose to try, some are tired, some are stressed from home or other factors. I have wondered why we do the SAT instead of the ACT. Most of our students go to colleges in Idaho, Oregon, and Utah. Those schools require the ACT not the SAT. It would be good to have info on why we have the SAT instead of the ACT.

		277		Feb 06 2018 04:08 PM		We are over assessing the students. Teacher stress is high in rural areas. Many non English speaking families...but students still have the same academic performances as English students. Teachers need lower academic cut scores for non English speakin students that can not write an essay on the ISAT performance piece. Teachers should not be evaluated and worth based upon non enflush families.  Parents should be evaluated on school attendance.

		278		Feb 06 2018 03:29 PM		I believe our schools NEED TO STOP!!! TEACHING TO TEST!!! and start teaching our kids to learn and think! Our kids are pushed sooo hard to test that they are not able to be kids anymore. It is soo sad. 

		279		Feb 06 2018 03:23 PM		The common core standards have improved instruction in Idaho.  However, they have been in place for eight years, and we are still looking for best practices for implementation.  When changes are made, the whole package needs to be in place. (assessment and teaching materials) Students can't afford to have years of uncertainty while teachers are scrambling to find the best methods to apply the changes.



Secondly, the current assessment is an endurance test.  In order to complete all the requirements well, students work about fifteen hours.  College students are not even required to spend that amount of time on their final exams.  The results do not guide instruction because they come after the school year is over.  It is difficult to assess a school's performance when a high percentage of the best students choose to opt out, not taking the test at parent's request.

		280		Feb 06 2018 03:20 PM		The state standards are vast and they are wide in topic.  Questions on the tests are specific.  If the educators cannot see the test and know specific skills and topics to focus on, the educators do not know how to improve their instruction specifically.  Also, questions often have ambiguity - who is checking the test for problems like  that?  It would be important that teachers see the test and be able to make sure material is covered in such a way that there is more emphasis on what is tested.  For example, knowing how to interpret figurative language is a state standard, but there are so many types of figurative language.  A teacher is pressed for time in the Language Arts area and so focuses on simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, alliteration, etc. but does not touch on hyperbole.  There are 2 questions about hyperbole on the test.  Because the standards cover wide areas or topics, knowing that hyperbole will definitely be tested, the teacher would make sure she got that covered even if she had to cut out something else that is not tested.  Our time is limited and the standards are huge.  We should be able to see the test.

		281		Feb 06 2018 03:15 PM		As a general rule, I think all testing should only be used to measure progress over time rather than cumulative learning for a designated time frame. Test scores are only valuable if the scores are used to help children revisit areas where they are weaker in order to ensure a good base for further learning. As a parent of a public school family, I accept that testing is a necessary evil for students, teachers and administrators, but on an individual level I wish so much wasn’t at stake on the results. 

		282		Feb 06 2018 03:13 PM		I think the ISAT assessment for third grade students should be done as an opportunity to expose the students to the testing format. The grades for the assessment should not be given state-wide but they should have the opportunity to take the assessment and become familiar with the formatting of the test. 

The ISAT assessment is especially hard for ESL and Special Ed. students. More accommodations should be available so these students so they could experience some success with this assessment.

The new iSIP assessment has been used this year at our school. It has some really good components but I feel it would be even better with a mixture of the electronic assessment and individual (paper and pencil) assessment. The electronic assessment doesn't give the correct 'big picture."

		283		Feb 06 2018 03:08 PM		It would be beneficial if parents had resources to track daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly of their child. Teachers only let parents know how their student is doing after the state test have been taken Or after report cards. Teachers need to weekly check in with parents on child’s progress. I know it’s more work for the teachers but it would be beneficial to parents and students.

		284		Feb 06 2018 02:54 PM		Stop changing assessments without time to evaluate their efficacy.  Stick with a plan and give it some time to try to make it work.

		285		Feb 06 2018 02:47 PM		I teach the most significantly disabled students in my district. I often feel that the state assessments give me no information that is worth while because the alternative assessments do not make sense for at least half of my students. this is not because I am a bad teacher and don't teach them. I believe all students can and will learn to some degree. I also believe that it is not my job to decide whether a student can learn, but to design curriculum so that my students can access the infomation and earn to the best of their ability. For some of my students they will never learn more than a few simple tasks. That is the reality and their parents know this. The state and federal government do not seem to know or understand this. The state needs to understand that a state or federal mandated test has little impact on what happens in the classroom. These assessment are used for all the wrong purposes. They are a snap shot in time and have very little to do with what a child is actually capable of doing.

		286		Feb 06 2018 02:35 PM		Both ISAT CAT and ISAT PT assessments and tests are too long for their purpose and have too tricky of ways to answer the questions.  Too much technology knowledge is required for young students to be able to excel on these tests/assessments.

		287		Feb 06 2018 02:32 PM		I only have a kindergartner at this time, but i can tell you they put way to much pressure on these young kids during placement tests causing them to not do as well under pressure so I don’t believe it’s a very effective way of placing them in certain prep classes. 

		288		Feb 06 2018 02:29 PM		The State program is a good theoretical program.  Much of the problem is in the lack of time, money and assistance for the districts that are most in need.  Teachers with double or triple classes in elementary, or five preps in secondary just do not have the time to do justice to such an assessment program even when they know it well.  Also the expectations for assessing severely disabled students are ridiculous.  Give some flexibility and latitude to the people who work with them, and trust them to come up with an assessment that meets the needs in  a realistic way.!.  

		289		Feb 06 2018 02:02 PM		On question 31, I did not want to select any of them. I randomly selected the last 3 just to make the survey advance. 

		290		Feb 06 2018 01:56 PM		I have long wondered why Idaho pays for high school students to take the SAT when most of our students attend colleges in the west where the ACT has been traditionally used. Additionally, most of our instruction is ACT based, not SAT. Both students and parents in our area are more familiar with the ACT.

		291		Feb 06 2018 01:49 PM		My issues with all the various forms of testing, lies in the amount of time used to get ready for the testing.  My child has been in public education for 5 years; and the amount of time dedicated to “learning” what “will” be on the test can be measured in months.  Then after the “tests” 3 of the 5 teachers stoped teaching; no more homework, class assignments etc... 

Stop teaching the “test”..... just teach a curriculum, then test the students retention of said material. 

I placed my child in a private school this year,  after years of witnessing his classmates not “learn” anything relevant other than how to take a test.

I’m sorry but when two years ago he came home with a math problem that ask him to make 10 out of 6+7 ( or something like that ) I decided right then to take charge of my child’s education. I don’t see my child ever returning to public education. 

		292		Feb 06 2018 01:34 PM		Unfortunately as a parent of two high school students (Senior & Freshman) and three step children (Junior, Freshman, and 7th grade), I am very uninformed. I really do not know what is going on this year with the move from Power School to Skyward. I believe we were informed when these tests were going to be issued, but at this point I feel very much out of the loop as a parent. So in regards to even assessing the standard testing...I can hardly provide valid feedback.



Luckily - my two kids do very well academically and I've not had to worry.

		293		Feb 06 2018 01:23 PM		I feel these tests are unnecessary and put undo stress on teachers and students. Why not improve the grading system? Go to actual grades instead of using, Outstanding, Satisfactory, etc. What ever happened to learning something and taking a test to see what you've learned? These so called assessments only give schools bad reputations if the scores aren't high enough. And to start in 3rd grade? Seriously? Idaho spends who knows how much on commercials, "don't fail Idaho", why not spend that money on fixing schools that are falling apart. You are failing Idaho kids by making them take yearly assessments. Report cards are perfectly fine to "assess" needs and short comings. Each individual is different. You can't say oh these 3rd graders, or 5th graders aren't learning anything because they tested terrible on the assessment. Why put an entire grade into a bad category when not all of them tested bad. Educating should be on an individual basis not grade and state wide. With report cards the way they are now, atleast in our district, they tell you absolutely nothing! They are completely worthless and so are these "assessments."

		294		Feb 06 2018 12:58 PM		I think that too much emphasis is put on state testing. We are constantly told to not teach to the test, yet so much depends on our school's test results. There are also consequences for a school not doing well on their state tests, which seems ridiculous to me. It implies that teachers are not doing everything they can to improve student understanding, growth and well-being. State testing makes it seem like all that counts in the end is the numbers that are put up by schools and districts, and yet factors like poverty level and the percentage of homeless students are not factored into those numbers. They are included, yet they really don't make a difference when it comes to comparing schools to one another. I understand why the state wants a test and wants the data, but because the states wants it so bad, teachers have lost the ability to foster creativity and to be flexible with their teaching. Students are pushed so hard to be ready for these tests, that they dread school and hate it at the same, which is very detrimental towards that student and their drive for further (future) education. It is also unfair to make a school take "end of the year" assessment to determine whether or not a student has learned everything they should for the year, yet they are typically given at the end of 3rd quarter. So a teacher has to cram as much of a full year of teaching into 3 quarters instead actually having a full year. This is extremely depressing and stressful as a teacher.

		295		Feb 06 2018 12:34 PM		Students are given little choice in types of assessment used, yet expected to be highly engaged in their own education. We need more student buy in. Some consider the tests redundant and do apply themselves fully to achieving their best.

		296		Feb 06 2018 12:25 PM		We have an ISAT to test ELA, Math and Science.  What about social studies?  

		297		Feb 06 2018 12:08 PM		It is currently a joke to have elementary school students take the ISAT (SBAC) Science Test when it counts for nothing. Elementary students are tested enough with the IRI, WIDA, regular ISAT, etc. Many elementary schools do not teach very much Science curriculum, if at all, and yet we test them on it. A freaking waste of time when teachers could be teaching reading and mathematics, or the arts, or, something, anything but having students take a test they will bomb and which nobody gets any feedback from.any way. Testing to test. All those Type A personalities in the legislature and at the state department who think they know how to edumucate.....



Summative ISAT scores come in after students have left the classroom, during the summer, so there is little use for these Math and ELA ISAT scores.  Many teachers do not even look at the previous year's ISAT scores any way. The test is always changing and some tests skew harder than others, yet we are going to publicly post scores so that schools can be "held accountable." Ridiculous. 



Question 31 is skewed. I did not answer it initially because I didn't think there were any relevant answers. Yet, I was forced to put something down. This is presumptuous to think that you have all the answers and will accept no other options.

		298		Feb 06 2018 11:50 AM		Now that I have had 2 top students go through high school in Idaho I believe that students are assessed way too much. The state testing is discussed by top students and other students as a joke that they see no use for. Many students do not spend the time to do a good job on the tests and since there is not immediate feedback on the parts that are multiple choice students lose interest.  Grading teachers on what a student does on a test is ridiculous. 

		299		Feb 06 2018 11:39 AM		my kids tend to test well but what about the non traditional learners, someone is smart but we need a way to show that they are learning even though they don't test well. 

		300		Feb 06 2018 11:25 AM		The interim assessments are great, but they take our students to long to complete, and they are feeling testing fatigue.   I'd like to see an offering that allows students to take the interim CAT assessments for math without the performance task.  I do not need performance task data, but can not get CAT data without students also taking the performance task.  

		301		Feb 06 2018 11:21 AM		Idaho's poor performance isn't just due to the teachers under-performing.  Teachers are blamed for everything. 

 At what point is admin accountable?  School boards?  District staff?  State staff?  



How do you teach reading with meager reading materials and no instructional development.  How do you intervene when a student is struggling with no support staff; paras, 1-1  interventionists, instructional coaches, mentors, etc.

		302		Feb 06 2018 11:14 AM		Students need to be given better feedback at the end of their testing time.  Many testing platforms are available that allow students to see the questions they missed and/or show areas they may need to improve upon.  Some will also show area where student performance was outstanding, above average, etc.  

The most important thing for students to learn is the value of their own education.  This is only accomplished when you give the student the necessary feedback to motivate them to improve.

		303		Feb 06 2018 11:06 AM		I believe the writing piece of the ISAT Performance Writing task is extremely bias.  Leaving it up to personal opinion has shown a big difference in scores.  I think it would be best to take that part off of the state assessments and would help with the large amount of time students are taking the test already.

		304		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel the test result are confusing because the wording indicates the student may or may not have met the standard. So which is it?



My answers are based on the practice tests available. Teachers weren't permitted to look at the test questions.



I feel many students take the test seriously, but way too many students do not. I don't believe teachers and schools should be evaluated based on student performance on a test the student doesn't care about.



Many schools have additional people at the school to proctor during testing. That is also an expense for giving the test. I don't believe $26.50 is an accurate cost for this reason.

		305		Feb 06 2018 10:59 AM		I feel like teachers/educators get very little training in how these assessments are used, what they indicate, and how to use that data to improve classroom instruction.  If teachers aren't getting that information, other staff members (counselors, paras, etc) don't understand the importance of the test either.

		306		Feb 06 2018 10:53 AM		I think that there should be way less standardized tests. These force teachers to teach to the tests. 

		307		Feb 06 2018 10:52 AM		Idaho is a state, that in general, does not want Federal interference in it's business.  By extension, Districts do not want or need State interference in assessing their students.  Since the "State" deems it necessary to evaluate, it should limit it's assessments to Math and Language Arts.



I also strongly believe that state legislators, governors, and education department people should be required to take the same tests the students take so they would have a better understanding of how the tests work, or do not work, and what they show or do not show.



Thank you for asking.

		308		Feb 06 2018 10:50 AM		One thing I would like to see improved is additional opportunities for students during the summer.  The current offerings are really restrictive.  I have asked on multiple occasions whether the district has math help in the summer.  Apparently it is only for poor students, poor English speakers, and troubled children.  While I agree whole-heartedly that those students should get help, I strongly believe the district could do a better job for all students.  My son has needed help in Math for several years.  I have asked repeatedly at school and at the district office.  There are no programs. I am willing to pay for such summer instruction.  But we don't have any offerings for students that are not poor, not in trouble, etc.   In Boise, there are private programs available.  In Twin Falls, we do not have anything.  I think we could do a much better job for our students.  

		309		Feb 06 2018 10:22 AM		How is the state reconciling onerous requirements of standardized testing with the philosophical change of moving from traditional education to mastery learning strategies and pedagogy?



What will future assessments look like when the adoption of mastery learning/competency-based education is completed statewide?



Are there specific plans for fundamental changes at the state level from traditional, high-stakes summative tests to formative, competency-based assessments? 

		310		Feb 06 2018 10:17 AM		If the test is going to be high stakes, then it should entail formative and or common unit assessments in addition to one summative test at the end of the year...

		311		Feb 06 2018 10:15 AM		No child left behind doesn't mean that they should just graduate! If they fail a class, then they shouldn't be allowed to progress with their peers. They may have failed because they are not ready for the material - and testing should be able to help educators understand the needs of students. However, students choose to just pick answers on the test, to get out of the room, and don't really care about their results because they don't need to pass to graduate, and they know this! 

		312		Feb 06 2018 10:12 AM		No child left behind isn’t supposed to mean you just pass them. Kids need to understand! Some kids test poorly or don’t want to feel stupid and ask for help. Common core needs to go away!!! Tests should only be for local educators to see how they can help kids....not label them or be done so feds say yes or no to $$$! My child shouldn’t have a record following them giving teachers ideas about them before they meet or teach them! More state involvement less federal!!! Testing costs more than $26.50 a day! Preparing for tests is weeks by teachers. Teachers on salary waiting outside classes for the test givers to release the kids! Some kids crying because after 1 day of essay that they can’t finish doesn’t help her or the others who have to sit and read in a room with a stranger until last one finished. I’m ashamed at what our state is allowing to happen. No more creativity! No conversations! No parental input! Bullies telling you what to do or lose funding! I opt out of testing for my kids! She will not be labeled or given a how will you do in life score based on a highly controversial pressures testing environment 

		313		Feb 06 2018 09:50 AM		I don't believe that it is fair or adequate to use a summative type test (one time glimpse at student understanding like the ISAT) on  educator evaluation, school evaluation of effectiveness, or reporting scores to the public.  Most people don't understand all the impact summative tests such as the ISAT,  has on students.  

		314		Feb 06 2018 09:36 AM		When the teachers spend all of their time "teaching to the test" the test loses its value. There is way too much time spent testing. It should be used to get an idea of whether or not the instructional information is effective and or the methods of teaching them. We test constantly but rarely utilize any of the information to adjust the teaching methods. Kids sitting for long period of time is not effective - we have known this for decades yet most of our schools have hardly changed...WHY?? Here's a thought, look at what Finland or other countries that are successful in their educational efforts are doing and model ourselves after them. Why must we continually reinvent the wheel??

		315		Feb 06 2018 09:35 AM		Standardized Tests don't show us anything, because 1) the kids don't care how they do 2) you can't force them to do well and 3) teachers should not be held accountable for students who do not value an education.  Overall, the state of Idaho does not value education, because we are still pretending we are living 100 years ago when we were all rural agriculture and kids took over the family farm or ranch.  That is not us any longer!  Idaho needs to invest in education and stop being at the bottom of the scale for teacher pay and money spent per student.  We can't attract and keep good teachers, because they can move one state in any direction and make ten thousand dollars a year more.  We don't have the money to buy books, so that each student has their own copy to read - all reading has to be done in class, which wastes time.  The biggest problem is - the people who are telling us what we should and shouldn't do in our classrooms are legislators or other people who don't do our jobs and really have no idea what we are up against everyday!

		316		Feb 06 2018 09:27 AM		Accountability - Teachers who have IEP students, should not be held accountable for students results, rather the Resource teacher who teaches them.  They (the classroom teacher) only see these students maybe an hour a day.



Student performance on State Tests - some students will deliberately choose to do bad on their assessment. How can you judge the teachers when students perform badly?

		317		Feb 06 2018 09:25 AM		I understand the need for assessments to meet federal guidelines. However, I think there is far too much emphasis on the test in regards to teacher performance. The student is ultimately accountable for their own actions and motivations to learn, and teachers shouldn't be punished if a low-performing student falls in their class. The length of the assessments is tiring. Students feel too much pressure from their teachers to perform well, which is contrary to the goal. The new formats (multiple types of questions, drag and drop, etc.) are confusing, and unless similar practice exercises are previewed, they cannot be a true indicator of student growth. Errors will occur just because students don't know how to use the functions in the test. 

The part my students complain about most is the essay writing in the language arts test. The essays are taxing, and when they don't ever receive feedback on that particular portion of the test, they feel unmotivated to try to perform well. I know they are costly to grade, so how are they adding any value to the state and the student? Student's don't improve unless they know what they missed, but all they get is a lump score at the end of the year. Will they ever be able to see areas needing improvement in their writing? If not, it's not a valuable asset to the test. 

		318		Feb 06 2018 09:24 AM		I am a parent in the school district but I am also a school coordinator for the test. I do see value in the state testing the students to make sure that the school districts are performing correctly but I do not agree with the length of the test. This test takes up about 6 weeks of our schools teaching time and this is way too much. The test always takes way longer than predicted and we do not have adequate room or devices to get this done in a timely manner. I really feel that this inhibits the learning of our students because of the time it takes. I would love to see the students be able to come in and get the test done in a day or two and be done. Even if we have to go back to a written test until the Idaho schools all have enough devices to get the test done in a timely manner. 

		319		Feb 06 2018 08:57 AM		ISAT motivation: I've had my children tell me that the "motivation" includes things such as going to summer school if you don't do well, playing to their emotions on how it affects their teachers, and the "threat" of special education. 

Tests should not be used for these things - grades and overall classroom performance, are better indications of how a student is truly doing in the academic setting. 



The focus on testing does prevent some students from trying in their every day work because they feel that the teachers are supposed to teach about only what is on the tests that are used to show how "well" a student is performing.  The constant barrage of "do better!" and "you'll need to know all of this for real life!  We're preparing you for the real world!" is causing anxiety and stress in a lot of kids and the bottom line is still what is most concerning to some in the education world. Reality is those of us who are in "the real world" already know this is inaccurate and that we don't go around doing half of what is expected of our students on these tests - state mandated or not.  



Schools should put the focus back on the students, actual people who may be struggling or feeling overwhelmed with the constant testing or the constant "you'll need to know this for the test" because those are the ones that educators should be most focused on.  Not those who don't see our kids as people, just numbers on a test, deciding if student number XXXXXXXXX was proficient or not and using that data to fund our schools because that isn't fair to students, you know, the ones that educators got into the business of teaching for. 

		320		Feb 06 2018 08:49 AM		We need more student accountability on state assessments. Too many students don't care how they perform on them.

		321		Feb 06 2018 08:24 AM		Our state needs to put more money into teacher training. I have not gone to a valuable teacher training since before 2008 when our state funding formula was changed.



Sad. Our district is doing its' best but our training is inbred. 

		322		Feb 06 2018 08:22 AM		Giving the ISAT to sophomores when it is a junior level test makes no sense, particularly when most students who are taking the test have not completed Algebra II.  Giving the SAT to every student could be hindering our go-on rate.  The SAT is a test takers test.  Students who do not score well on the SAT are not doomed to be unsuccessful in college and career.  

		323		Feb 06 2018 08:20 AM		The testing at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, grade levels is not appropriate for the exposure to content that many student have.  This is NOT  a reflection of the education system, rather the background and experiences students have or don't have as they enter the education system in Kindergarten and experience life after entering school. Many students in rural districts or poor areas of urban cities enter school having never held a book, seen a pencil, and have below level language skills even as a native English speaker. Parents are FAILING their kids and school are paying the price.  Lack of funding, lack of training, and higher pressure to pass tests creates an atmosphere of push push push to test in time, rather than teaching based on student need.  If the goal is to base instruction off of test results, we are doing a very poor job in Idaho and rushing kids through just to test. Weighing the pig and not feeding it will not get a blue ribbon, it will kill the pig.  Stop killing education by testing students using inappropriate measures and out of reach expectations on teachers to fill a gap that parents should be accountable for. 

		324		Feb 06 2018 08:07 AM		Give a diploma after 9th grade. Entrance exam should be required for high school (10th-12th grade). Only those students interested in college should attend high school. This is what successful countries do (Japan, South Korea, European countries, etc.). This is why our test scores are lower by comparison, we make every kid go to high school and test every one of them. 

		325		Feb 06 2018 07:48 AM		Thanks for your efforts in this arena.

		326		Feb 06 2018 07:32 AM		We are spending way too much time and money testing students.  We are seeing the results of this in that students are willfully bombing these tests to say that they know our game and they are not going to play it.  Teachers hate them; but also love them.  Who would not want to proctor tests to take a break from teaching?  Teachers are the largest sub-group prescribed anti-anxiety and anti-stress prescriptions.  Teaching is one of the hardest professions to succeed in.  

		327		Feb 06 2018 07:25 AM		Until the State makes students accountable for the ISAT Testing we will not see their best efforts. 

		328		Feb 06 2018 07:10 AM		A test captures a student's ability at that moment in time, which could be impacted by numerous factors that the school has no control over. They may be hungry, the parents may have had a fight that morning, they may be homeless. To judge whether a teacher is doing his/her job based on a test is unfair at best and reprehensible at worst. Bottom line is that if the parents don't instill a value of education in the home, the government cannot replace that intrinsic value. 

		329		Feb 06 2018 07:04 AM		In question 29 I listed what I thought the assessment did the best. However, it is important to say that I do not think these areas are nearly as important. 

		330		Feb 06 2018 06:59 AM		Teachers at the college level should be proficient in speaking/teaching about formative assessments. When I was a pre-service teacher there was very little instruction about state testing, the process, the results, etc. The college teachers did not understand how to articulate the difference between a pre-test, formative assessment, and a post-test or summative assessment.



I attended a professional development course where a district testing coordinator demonstrated how to use the ISAT system to inform instruction. It was too short, and I needed to actually "do it" myself on a computer, but there wasn't enough time. I would like to see more of this offered to teachers.

		331		Feb 06 2018 05:42 AM		State should be focusing on student needs as well as schools.  

		332		Feb 06 2018 05:03 AM		Idaho teacher programs don't require teachers to take courses in ed assessment or tests and measurements. Thankfully I obtained my degree in Montana! Teachers I hold conversations with about assessment are very much in the dark. Seems that should be the foundation of education. 

		333		Feb 06 2018 04:35 AM		The IS AT is not a good measure of student achievement. It is too long for Elementary School students and not developmentally appropriate. It cannot be used to show growth, only grade level proficiency. NWEA uses RIT scores which do actually provide growth scores for students.

		334		Feb 05 2018 09:12 PM		There is a teacher shortage because the legislature created a hostile work environment by adopting the Charlotte Danielson evaluation system. The Charlotte Daniel evaluation system is being misused and is abusive to teachers. It encourages principles to avoid or ignore due process and does not improve teaching.  By Charlotte Danielson's own comments in articles, her evaluation was never meant to be a formal end of the year evaluation. It was meant to be a guide for individual teachers  to use to test methodologies. Get rid of Charlotte Danielson.  Give teachers the support they need by encouraging positive feedback and training.  

		335		Feb 05 2018 08:55 PM		Using test results to evaluate educators and schools when there is no genuine motivation for students to do their best is invalid, unreliable, punitive and vindictive.  It should be stopped.

		336		Feb 05 2018 08:31 PM		The tests are too long, too many, and way too difficult especially the writing section. In the elementary schools, students are expected to write a five paragraph essay ( a narrative, informational or an opinion) based off of two reading sources including citing. This test takes several hours and it is absolute torture watching students trying their best. (Come and observe your child or grandchild take the test!) We spend all year practicing prompts and citing, and only a few students have the writing skills to do well with such high expectations. (How about just an informative essay in the grade schools?) Students who are assigned the opinion essay have a more difficult prompt and it is not fair. As a parent, the my daughter's testing scores are difficult to understand and have little meaning. It is time to do away with the SBAC and find another test to fit our students' needs.

		337		Feb 05 2018 07:48 PM		At Or Near is a RIDICULOUS grade to give students for their block assessment. As an educator trying to use that for formative data I need to know are they AT the standard or NEAR the standard for that particular goal. That is a BIG difference.

		338		Feb 05 2018 07:39 PM		Third graders spend way to much time in testing during the year between ISAT's and IRI. These kids are put through a lot at a very young age. I have also received very little training or support on how to use ISAT data in my classroom. Are we suppose to use the data? and if so who is teaching us how to do this? and where is the time?

		339		Feb 05 2018 06:37 PM		The standards and rigor of the state standards are good, but the tests are not developmentally appropriate for many students. So tests are not testing content knowledge as much as test taking abilities. 

		340		Feb 05 2018 06:29 PM		I teach in a district where many students don't even try to answer assessment questions. What are the consequences? How can we prevent this?

		341		Feb 05 2018 05:46 PM		My last child is graduating this year, but I never felt informed with my 4 children when it came to testing. I do know my 2 that had trouble with math could never find help. I think the schools should make sure kids do great in what they will need in life and Dave the rediculous advanced stuff for a college choice.

		342		Feb 05 2018 05:13 PM		Many students are not currently motivated to do well on the ISAT (SBAC) tests because it does not affect them whether they do well or not. 

		343		Feb 05 2018 04:40 PM		I’m not all positive for state standardized tests...I don’t think one test accurately depicts what a student has learned...especially how they are set up right now. They don’t account for students who take tests in general poorly, or students who you’ve done all you can do to help them learn but parents are not on board with testing, they don’t see the value...students don’t see the value...especially elementary age.

		344		Feb 05 2018 04:20 PM		The tests are far too long (4 Days) & cause stress in the children. Grade school shouldn't be stressful. This must stop. 



		345		Feb 05 2018 04:12 PM		The time designated for assessment differs significantly from district to district. Districts that are using the Interim ISAT and blocks, perhaps MAP testing, and others formative tools, are spending countless hours testing students. Other districts do little in the way of formative assessment and spend the few hours on the ISAT summative assessments at the end of each year.

		346		Feb 05 2018 03:54 PM		You need to get rid of Common Core and spend more time letting the teachers teach. Teachers are the  best source of how and what children are learning...not a standardized, one size fits all test. These tests are expensive and a waste of taxpayer money. Wonder why we are 48th in education? Ask a teacher and what their limits are. Ask a teacher how the kids are learning. 

		347		Feb 05 2018 03:44 PM		My students are tired of taking and preparing for test.  They just want it to be over, even before the test begins.  They are tired of practicing for them.  I find some of them just clicking answers to be finished.  This does not give me any accurate information of what they know or don't know.  This concerns me.  I see this problem getting worse each year.

		348		Feb 05 2018 03:41 PM		From an elementary standpoint the SBAC, ISAT is asking too much of young children.  It's tedious, takes up a lot of instructional time and not appropriate especially for 3rd grade students.  It puts a huge amount of pressure on the children as well as their teachers.

Using current state assessments to evaluate/punish/reward schools and teachers is unfair.  Too many factors weigh into these scores.  While computer/technology based assessments are great for testing the masses, they lack in helping educators know what students really understand about the standards and content. I think the younger the child, the larger the margin of error is for technology based assessments. 

		349		Feb 05 2018 03:28 PM		I would like to STRONGLY reiterate the comments shared earlier by a colleague in my district:



I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		350		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		Testing needs to be given later in the school year. We have a whole quarter to go after testing! The testing window needs to go through May.

		351		Feb 05 2018 03:25 PM		As a Reading Specialist, I would like to know much more about the upcoming IRI and STAR test.

The IRI is one facet of learning to read and presently, has many issues - which are about to change.

What are the thoughts for primary students taking important tests on a computer?  ...even those in the kindergarten grades who may have never been on a computer before?



The STAR test is dated and out of line for many students esp. ELL (referencing to the encyclopedia and using the term: chuckel.  What is there to expect from this kind of testing?  When might it be updated and improved?  

Thank you for your time.

Jana

		352		Feb 05 2018 03:22 PM		I hear form my teachers and my community often about how much testing is happening, they are concerned that we are working in a system of accountability that is a waste of time and money as well as being detrimental to students.  I understand that the state of Idaho has it's hands tied with assessment and ESSA, but we need some strong, educated, individuals to work at the National level to make change.  So long as these assessments continue to change, we will never make the mark.  Assessments like these make Idaho, and a lot of the rest of the country, look like we are failing to do our jobs.  This is so frustrating because in our country, we have never done so much for kids and had so much success doing all of the extra things that we have to do because the state test score says that we are still failing.  There is some great literature out there that helps explain this better, check out the book "Schools Cannot Do It Alone."

		353		Feb 05 2018 03:04 PM		The state needs to do away with the requirement that all students take a college entrance exam.  The SAT and ACT are only measuring test taking abilities and are not a good predictor of student success in higher education.  If anything, the test causes students to self select themselves out of continuing their education career.  This requirement has not moved the needle on the SBOEs 60% goal.  This would also help with the need to reduce the amount of required testing.

		354		Feb 05 2018 02:17 PM		I believe the idea of a test to evaluate a student is a crazy waste of time.  All students have strengths and when we tell students they aren't proficient, which the current ISAT does for way too many students, then it only harms the student.  I believe the state of Idaho is way too negative about education and it will not improve until we become more positive.  We have a massive teacher shortage and no one wants to be a teacher due to the State's negative outlook.

		355		Feb 05 2018 02:15 PM		ISAT ELA/Math - shorter test at 3rd grade would be very appropriate

		356		Feb 05 2018 02:05 PM		The major problem I see as an educator is although tests can be useful, the system breaks down for many of my students because it measures their endurance more than their knowledge and skills.  a test that is high stakes for teachers, schools, and administrators but has no consequences for students makes it difficult to get data that is valuable.  When word got out that ISAT tests have no bearing on graduating, it became really difficult to get a portion of my students to take the situation seriously.

		357		Feb 05 2018 02:00 PM		The SAT assesses, at the high school level, the educational competency of students.  Why is it that universities and colleges find the SAT to be appropriate for their admission requirements, yet the State of Idaho feels the ISAT, an additional and expensive testing program, is required?  



The SAT is completed in one test period. The ISAT requires 4 separate test periods.  The ISAT is extremely disruptive to the school setting with respects to time considerations and curriculum considerations. 



The ISAT does not count toward ANY GRADUATION requirement.  It is not taken seriously when the students sit for the various tests. Does this make sense?

		358		Feb 05 2018 01:59 PM		It is very difficult to evaluate a test that we as teachers are not allowed to see.  We have no idea what is being tested or how.

		359		Feb 05 2018 01:43 PM		I have specific concerns about the students that are not in the 1% category for the Alt assessments and are not able to complete the regular ISAT tests due to the adverse effect of a disability.   There is a group of students for whom neither test is designed.  There needs to be a way to fairly assess this groups abilities.     

		360		Feb 05 2018 01:41 PM		I don't believe we are providing our students with the education to prepare them for life. Why are we teaching 7th graders about eastern civilization? Students need real life skills, all of this history, nouns, adverbs etc.. serves no purpose. I'm educated and made the deans list my last 2 years of college and never once in all of the papers I wrote did I check to make sure I followed the rules about verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns and all of that crap. 

I wrote how I could best make my point and make sense about what I was writing, sure I made sure I had commas, periods, etc..but that was it. This isn't the education that the fore fathers of our education set out 100 + years ago. Its time to get with the times and be realistic about what our kids need to know.   

		361		Feb 05 2018 01:13 PM		Why does Idaho only test high school students in 10th grade instead of in 9th/11th/12th grades? 

		362		Feb 05 2018 01:11 PM		While I value summative assessment data for my students, I think that the formative assessments that relate to my curriculum/lessons are more valuable to me than a big state test. I know that testing causes anxiety in students and many students do not perform their best on high stakes tests. Sometimes students understand concepts but simply do not understand the vocabulary that the test uses; students may be dealing with personal issues that distract from the test; students get test fatigue and try to just get through the test...for all these reasons I feel that we need to take student test scores with a grain of salt and tying high stakes state testing scores to teacher evaluations is a tricky business. Better tests should include things like different lexile levels or a choice between reading passages that are relatable to students so that skills that are tested are singled out (if you're testing a student's skill of using context clues but they are reading a passage on weaving using a loom they won't have any sort of context or prior knowledge to work from!).  

		363		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		this survey was too long and probably very difficult for most non educators to understand. 

		364		Feb 05 2018 01:10 PM		The SAT should completely replace the ISAT in 10th grade.

		365		Feb 05 2018 12:42 PM		* Using 10th ISATs for SCHOOL/CHARTER SCHOOL accountability is inappropriate for these reasons: 

1. no participation/proficiency requirement students less inclined to do their best (especially at-risk students)

2. lack of growth data for students if not testing in 9th for high schools makes planning and analysis difficult, there is also mobility to consider. If a student is enrolled at a school for 2 years, falls behind, absent and then enrolls in another school for part of the year, why is the receiving school "at fault?"  

3. ISAT by SBAC is criterion-based: if a student comes to school with lack of instruction/skills, getting them to PROFICIENCY in a few months in a either ELA or MATH can be difficult.  Why aren't we looking at mobility and excessive absence data to ensure they received instruction before making assumptions about their performance and then transferring that assumption to the receiving school?  Singling out individual schools has made schools and district push out lower performing students to other schools which isn't solving the problem.

4. Consider doing away with ISAT for 10th grade and leave SAT in place for high school.  Shift to focus assessment in high school by subject area, within the curriculum using more formative measures and benchmarks.  

5. Adopt a statewide student information system so that enrollment, excessive absence, grades, GPA, Special Ed data, behavior, dual enrollment, all relevant test scores in the student's history are IMMEDIATELY available to all schools and that data can be used to better manage and analyze student performance for any school that student wishes to attend.  This eliminates the need for ISEE reporting and better serves EVERYONE in order to have timely information and make an education plan.

* Using ISAT scores on teacher evaluations for high school is irresponsible and not what is intended with this type of assessment. Law makers and policy makers need to understand the appropriateness of education measures comprehensively.  Measuring human behavior is fluid, people are not objects they are complex. Criterion scores are good for individual analysis meet benchmarks not for overall judgement on a teachers ability (especially with multiple teachers involved in a students courses).  Especially those teachers with at-risk and alternative populations... there is high turnover in those schools already, why are we not looking at mobility and engagement? Why are we not building partnerships to solve these complex issues?

* Consider ISAT Math scores being low statewide shows that we have issues bridging to Common Core Math systematically.  This is a STATE problem, not a school problem.  This is a STAKEHOLDER problem.. which means students, parent, teachers, schools, districts, SDE, Board of Ed policy makers and LEGISLATORS should all have a portion of accountability, if accountability "must" be inserted.

		366		Feb 05 2018 12:06 PM		None

		367		Feb 05 2018 12:02 PM		Testing is NOT an accurate measure of teaching or learning. It is a look at how a student performs on that paticular day and time. 

		368		Feb 05 2018 11:59 AM		Using a test to determine how is a school, teacher, student are performing is ridiculous. 

		369		Feb 05 2018 11:34 AM		All info like type of questions, time limits, ECT.

		370		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		I understand that assessments help teachers to know where kids are, and what direction to go next. However, there are many ways a teacher can assess how students are understanding topics/concepts. I do believe that as a whole we are WAY over tested. Teachers and students are losing the love of learning. We simply teach to the test, and I have yet to see any of my 5 children increase in thier academic success. Rather, they are simply regurgitating the required information they have been taught. The few teachers that are actually instilling in them a love of learning, they are flourishing in those classes, and they are planning on attending secondary schools to continue thier education. We can do minimum testing, put the power back in the districts, and let kids love learning. They will get the needed skills to compete, create, and move our country forward as needed. 

		371		Feb 05 2018 11:32 AM		Formative, standards based assessments should be used only as intended- to inform at a state and national level about school and state performance. Using the ISAT to gauge teacher performance and particularly student performance (other than within year growth) are completely inappropriate and invalidated. 

		372		Feb 05 2018 11:25 AM		State assessments should not be the only factor to identify how well as district, school, or teacher is doing. Comparisons don't work well either as a student cohort demographics changes from year to year as does the standards from one grade to another. 



I'd suggest that we look at having Math and ELA standards be tested annually, but the odd standards tested during the odd grade level and even standards be tested during the even year. I would have some sort of technology test for 2nd graders of the skills they need to have to take the state test. Not necessary as a proficiency level, but as an indicator to schools and districts at how well they are prepared. I don't think there is enough early training with technology. 



Elementary should be focused on reading, math, and technology skills. Science and Social Studies are important too, but if they can't read, they will not be able to access the info as they move through the education system. 

		373		Feb 05 2018 11:24 AM		I am very concerned about the 1% cap on students within a district able to take the ISAT-ALT.  In small, rural districts with many students identified with cognitive disabilities, this cap is negating the inherent needs that our students struggle with daily.  The ISAT is not an appropriate measurement tool for students with significant cognitive challenges.  To mandate that only 1% of such students should receive the support afforded by the option of taking a test that is more suitable for their specific needs is to disregard the value of appropriately identifying students and creating an appropriate assessment system that truly speaks to their mastery of content.   

		374		Feb 05 2018 11:18 AM		     I have concerns after teaching Kindergarten for many years in reference to Standardized testing at such a young age.  I believe that these small children are in a transitional year that is preparing them for more formal educational requirements as they get older.  I believe these tests can be good tools for educators, but should not be required by the state.  If they are going to do the IRI, I feel they should get two or three chances and then the highest score from those should be used. Children get nervous and shouldn't be judged based on a one minute long assessment. 

		375		Feb 05 2018 10:54 AM		Thank you very much for providing an assessment system instead of just a test. Tests alone are like shooting a target in the dark and I am very grateful the state sees the value of an assessment that is comprehensive as it can be for state testing. 

		376		Feb 05 2018 10:34 AM		When educators have never seen the ISAT tests, it is unreasonable to expect them to be able to teach students what to expect.  I can't assess the tests when I have never seen them.  And I can't help my students without much more information than the ISAT library of problems.  The state should provide several versions of full ISAT test practices for teachers and students.  Also the Common Core standards cannot all be covered in 4 years for high school for most students.  Essential standards and more clear descriptions of exactly which skills will be tested would be very helpful.  Or provide alternative testing for alternative school students and special ed students.  

		377		Feb 05 2018 10:25 AM		I did not answer one question because my combination was not present.  I was able to add it in the list above.  There are three or more instances where "and" is used in the sample sentence which makes it difficult to answer cleanly.  For example, I may believe that teachers are able to infer areas of student need while students are not using the data available to inform their learning.  I believe there was a question that combined teacher and student perceptions.  If my memory serves me and the two observable behaviors were combined, how much more would we learn by separating the variables in the survey question?

		378		Feb 05 2018 10:11 AM		Assessments should be use to inform teachers, administrators, parents and students about individual and school wide performance and growth on various assessments. They should be a small piece of the pie in regards to school and student success. They should not be used to publicly shame or or "punish" schools and/or educators. They should be used to critically address teaching and learning.  

		379		Feb 05 2018 10:09 AM		I would love to see this combined into just one math and one reading. I think it would make it a lot easier for students to do their best if they only had two tests to worry about

		380		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		n/a

		381		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		The questions regarding what should be included in assessments were poorly written.  You could not choose an option that only included project based assessment, or only an emphasis on training and formative assessment.  You had to include benchmarks and summative if you felt that training and project based assessment were important.  I think we spend too much time with assessment and that 1.  it is not effective at truly showing what our kids know and 2. is not reported in a way that I can use to guide my instruction.  

		382		Feb 05 2018 10:08 AM		I think the state wide use of the IRI to determine student proficiency in reading is the wrong measure.  There are other, more reliable assessments to measure a student's reading level, at least in the lower grades.

		383		Feb 05 2018 09:46 AM		These tests are a joke.  Students don't take them seriously generally buzzing through them in as little time as possible.  You tie our jobs to the scores of these tests but we can not motivate a student to do anything if they don't want to.  So much of our curriculum is tied up in tests and standards that they are getting stale and boring.  The kids check out and the teachers check out.  If you want effective testing then TRUST YOUR EDUCATORS.  Believe it or not we actually know what we doing, yeah I went to school and got additional training in education so I could assess kids learning shocker I know... Get rid of these expensive waste of time tests and just let us teach kids!!!!!!!!  Stop micromanaging and put the task of education in the hands of educators.

		384		Feb 05 2018 09:34 AM		I am retiring at the end of this school year after a long career in education at all levels. I think we have come to the point of over testing our students - especially elementary school children. 



I do not think it is the state's job to facilitate formative assessment. It is the school's job. Local control is still important in our educational system. 



I work in a very strong school district and recognize that not all districts are helping teachers with assessments like mine is. It may be more beneficial that you monitor professional development in districts than monitoring student achievement and growth. 

		385		Feb 05 2018 09:33 AM		Idaho spends more time testing students than they do teaching them. Three benchmarks for the IRI (our district requires winter benchmark). All of the RTI mandates with progress monitoring, and screening tests (STAR) in reading and math 3 times a year. We lose 3 weeks of instruction 3 times a year due to testing, testing, testing. It is absolutely asinine. 



I worked with the Department of Defense for 10 years--highest performing and largest school district in the US. They do one end of year assessment that is paper/pencil and takes 3 days (the morning only) for reading, math, science, and social studies. We did not do all of the progress monitoring, screening tests, or IRI testing 3 times a year, yet our students consistently scored above the 75th percentile in all areas. We spent our time TEACHING. 





		386		Feb 05 2018 09:10 AM		The SBAC is not a valid test and students suffer from test fatigue when taking it because it takes too long to administer.  We also need to look at using the SAT for our State Accountability Assessment at the High School level to eliminate one test that students have to take.  

		387		Feb 05 2018 09:03 AM		I would like to see the teachers teach the children instead of doing a quick explanation and then telling the child figure it out from there the test shows how well a child has learned in that class and in you set up polls in a classroom 90 percent will fail on a weekly bases so the in return it's all on the child and not the teacher teaching were are the books or optional information the kids need to look at for help i think it's poor teaching on the teachers as to why our school are in the bottom 

		388		Feb 05 2018 08:48 AM		The test needs to be more child friendly when it comes to technology (especially 3rd grade).  Students should be tested on what they have learned throughout the year, not on their knowledge of technology.

		389		Feb 05 2018 08:26 AM		The data from the tests are basically numbers and mean nothing as far as informative for a classroom teacher.  The information also comes too late to help that year's teacher.  We do formative assessments all the time which give us the information as needed to guide instruction in real time, not after the fact.  (IReady diagnostic tests are short and give great feedback)  The amount of time it takes to complete these tests is not age appropriate for elementary age children and the questions are set up to confuse the students.  No one in the real world would ask questions and set their employees up for failure the way this test does and this current test does this quite frequently.  As far as using this as a tool to assess teachers, it is totally unfair.  We should be judge on how far we take a student from the day they enter our class, not on some number that says we did our job.  These results are also one snapshot of a student and it just may not be their day or week.  When you talk about the time it takes to take the tests, it doesn't include all the hours wasted on training them how to take these tests or the money spent to  buy curriculum to support these tests.  If a test is good, we should be able to use best practices and any curriculum and get good results.

		390		Feb 05 2018 08:09 AM		Standardized testing is a pointless waist of time that pigeon holes students.  Many are simply not test takers and this is not what their education or ability to graduate should be based on.  More time is spent in a classroom simply teaching to the test then actually teaching.  Students would learn more if they were actually taught the information instead of how to take a test.

		391		Feb 05 2018 08:01 AM		We need better more frequent feedback on student performance.  One test at the end of the school year does not give educators the information needed to make a difference on a daily basis.  If we want to make a difference in the education of our students we need current probes into their knowledge throughout the school year.  This will allow teachers to monitor areas in which they can stress more or less through the school year.  It will also provide more beneficial feedback in figuring out what curriculum defeciencies may be present in our departments. MAP testing has been very positive for our school district and it is effectively done 3 times a school year.   

		392		Feb 05 2018 08:00 AM		Just make it the SAT at the high school level. We test way too much!

		393		Feb 05 2018 07:46 AM		Less standards to teach per year.

		394		Feb 05 2018 07:43 AM		Not all students learn from tests...not all students perform on tests...there needs to be a balance for the students. 

		395		Feb 05 2018 07:21 AM		Testing should be used to advance or hold students back that have not mastered material.  Keeping students in an age based grade independent of ability is not only hurting and discouraging student achievement but is lowering the achievement level of the class as a whole as substantial resources are expended trying to catch students up with their peers.

The misguided efforts by the state to use Danielson's Framework as a teacher evaluation method as opposed to a teacher improvement program is further undermining student achievement as I spend time building an electronic portfolio to defend myself against future state audits.

		396		Feb 05 2018 07:19 AM		I am concerned that if Idaho spends any more money on assessments then legislators will become even more micro managers and just increase the frustration level that districts already feel with the SDE and SBOE and legislators.

		397		Feb 05 2018 06:40 AM		Assessments are an important component in education.  The classroom instruction needs to be driven by the standards that will be assessed.  In-depth training for teachers on the instructional standards, classroom instruction, and assessments are essential for Idaho's students to be educationally successful and competitive.  We are failing our students when teachers are required to use a particular curriculum instead of training the teachers to be well-versed and diligent about teaching the standards that the students will be assessed in the national tests.

IRI--assessing the students only of the rate of fluency is doing a disservice to the students!  So many Idaho students can read fast but don't comprehend anything they are reading! Fluency is important, but it is not the most or the only important skill when learning how to read well.  Please change the IRI!

		398		Feb 05 2018 06:00 AM		I have been involved with the SBAC/ISAT2 since the beginning, and our students struggle because of the intense format. We do the interim tests for practice, but it is time intensive. Just to finish a performance task takes at least 3 hours, and even for some block tests, it can take up to 2-3 hours. Many students in our demographic do not have strong typing skills, nor do they have the stamina to take such a long, grueling test. It isn't that it is all bad, but the amount of time that it takes to prepare for and implement is unreasonable. Yes, we as teachers do teach the standards, but this test (ELA) requires that we spend way to much time on how the test is administered in terms of format. It is confusing to be sure, and many teachers have been confused themselves with some of the questions on the interims. They are rejects, I understand, and I also understand that they are working to make these better, but nonetheless, this is discouraging for our students. It is too long and too intense. 

		399		Feb 05 2018 05:48 AM		In the questions regarding the science assessments the choice of summative and training on formatives wasn't an option.

		400		Feb 05 2018 05:02 AM		need more science and math classes with labs.  history is much funner when you are not forced to memorize dates and instead focus on important event. 

		401		Feb 05 2018 04:54 AM		I question the length of a school day now observed in Idaho Falls.  For example, today on Mondays,  the school day does not begin until 9:30-10 am.  Not clear as to why this practice is acceptable.  Improvement is needed to ensure adequate teacher/student time, this maybe why students in Idaho are falling behind the rest of the country...

		402		Feb 04 2018 09:38 PM		Way too much classroom time is spent on tests.   Test results measure how a student performs on any given day, not taking into consideration how they feel. Good day, bad day, hungry, upset all these feeling have a tremendous affect how the test scores. High states testing is a waste of money.  Spend the money on smaller class size and more supplies.

		403		Feb 04 2018 09:36 PM		Students with learning disabilities or diagnosis like autism have trouble taking tests and doing basic classroom work. Having them read a 3 page story and answer over 20 questions is very overwhelming for them. It is too much. If they are not doing grade level work, they should not be made to do grade level ISAT. They should get an ISAT test different from gen ed students and one on their level. If they can not read the story on their own or in an appropriate amount of time, this is frustrating to them and they get discouraged. For some, it takes 1 hour to answer 4 questions and they are expected to stay focused and complete the test. There are too many questions for these students. For any student in general, some have very traumatic home lives that they deal with on a daily basis and they are expected to focus and do grade level work. That is asking too much. They are trying to just make it through the day let alone make it through a test too and get questions right.

		404		Feb 04 2018 08:34 PM		Why is the test reasoning skills? That is a skill that cannot be taught, it is developed over time through knowledge gained.  If you want to test a specific topic then ask cut and dry questions.  Stop trying to confuse students with reasoning skill type questioning especially the younger grades.  It’s heart breaking to see them struggle when they know the concepts but can reason through the question.

		405		Feb 04 2018 07:54 PM		Students can not be evaluated by one test one day. I think there needs to be an input in how the student improved everyday, not the one day their life maybe in an uproar. I also think that there is way to much pressure put on student, parent and teacher. 

		406		Feb 04 2018 07:48 PM		Question 16 asked about the amount of time a student should spend testing per subject. That answer varies according to the age of the child and purpose of the assessment. State assessment problem is the fact that High School students should measure learning and could take longer tests to do so - but it doesn't count for or against anything, so students simply do not care. Many families want to opt out due to the controversy, other students just click through because we are wasting a day for them. 

		407		Feb 04 2018 05:40 PM		Stop wasting time on these - they don't improve outcomes, waste classroom time, and exist solely to provide data to PhDs to make tweeks in the search for a perfect curriculum (which does not exist).

		408		Feb 04 2018 05:36 PM		Too much instructional time is taken for statewide assessments. For example, if teachers know the targets for the end of the year IRI, they can do their own monitoring of students to help them get there, without any other scheduled IRIs. 



The ISAT is incredibly inappropriate for elementary students. There is absolutely no access to the math or the language arts test for students who are learning English or struggle as readers.  It is also inappropriate for students as young as third grade to sit at a computer and type full essays. For young learners, writing is a process that takes place over multiple lessons.





		409		Feb 04 2018 03:57 PM		Question 27 (??) was difficult to answer as it mentioned 3 different topics: limited training in assessment, the importance of assessment understanding for teachers, and the importance of understanding assessment for students.

		410		Feb 04 2018 03:46 PM		I don’t know how a state assessments (summative) can help with formative day to day instruction and planning.  They are two different topics.  Trying to make a summative assessment work with daily formative just doesn’t work. They are two different types of assessment used for two different purposes.  Formative should be used everyday to make sure all students are meeting the target (objective or standard) in each lesson.   The summative should be used to summarize the learning.  I feel we need to focus on what is most important define that by units or topics and then design a summative that fits those detailed outcomes and see if studnents achieved it or not.  Thank you for asking and thank you for the work you do.  

		411		Feb 04 2018 03:22 PM		The ISATs are a huge waste of time.  In the younger grades, they are developmentally inappropriate.  They take far too long to administer.  Many students put about 20 minutes of effort into them and then just click through the rest as they are too long and complicated.  This test is a terrible test for my students who are significantly below grade level.  There are no questions that they can answer so they can't show what they do know.  There needs to be some lower level questions so that we can measure growth more accurately.  Currently, we are just teaching these really low kids just to click through the test because there is no way they can even approach the questions.  

		412		Feb 04 2018 02:59 PM		I am very glad Idaho is questioning its assessment practices.  Improvement can only happen when we recognize what works and where the weaknesses are in a program.  We should use the federal mandate as a stimulus to then choose what is best for students, educators and families, regardless of cost or time involved.

		413		Feb 04 2018 02:27 PM		The NEW IRI is one of the best things to arrive from the state in a very long time. As a pilot School we are very impressed.

		414		Feb 04 2018 01:32 PM		Americans spend too much money on testing that isn’t creating any better results than before we had them. We spend 8 billion dollars on tests that are not used effectively - and that number could be spent on tools, resources, personnel, and would make a much greater impact. Tests don’t improve learning. Teachers improve learning.

		415		Feb 04 2018 01:16 PM		Kids today are subjected to far too much testing, and have little to show for it.  I have had many opportunities to observe students, of all grade levels, placed into these testing environments, and it is extremely unsettling to witness 5th and 6th graders crying because of the pressures these tests carry with them.  As a school district employee AND a parent, I will tell you there is no excuse for this.

		416		Feb 04 2018 12:37 PM		We need a new IRI!  Everyone knows that the "legacy" IRI is not being used for its intended purpose and should be replaced, so we can give parents and educators good information about children's reading skills and growth.  We are hopeful that I-Station will continue to be our new early reading assessment.  Schools are piloting now and gaining good information. Please move forward with supporting this at the state-funding level.  We're hearing rumors that this may not continue.  That would be a serious mistake to pull back from replacing the legacy IRI with a more current, comprehensive and computer-adaptive assessment.

		417		Feb 04 2018 12:10 PM		The IRI is intended to be an indicator of students who are having difficulties with reading.  Those students who are "flagged" then need a diagnostic assessment to determine the greatest area of need.  The state is now going to require a computerized diagnostic test of all students.  I am baffled as to why all students need this diagnostic test.  Not everyone who goes to the doctor receives a diagnostic battery of tests on his/her heart; only those who shows signs of heart trouble receive diagnostic tests. 

We need to train our teachers more -- not require more tests.  Spend the money on phenomenal trainers -- not tests.  

		418		Feb 04 2018 12:08 PM		I don’t feel that the current state tests are an accurate indicator of student growth or achievement. There are a lot more factors that go into the testing day that are not accounted for. Some students may have not had breakfast that morning, had to get brothers and sisters ready, didn’t sleep, test anxiety, some kids don’t care and click away, etc. Teachers should not be evaluated based on these test results. 

		419		Feb 04 2018 11:57 AM		From question 1 your survey is flawed. You only allowed people to choose 1 role. I am a community member, a parent, and a teacher.

		420		Feb 04 2018 11:47 AM		Please decrease testing in third grade. Iris or ISAT, not both.  



Protect teaching time by decreasing the length of the test in all grade levels. 



Do not allow the student climate survey to be given at the end of an ISAT testing window. 



Protect local control and do everything possible to decrease federal control. 



Thank you!!! 

		421		Feb 04 2018 10:32 AM		I believe state testing is not a true evaluation of our students learning because: 1. Students are not required to pass the tests and are so sick of testing that they do not put forth effort on state assessments. 2. Because of the format of the tests, students must learn HOW to take the test before it is a true assessment and many students do not understand how to take the test (nor care to learn-see point 1) and that makes test scores unreliable in assessing student learning.

I also believe student test scores are not an accurate method to evaluate educators because there are many factors that affect student testing that educators have no control over including things from students’ natural abilities, students having a bad day/family life, student desire, and a myriad of other things. Not only that but using test scores as an evaulator makes educators not want to teach low achieving student classes and at lower achieving schools (who need the most help and support) because of fear of test scores. As an educator it is much easier to teach at schools that have high achieving students and teach higher level classes (vs remedial) because then the test scores are guaranteed. 



This is not to say I don’t think teachers can have an affect on test scores because I absolutely believe they can. However it is unfair to place all accountability for test scores upon educators.

		422		Feb 04 2018 10:05 AM		I've found over the years that all the testing of students rarely reflects the abilities and growth of individual students because some are not confident in test situations while others can answer questions but not understand why that answer is correct because it's not taught for understanding, but for accuracy. Teachers need the freedom to expand the curriculum according to classroom understanding rather than a list and timeline of covering this subject in this amount of time then moving on whether the students mastered the topic or not.

		423		Feb 04 2018 09:59 AM		Alt. Assessments for students with severe cognitive disabilities are not serving as the best use of time or as an appropriate indicator of student success. I have students that just choose the last choice every time and score proficient. They do not understand the test. 

		424		Feb 04 2018 09:23 AM		I believe the state needs to put more emphasis on STUDENT GROWTH in its measure for school accountability. Students entering our schools come with very different skill sets and experiences and living situations. One benchmark number in any area of study is NOT reflective of what a student has learned. Coming from a high percentage of ELL students in my school I see growth that is phenomenal when you take into account where a student started compared to where they end in a given year. Some schools show tremendous growth but lower benchmark percentages compared to schools with low growth but high benchmark percentages. Growth should be considered with much more weight in Assessment Accountability in my opinion. 

		425		Feb 04 2018 09:10 AM		These tests are too long. My students start strongly, then fade out, especially if they read slowly. You can test the same things with fewer and less lengthy selections.

		426		Feb 04 2018 08:57 AM		I wished that we, as parents, could see what an actual test is like.

 I think kids are also over tested. That is honestly what I hear from my 4 kids is all about the testing. 

I don’t think education should be about getting good scores, but that kids should see school is fun and educational.

I think having the end of the year test right after Spring Break (which our Dist does) is stupid and not fair to the kids.

		427		Feb 04 2018 08:43 AM		I think state mandated testing is a waste of time for teachers and students. Instruction time is lost in preparation for tests. Days are lost taking tests, Students are at high stress levels and not performing well. State tests are not always a good reflection of what students know. It reflects poorly on them and on teachers.  Spend less time worrying about testing and put more teachers/paras in classrooms and let them teach. I work in a school where numerous 3-5th graders still struggle to read, spell correctly, or compose a complete sentence. No amount of state testing will help this. Let the teachers have the support they need to do their jobs and teach in ways that will actually be successful for THEIR classrooms. 

		428		Feb 04 2018 08:25 AM		I have a friend who is an excellent teacher and have seen that the Charlotte Danielson method that Idaho has decided to use to evaluate teachers is absolutely ridiculous. It’s an example of setting impossible goals for professionals.  Have any legislators actually considered the ramifications of setting impossible goals?  No wonder Idaho has to hire people without teaching degrees.  This creates bad managers, make good employees flee from the field, and sucks the motivation from the employees that remain.  Idaho needs to raise teacher salaries ( and hold school board members and superintendents who do not accountable), offer early retirement incentives to teachers, and treat its educators fairly.  As a parent, I am angry that we always penalize teachers without holding administrators to any standard.

		429		Feb 04 2018 08:14 AM		1. You CANNOT lump together those professional educators trained via a traditional educator preparation program and those alt-route "content experts" who have no true educator training! Case in point: Your question regarding the preparation in formative assessment. I would bet that nearly all alt-route teachers (ABCTE especially) have zero to no knowledge of formative assessment development and practices. Yet traditionally-trained teachers will have a strong foundational knowledge as they begin teaching. To get a truly accurate response to that question, as well as to get accurate data to disaggregate and analyze, you need to separate those two groups of teachers. Professionally-trained teachers are better for kids, districts, and schools. Our state is having to spend way too much money to bring ABCTE and other alt-route teachers "up to speed" in basics, such as formative assessment. More emphasis and recruitment moneys need to be spent on getting people into traditional programs! (i.e. Develop marketing [commercials, etc.] about how amazing a career teaching truly is rather than continuing to short-cut the process and therefore devaluing the importance of pedagogical and foundational training!)

2. This survey had a few other questions that were ambiguously constructed. Was it validated? Do you have Cronbach's alpha results to determine the reliability of the results? I have a difficult time believing that it was fully reviewed and validated due to the various "angles" people could be approaching responses to some of the questions, which could provide exact opposite responses for two people with the same viewpoint. Examples: Questions 30 and 31.

		430		Feb 04 2018 06:55 AM		In the ever changing world we live in shouldn't our goal in education be to teach students how to learn? We test kids so often that by high school many are burned out on testing. They don't care because they don't see the relevance of the testing. They aren't held back if they are below basic and they aren't advanced if they are at the top of the scoring scale. We are tied to an outdated system of 180 school days. We need a system that will take into account the fact that students learn at different rates. When they master the standards then move them to next level now, not at the end of the grading period / year. If the it takes them longer then keep them where the are until they master the content. I know this is thinking way outside the box but allow school districts to do what is best for the students on an individual bases. Public schools are too busy moving students through the system to stop and adequately help the struggling student. Sure we try by having them repeat the required classes they fail. But maybe a few more days of individual help and "Johnny" could have passed the class the first time. 

State standards are a great idea, but are there too many? I know there has been an effort to make them general enough that teachers can still retain some individuality in their teaching. But there are so many standards teachers are still running through them instead of going deep and making sure the students really have it. There is a fear that if I don't teach all the standards I could get fired so I will hit them all even if that means only briefly. I can't stop and smell the roses along the way. I musy get through the standards.



		431		Feb 04 2018 05:55 AM		The tests don’t take into account things that are beyond a teachers control. This includes student family background, the meeting of basic needs, student demographics. Making the ISAT the end all be all of teacher evaluations is ridiculous. This is merely a snapshot is how a child performs and what they are capable of. Not every child is a good test taker. No matter how much emphasis you put on test taking skills and teaching what is on the test you will have those happy clickers who just want to get done. Not every child will see the value in the test. Some don’t care. To make this th sole determination of a teacher’s proficiency is not fair to teachers. It’s like judging th tax commission based upon how many people file their taxes. They don’t have control of all the details affecting a taxpayers ability to pay taxes or complete the complicated forms. 



 As a parent also, it is insane to make the ISAT a huge part of a child’s grade when there are other ways to measure a child’s academic growth. My child struggles with tests. He will do fine on the daily coursework but when it comes to ththe word test my child freezes up. Is it fair to him or others that they are classified and judged and labeled and graded based upon one measure?  Teachers take note of which students don’t test well and are biased against them because their jobs ar on the line. It’s ridiculous. 

		432		Feb 03 2018 10:16 PM		Please make assessments useful for our teachers and students. 



 We are spending too much money and academic time taking test that really do not measure where a student is academically.  By the time our kids hit 5th grade, they are tired of taking these long assessments on the computer and many are saying why try because the test is too long and is in so many academic area. (Reading, Math, and Science). “ This never ends!”  



And if we think about it, is that really necessary for Idaho students to be successful and what Student growth is that measuring?  The test is not very accurate no mater what types of questions it has only it  because the student taking  the test is guessing, has had a bad day, no breakfast etc, or is tired of doing this long redundant process.

		433		Feb 03 2018 09:33 PM		Our children deserve better than they are getting.  They need more time in school.   Their hours of instruction is inadequate.   Our national ranking is a clear indication our Idaho education system is not working.



		434		Feb 03 2018 07:45 PM		The SBAC (also known as the ISAT) is too much for elementary students. Why are we expecting young children to take these tests? I don't like them. My 3rd grade students are given different versions of the tests and not all tests versions are the same level. These tests also require them to do tasks that are 4th grade standards. I like the reading assessment, but not the writing test. I also don't like the math performance portion.

		435		Feb 03 2018 07:29 PM		Too much time already spent testing, and info is received late.  Local monitoring yes, to change student programs interventions etc. are helpful.    Too much blame of education systems for factors we have no control of.

Also, many districts without money have cut programs for higher ability and enrichment to focus all efforts on test. In 10-15 years I believe the foolishness of what has been imposed on our children will be apparent.

		436		Feb 03 2018 07:23 PM		Until High School students take ISAT seriously it has little value.  If we really need it then there should be consequences for students.  I think entirely too much time is spent teaching to the test and not enough time spent teaching subject matter and life skills.

		437		Feb 03 2018 06:54 PM		Too much testing. We shoujld test every other year. Even years.

		438		Feb 03 2018 06:41 PM		The tests take to long! The results aren’t useful because the students are gone once the results come out. Teachers are the only ones being held accountable.

		439		Feb 03 2018 06:39 PM		As a first year third grade teacher (having previously taught second and first grade for five years combined), it has been a shock to see how much these kids are expected to do not only on the ISAT but also with their weekly tests and unit tests for both reading and math. The workload and even at times the rigor seems too strenuous for such young children. I felt the pressure of getting my first grade students to read "fluently" which at times seemed like teaching them to speed read as 5 and 6 year old's instead of helping them enjoy the process of figuring out how to read, and now in third grade the ISAT's once again  create this overwhelming amount of pressure for these children (and their teachers) to master a long list of skills within a week's worth of lessons or less. It just saddens me because it feels like the pressure to meet the benchmark eclipses the joy of learning, which is ultimately what I think students need most. 



I am at a loss for where the solution lies, but have felt that the overall trend of the Idaho public education system is that it emphasizes test scores over creating life-long learners. 

		440		Feb 03 2018 06:24 PM		In my opinion, one test given one day says nothing about the overall growth of a student or the abilities of a teacher. Furthermore, with the move to the SBAC, the students are evaluated unintentionally on unrelated things (how well they can operate a computer, word processing skills, etc). 

		441		Feb 03 2018 05:19 PM		Teachers don't have time to teach the Idaho Standards the way they should be taught because of the amount of time spent testing the standards.

		442		Feb 03 2018 04:51 PM		I am required to test, test, and test.  I need time to teach.  I have students being pulled for WIDA, IRI, STAR, AIMS WEB, etc.  No matter how much I test they will not improve if they are not in the classroom learning, exploring, and questioning.  I am asking for less testing and more teaching.  



My own children are tested for so long periods of time at the end of the year.  Last year my sophomore missed lunch and had to eat a cold sack lunch in the library since he was English ISAT testing.  Guess what he did on the math test - rushed through completed quickly and ate the hot lunch with his friends in the cafeteria.  Plus the long testing makes student miss other classes then they have make up work and missed class time.  



Student need to be in the classroom. Less testing and not penalized for missing a class while testing. 

		443		Feb 03 2018 03:46 PM		I am a K-5 educator.  I feel teachers need more training and insight into these ISAT tests in order to prepare our students.  

		444		Feb 03 2018 03:31 PM		Students are being tested too often. The ELA and Math ISATs could be given in opposite years. This would reduce the time it takes to test and still yield growth data for students. The spring testing routine takes too much time away from instruction and needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness.

Testing is too close to the end of the year to make valuable data-driven decisions when planning for spending for the next school year. 

Often, school/district based assessments provide better data for teachers to use in planning.

Results from the ISATs are better indicators of whole group performance than for individual students who may have test anxiety or may not take the test seriously to perform at their highest levels--they are tests that carry little meaning to students when the results are no-stakes to them.



		445		Feb 03 2018 02:58 PM		The current Kindergarten IRI does not have tails on the lowercase q's. They look like 9's. It can be scary for small children to be tested alone with a stranger. Trust your teachers. Recognizing letters and sounds in one minute is not a good assessment of a whole year.

		446		Feb 03 2018 02:55 PM		Testing should be a very small portion of evaluating a student’s knowledge base because it is influenced by so many factors (is the child hungry, sleepy, sick, sad, etc) which can change how a child performs.  DO NOT use high-stakes testing to evaluate either a child’s learning or an individual teacher’s performance.  It is a picture of what a child can do on that day, in that moment of time, irregardless of all that may be happening within or around that individual!

		447		Feb 03 2018 02:04 PM		Testing is time consuming, cost consuming and causes a fear from staff to student. Each learner has their own gifts and abilities. Portfolio assessments would better measure growth. You do not fatten a cow by continually weighing it. 

		448		Feb 03 2018 01:51 PM		Test questions for students are often trickery- decoding the questions is quite difficult, even if the student has the skills necessary to be successful.



This is one test, one day= does NOT provide an accurate picture of student skills and development .  

		449		Feb 03 2018 12:49 PM		Not all students do well on tests. This does not mean they have failed to learn. Too many times, students academic abilities are derived from test scores. Teaching as if all students and teachers learn and teach one way sets the education system up for failure and more importantly the student. 

If the educations system is going to rely so heavily on test score results to measure the academic ability of a student and, the teacher, and the overall school performance, tests and teaching should be administered in such a manner as to appreciate and reach various learning styles. This would be a much more effective manner of using test results. 

		450		Feb 03 2018 12:07 PM		The state needs to hold not only teachers accountable, but also parents. Nobody is held back, even if they aren't in regular attendance. If you want to be successful in educating kids, hold them back if they can't read, hold them back if they can't do math. Parents make the ultimate decision on retention??? Not the professional educator??? 



Separate promotion based on group subject mastery. Make it so that a kid can be in a different math (say 2nd grade) and reading (say 4th grade). The ultimate goal is to produce an adult who can read, write, and perform consumer level math (minimum requirement).  



Drop Common Core, already. It's a disaster. You and I both know this. Common Core Math is confusing for kids, impossible for parents. For 2005 years, mathematics have been developed and used effectively. Since Pearson, McGraw-Hill and countless othe companies have sullied and politicized education for monetary profit, the student is no longer the focus.



Class size is out of control. A teacher is saddled with ~25 kids of varying behavior/academic levels...Really? No wonder no one wants to teach. No back up by parents, and sometimes administrators, kids pass no matter what, and low salary. 



Want to get a good dose of reality? Step down from your ivory tower into a grade school classroom of 30 kids who are of varying backgrounds/academic levels and try to teach Common Core Math for 2 months. You'll get a great view of the magnitude of the problem.



More testing/standards is not the answer.

		451		Feb 03 2018 11:36 AM		Second language learners new to the country should not be taking assessments, that includes ISAT ELA,  until they have shown at least a 3 on the WIDA.

		452		Feb 03 2018 11:03 AM		I am struggling with this survey.  Are Idaho students really being graded on their performance on a state mandated test?  Some questions on this survey indicate that Idaho is possibly thinking of dictating formative classroom assessment.

 Research shows that assessment closest to the student can have the most impact on student learning-especially if it is formative in nature and truly affects what comes next for instruction.  Formative assessment must be driven by students and teachers for maximum effectiveness.  State mandated summative assessments are the assessment component that is the furtherest in relevance for the student.  The place that the state test has in the system is informing districts and schools on their performance in meeting the standard not dictating formative assessment practices.  

State support for PD around formative assessment would be lovely but state mandated formatives is going too far. 

		453		Feb 03 2018 10:43 AM		Districts fear punitive actions due to ISAT scores, so from January through March, teachers are forced to give nearly one assessment a week that is not directly related to class activities. This wastes one fifth of the instructional/learning time. Students take so many tests that no test is deemed important in their eyes.  Determining a teacher's effectiveness on the students' scores penalizes teachers. One year my peer had a 95% proficiency rate for his/her students. My students had a 36% proficiency rate. Was that really a measure of the quality of teaching that took place?  Nope...my peer taught ALL advanced classes. Based on only the numerical data from the test results, my peer should have been considered distinguished, correct?  I should have been put on an improvement plan.  Idaho teachers feel demoralized when this happens.  Two of my students in the same class period earned scores with a single point difference. The one who put little effort into his own education was proficient. The other boy put forth great effort and made great gains socially and academically that year was ranked basic. Can anyone explain what caused the single point difference?  Idaho teachers are working diligently and providing with amazing instruction. Unless students put forth the individual effort to learn, individual students will still fail. These issues plus putting in 250+ extra hours grading and such each year are among the reasons that led me to early retirement.  

		454		Feb 03 2018 10:42 AM		No test should be timed because the practice of differentiation is not followed when there is a time limit.

		455		Feb 03 2018 10:19 AM		I believe way too much emphasis is put on high stakes testing in K-5 instead of formative assessment. Formative assessment is the true measuring stick of a student's progress. I work with poverty stricken students and students who are new to the English language. The end of the year summative assessments in no way measure the growth they have made this year. Hours and hours of testing our youngest students is not an effective use of time. They don't understand the test nor its importance to lawmakers who don't understand the education process. High stakes testing needs taken out of the elementary school. Our assessment system needs an overhaul. I'd love to be part of it!

		456		Feb 03 2018 10:03 AM		IDAHO SCHOOLS ARE VASTLY UNDERFUNDED.

		457		Feb 03 2018 09:55 AM		The constant blame of schools and teachers has drained the spirit of teachers. What can we do to l8ft eachother up and practice best methods of teaching regardless of programs and testing? 

Testing takes waaay too much time, and honestly, kids tire and start to just click to get it over with! 

		458		Feb 03 2018 09:53 AM		Why are we giving such time intensive tests to the younger ages? In my observation, they don't associate the end result of the test with the same seriousness as the state department. Why does the 3rd grade get double tested? Is it not enough to allow them to just take the IRI? 

		459		Feb 03 2018 09:43 AM		The narrow focus on testing/evaluation and preparation for the constant testing, is taking too much time away from the learning other important subjects.  The grandchildren are learning no (or very little) U.S. history and government, knowledge of other countries and their history, geography, social studies, health and physical education, arts and other creative subjects.  Common core is a disaster.  We are very disappointed in Idaho education standards.  It must be improved.

		460		Feb 03 2018 09:35 AM		The amount of time spent on these assessments is ridiculous.  Instead of spending so much time and money on standardized tests that do nothing but prove how well a student takes tests we should be concentrating on real markers of development and learning.  A portfolio system would accomplish this much better than sitting in front of a computer for hours on end.

		461		Feb 03 2018 09:19 AM		I think the IRI system needs to change. Testing kids and rewarding them on how fast they read is pointless. Understanding and comprehension are much more important. The pressure my daughter feels to read faster in second grade is ridiculous. She is just learning to read and understand what she just read.  

		462		Feb 03 2018 09:08 AM		I am both a teacher and a parent so I walk the line wearing different hats.  As a parent, I pay little attention to ISAT/SBAC results since they are no longer tied to graduation requirements.  It is a snapshot of my child's performance on a given time or time period in their lives.  There are so many factors that feed into performance.  Student motivation cannot be guaranteed by the parent, teacher, school board or district.  

I see my students not caring, and my own children didn't care.  They are grade/graduation driven.

I teach special education and 90% of the questions are so far over their abilities that it really beats them down.  They are not low enough to qualify under alt assessment (and God forbid we go OVER our quota of those who do meet those qualifications) so they end up feeling even more defeated.  Of course, you also have to factor in all the daily and sometimes hourly behavior of this population as what that looks like in a high stakes testing environment.

Too much $ and time are spent on these tests that in the end do not really reflect student abilities.

		463		Feb 03 2018 09:06 AM		I think it's irresponsible to tie the assessment results into educator evaluations.  A teacher needs to be in the classroom with the students seeing their progress first-hand and there are too many variables in an general assessment to accurately measure the success of a teacher to the degree that it should tie into their evaluations.  



		464		Feb 03 2018 08:50 AM		Using HS ISAT data to determine a teacher’s, a schools’s and a district’s effectiveness is a farce.  By HS students have test fatigue and a low stakes test, even with best encouragement fail to truly give an accurate portrayal of student learning.  The same goes for mandatory SAT, but take a look at our self-selected ACT and we do well.  Let’s just do the minimum the Feds ask.  Our district assessments are more reliableable with greater buy in by stakeholders.  Finally, the state needs to back off from data and teacher performance.  

		465		Feb 03 2018 08:46 AM		Standardized assessments should not be used. “It’s like measuring temperature with a tablespoon.” Popham

		466		Feb 03 2018 08:24 AM		Students are over assessed.  As young as 5th grade they are stating that they have "test anxiety."   A teacher can't give their class a pop quiz with out a student hyperventilating, shutting down, or having a crying fit because they think they are going to fail.  



Let teachers teach and stop over testing.





		467		Feb 03 2018 08:19 AM		Standardized testing wastes students time.  Not all students work at the same pace and students who believe in accuracy vs quantity are heavily penalized. Spending weeks prepping students to do well so the teacher and school looks good on a test is not educating the student.  

		468		Feb 03 2018 08:17 AM		Test do not determine how a school, teacher or student is doing. Some students just don't take test well and I think ISAT and IRI should be done away with.  

		469		Feb 03 2018 07:52 AM		The SBOE has shamefully conceded its efforts to ideological and private interests.  The current science standards debacle is a great example of how ideological small mindedness is ruling public schools in Idaho.  Additionally, SBOE is supporting the misuse of assessment data to punish public schools.  Then Governor Risch changed the funding structure and so there is serious inequity in our schools—my children attend Potlatch schools and last year, the district had to decide between running heat or running electricity because the school building is in serious need of repair.  Since Risch’s alteration to publilc school funding, the cost of maintenance falls to communities like Potlatch which have a difficult time funding.  The additional costs of assessment for accountability purposes depletes our schools’ reserves.  I am very ashamed of most of the people in charge of public education in this state.

		470		Feb 03 2018 07:38 AM		Even strongly liberal states like New York have wised up and dropped Common Core and pointless ISAT testing, yet Idaho continues to plod along with these terrible programs and standards that are doing nothing more than harming and dumbing down our children.  All of this testing proves nothing since tests are never a good indicator of a child's potential and much of the test material is on concepts to which the kids have never even been exposed!  What exactly is that supposed to measure??  An enormous amount of valuable classroom time is squandered every year now as these tests--especially the ISAT--last for days and days.  In addition, many teachers gear their lesson plans towards teaching to the test and nothing more.  That is NOT a good education for our children.  



It's also worth noting that the ISATs are highly stress-inducing for some kids.  Ours perform far above their current grade levels in every subject and have excellent grades (most of which is due to the home schooling we do to supplement what they never receive at public school--such as history, geography, common-sense math instead of horrid common core math, good literature and much more). Yet they were still developing ulcers, headaches and other stress-related problems solely over all of this stupid testing.  I finally told them to stop worrying and just get through it because the tests are completely pointless and not good indicators of person's intelligence or abilities whatsoever (100% true).  It's long past time for Idaho to wise up and toss Common Core, the ISATs and much of this other excessive and meaningless testing. 

		471		Feb 03 2018 07:36 AM		The IS AT test questions are often poorly worded and hard to understand. Students often miss questions because of wording despite their knowledge of the subject matter. Public reporting is not fair to school in low income areas.

		472		Feb 03 2018 07:35 AM		Too much assessing not enough teaching. Using assessments to evaluate schools is not good as the district's have no control over demographics. As a parent and board member I believe using these assessments as they are to evaluate teachers is unfair to the teacher and school because I, as the parent also have a role in my child's education. Teachers and schools are evaluated unfairly when the demographic is economically challenged. Evaluating poor rural schools and more affluent schools on the same scale is unfair and reckless. More affluent schools do better because of the amount of money and choices their students get, poor district's get what the district can afford. All that being said our assessment system is nowhere near meeting the needs of ALL students. 

		473		Feb 03 2018 07:33 AM		1. Early reading and comprehension success is critical.



2. Curricula should include more national/state history classes and fewer global/international classes.

		474		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We need to focus more on basic phonological awareness in K/1.  It is imperative that these skills are assessed so teachers understand the importance of them. 

		475		Feb 03 2018 07:21 AM		We are testing our kids to the point of them hating school. Too much testing! I work with my son’s teachers and we know how he is progressing based on what the teacher does in class. Tests are too much.

		476		Feb 03 2018 07:14 AM		Testing implementation should take into account age appropriateness. Why are 9 year olds spending more time taking tests than an 18 year old taking the ACT? We are adding so much stress and anxiety to students at a young age. Then we wonder why there is more anxiety, stress, and depression in the teen years and problems with suicide. On the elementary level, I’ve seen students literally in tears over the testing.....that’s insane.

		477		Feb 03 2018 06:53 AM		Idaho students are over tested. Standardized testing is not beneficial. The SBAC (Let’s call it what it is) and not the ISAT, is not useful at all. Not one Idaho college or university requires the results.



There is almost a one to one correlation between the free and reduced lunch count and the student’s SBAC results. 



One entire month of instructional time is already lost in the spring to testing and now we want to add yet another test?



Formative assessments in the classroom, developed by teacher teams create the most effective means to gauge student progress and learning.

		478		Feb 03 2018 06:24 AM		The new science standards should include information on climate change, evolution etc. ignoring or removing these topics will not benefit our students. Idaho is to great of a place with to much potential (including population growth) to impart negative control over the teachers and over test our students with the current very low standards and expectations. 

		479		Feb 03 2018 06:19 AM		I think that there is a great need for daily/ weekly/ monthly formative assessments testing.  Although I worry that if the state gets into the process of providing these assessments that it will not be as well done as what some schools are already doing on their own. 

		480		Feb 03 2018 05:52 AM		I feel that assessments are important so that no child slips through the crack. All children should have opportunities to benefit from a good education plan.

		481		Feb 03 2018 04:15 AM		Spend less money on your surveys and find, pay, and demand good solid teachers for our kids.

		482		Feb 03 2018 01:41 AM		The right questions were not asked.

Is the SBAC valuable to the educator?  No.

Is the SBAC useful to the student?  No

Should there be some other type of standardized testing?  Yes

Should there be a monatary reward for successful educators - NOT SCHOOLS - but the educators whose names are associated with the testing?  YES

Is the SBAC age appropriate for elementary students?  NO NO NO



The ISAT/SBAC (Smarter Balanced is a joke of a name) is NOT age appropriate for third graders.  The 8 year old child should NOT be taking a test where they have to do typing of sentences.  The test is not appropriate in length either.  A test should not take any longer than 45 minutes.  The SBAC test is a piece of poo.  I am for testing. I believe in standardized test, but not the SBAC.  There should be three foundation types of test.  One test in math to cover all of the fundamental skills.  One test in reading to find out if the child has basic fiction and non fiction comprehension.  One final test over basic grammar.  These test should take the slowest student no more than 45 minutes.  There should also be a website out that the child can visit regularly just like MobyMax that would show the child the formatting and language of the text.  



We don't need another test from the state.

		483		Feb 02 2018 10:57 PM		Doesn't matter if its online schooling, public or private, Idaho's educators stink miserably. I've done public and online for my kids, one dripped out the one doing online now and a 16 year old still in the 7th grade. Maybe state should start investigating parents concerns when calling them concerning a school district like Butte county for instance. Teachers here bully the students and parents. We are treated like imbusols and patronized as well as told how stupid we are. They remove students  from their iep's because the principal feels they don't need it any more. This counties (butte) education is a joke

		484		Feb 02 2018 10:54 PM		Standardized testing does nothing for education

		485		Feb 02 2018 10:05 PM		I have been very dissatisfied with the content and manner of assessment for the  current math assessment. In the interim assessments that I have seen, many of the questions are vague and can be interpreted differently because of their wording.  I don't feel that the results are always an accurate representation of student knowledge and ability. Also, the test doesn't focus equally on standards but may focus more on a standard that happens to be a student's weakness. Results no longer show the student's individual strengths and weaknesses in each area,  only in types of questions.

		486		Feb 02 2018 10:02 PM		Spend less time testing, more time learning.

		487		Feb 02 2018 09:38 PM		While the standard are changing it would be nice to have yearly assessments in high school to make sure kids are understanding and improving year to year. Then you are testing the same batch of kids for a more accurate assessment.

		488		Feb 02 2018 09:30 PM		It is ridiculous to make kids sit through hours of state testing if schools perform their own data collection. Especially at the 3rd and 4th grade levels where typing skills hamper their ability to answer effectively. Basing teacher evaluation is also ridiculous as there is no way to prevent kids from being happy clickers. State assessments are not a valid way to evaluate teachers.

		489		Feb 02 2018 08:53 PM		Do away with the ISAT unless it is going to matter to students. They have no reason to put forth effort and many do not. 

Replace it with PSAT and SAT and benchmark tests for all other grades that align to the PSAT/SAT.  Include the written portion on the SAT. 

		490		Feb 02 2018 08:34 PM		We test too much and for too long. A test score says so little about a student or an educator. 

		491		Feb 02 2018 08:07 PM		To many variables in testing. What if the kid didn’t get breakfast or any other variable has a huge effect on scores

		492		Feb 02 2018 07:47 PM		As a parent, I would like to to see shorter, frequent assessments with quicker results to help the teacher. Also, I would like to see less teaching to pass the test, and more instruction on critical thinking. Finally, I would also like to see the actual assessment questions with my child's results. This could be made available online. I have not been able to see either. It is difficult to evaluate this process and give input as a stakeholder when I, the parent, am mostly in the dark.

		493		Feb 02 2018 07:33 PM		Too much time spent on state required testing, district, building, and classroom testing. The state should only mandate end of year testing. The schools and teachers should be responsible for making sure students are on course to pass these tests by monitoring and testing as they see fit within the school year. 

My third grade students take 2 ISAT interim tests every month, an Istation test every month, STAR quarterly, and AIMSweb and Legacy IRI 3 times a year, not to mention progress monitoring that sometimes happens weekly. Now I am also trying to schedule a time for half of my students to take 4 different sections of the WIDA test. These tests are too numerous and too long for 3rd graders. 

My class is taking state required tests or practice tests every week and I still have to give subject related tests for classroom grades. This means 2 days spent on testing weekly, one for state and one for classroom assessments. 

When considering required testing, please require as little as possible. How many tests does it take to prove proficiency for each student? The ISAT should be more than enough. 

		494		Feb 02 2018 07:15 PM		Students who only need to participate and not show proficiency have not taken the test seriously. Those who are lower achievement feel overwhelmed by content so they do not put any effort in and no true growth is seen in testing

		495		Feb 02 2018 07:10 PM		Assessment should be left to the local districts. The State of Idaho should define outcome goals and allow school districts the freedom to design curriculum and methods that will promote these outcomes and then hold the districts accountable for those outcomes. Every minute spent testing and preparing for testing is a minute taken away from the learning process. Our current assessment scheme and Idaho Core Standards promote mediocrity at best in our students. Why are we trying to force every student into the same mold? 

		496		Feb 02 2018 07:00 PM		I believe that state testing is a waste of time and money.  It does not test for accountability of student success. Most students just check the space and do not really become involved in their success. Students are bored by all the testing and do not take it seriously

		497		Feb 02 2018 06:38 PM		One of my biggest concerns about these state tests is the time and length of them.  As an elementary teacher, I see 9 year olds in tears because of the hours it takes to complete these tests.  These are children we are dealing with, not college students.  By the time they finish one test, they no longer have the stamina to complete the other portions at a 100% effort.  Something needs to change with the assessment system.  Does it need to take hours upon hours to determine whether a child has mastered the standards? 

		498		Feb 02 2018 05:34 PM		We lose a month of instruction time to testing. During our college time working toward our degrees, we are constantly told that sticking students in front of computers for long periods of time is a very bad way to assess them. Despite this, we are forced to assess our students that way. Teachers are constantly doing formative assessments during their classes. We modify our instruction to meet the needs of our students. The statewide testing has not improved education; rather it has taken away from it. The students dread the assessments and often do not demonstrate their real capabilities. Testing disrupts our schedules and displaces the students who are need to use the computer lab. To use their scores to evaluate teachers is a very poor use of time and money. Our principals are trained to evaluate teachers. Let them do their job! Let teachers do theirs! Stop taking my students out of the classroom. 

		499		Feb 02 2018 05:31 PM		I am a retired elementary teacher who experienced the beginning of mandated state tests and the changing of them over time. I retired 3 years ago. I thought the immediate test results were by far one of the most important aspects of them. It helped the students and myself immediately in taking the other tests as well as helping and improving. I realize it can’t be immediate now but not getting results til school is out is a big mistake 

		500		Feb 02 2018 05:26 PM		I am concerned that the State of Idaho puts far too much pressure on teachers to make up the difference for students that have disfunctional or less than optimal home environments. I have found that children that have enriching experiences at home do better in school than the latch key child or one who spends way too much time on electronics. 

End of year tests are one moment in time and may not reflect the ability of the student or their accomplishments throughout the year. Teachers need beginning of year and mid-year testing with timely data that shows where the child is at that time so remediation can take place that year.

		501		Feb 02 2018 05:09 PM		The performance test are to hard for 3rd graders to understand. The instructions for ELA need to be short and direct...ex read story and type two paragraphs (5 complete sentences in each paragraph)...third graders still have a hard time with typing..and are intimidated by all the instructions on the writing part...

		502		Feb 02 2018 05:05 PM		My understanding is that the ACT could replace the ISAT. I think that would be a great option to look into because it would prepare all,students for the formatting and wording of that test as they go towards college. It would also be a national level test that may not cost as much. Options are womderful. 

		503		Feb 02 2018 04:52 PM		This survey was a bit lacking. Tests were briefly described without detail. How can one give an honest comment about their effectiveness when it simply states "X test is used to measure X"? Without knowing how it is measuring, it is impossible to really state. This invalidates the responses to the first part of this survey. Most people in Idaho have no clue what these are. It is disappointing that this survey was written without more detail. It seems like this is just to promote an agenda, not get honest answers. 

		504		Feb 02 2018 04:34 PM		This survey is very poorly put together.  All of the questions assume an intimate knowledge of the assessments.  I have not taken these tests.  I haven't seen the results.  I have no information about them.  However, almost all of the question in this test require that I have information no provided to submit feedback.  Sections give high level concepts in their descriptions.  But how can I respond that the time given for an assessment is too little or too much when I don't know how much time is given for the assessment?  Even worse, it asks for a worst three and a best three at one point.  Unless I completely missed a large part of this survey, I have no information to base an opinion on.  At first I assumed that the option of having no opinion was provided because I was not expected to know much about those topics and they were directed to educators or administrators.  As a community member with family members in the public education system I want education to work.  This survey implies that either I should have prior knowledge, or even worse that I'm responsible for my lack of information.  I got the survey.  Why is the data harder to find than the survey?

		505		Feb 02 2018 03:55 PM		I find it sad that on average, children I  the world take 5 - 8 assessments TOTAL. American students take over 100. It doesn't even accurately identify bad and good teachers or bad and good schools. We are teaching our children to plug in answers, not how to think. You get what you test. We are failing our children with this horrible system instead of allowing teachers to actually TEACH. This is why I have opted out of EVERY assessment for my children. There's a reason we're number 48 in America. Stop telling students what bubbles to fill & actually do your jobs and TEACH them. How many millions does Idaho send to Pearson every year for tests that don't measure anything accurately? The discrepancy between students who test via computer compared to those who take tests administered on paper should be enough for legislators to see that this system does not work. In the meantime, good teachers, administrators, and schools suffer  because of this inaccurate evaluation system. If a student straight fills their assessment or doesn't take the test, it is the teacher and school that is negatively affected. This system is a joke and you cannot expect any improvements until you actually get serious about improving our schools.

		506		Feb 02 2018 03:54 PM		The problem isn’t the assessments, the problem is the State giving too much control to the local districts, a power that has been greatly abused statewide. Forget being able to go to the state board of education about a complaint regarding a district, school board, or school, you will get sent right back to the district, the same district that has already formed a bias against your complaint. The state needs to start holding the districts themselves and the educators accountable for their actions. The schools and their administrators have forgotten that WE are still the parents and these students, are still OUR children, even when they are in attendance at school. Vera O’leary Middle School right here in Twin Falls, ID is known for causing instances that put the kids against the parents: my oldest son attended O’leary Middle school all of 6th grade and 1/2 of 7th, before he was thankfully accepted into Xavier Charter School. During his time at O’leary, he was allowed by his teachers, to have zeroes on assignments ALL SCHOOL YEAR, as long as he turned everything in by the end of the school year he would receive full credit. My husband and I have different expectations and standards that are higher then what his teachers were requiring, which caused argument after argument with him, over his missing assignments, without the school backing up the parents at all. How does this above situation prepare our students to go on?! They are allowed to slack all year and still get full credit, THATS NOT HOW IT WORKS IN COLLEGE! This particular middle school has had 3 different principals in 3 years, why? What is going on at the local district levels, that make good educators leave?!? Is the state looking into any of this? 

		507		Feb 02 2018 03:40 PM		   I believe all children are different and learn differently. It is ridiculous to test a 3rd grader for hours on end. Politicians need to realize school is a place where kids should learn and grow socially. With what the students are required to know, there is no time for any socialization. Students need to know and some need to experience for the first time socialization.  Our schools need to help develop skills to deal with problems. It doesn't matter if a student reads 100 words per minute or 75. If they don't understand the text, I am wasting my time. Kids need to be excited about school and learning.  We only teach to the test...Shame on us....

		508		Feb 02 2018 03:31 PM		The current curriculum for common core math seems to be more confusing than helpful to students. I have children ranging from 3rd to 7th grade, and this is an across the board problem. The pressure put on students to do well in these tests also creates a negative environment and is not fair to them. Also, teachers should not be evaluated based on these scores. The tests are failing our students and staff. 

		509		Feb 02 2018 03:28 PM		State tests need to read in  their entirety to students with IEP's, RTI's that are reading specific, and ELL students to a point. The test is written as a comprehension assessment , yet due to some underlying issues some students cannot get through the text due to no fault of their own, and are unable to show their true comprehension.  Writing scoring is too subjective.  Teacher performance cannot be directly tied to scores as there are many other factors- class size, attendance, disabilities, and changing curriculum that is out of the teachers hands. Stop making the tests a secret! A test is to evaluate understanding. If teachers don't know what is on the test how do they prepare students accurately? It is a bit of a guessing game.

		510		Feb 02 2018 03:17 PM		Get out of Common Core; stop testing kids so much; quit using students to assess a teacher's or school's performance, that is ludicrous; if a dentist is providing care to a population that does not follow good dental care, the rate of return with dental problems is high, it DOES NOT mean the dentist provides poor care; stop using student success as a measure to determine if a teacher is good, there are too many variables to make that determination.  DO NOT use student surveys to determine a school's performance either, these ideas are ridiculous

		511		Feb 02 2018 03:08 PM		How can we determine if the test is fair and balanced if we never get to see it?  Many of us feel that the test is not an accurate determination of the students' abilities because the students come out of the tests confused about what was being asked of them.  Third graders are being asked to use a keyboard to explain their answers and because typing is a skill most of them do not have yet, they have a hard time composing and typing at the same time.  Usually it means they either don't give a full explanation or lose track of what they were trying to say.  This gives an inaccurate picture of what they have learned.

		512		Feb 02 2018 02:28 PM		I think that it is important to monitor growth in students.  My biggest complaint is the time frame that the summative assessment is taking (from both educator and parent standpoint).  The test is so long that the students don't want to try their best because they think it will take too much time and they get tired.

		513		Feb 02 2018 11:16 AM		The 1 ,2, or 3 grading system is horrible. Everyone says it makes it easier to understand where a child is at and it does not. I would preferred A,B,C,D, and F. Kids are doing so much more testing than we did as children and it isn't seeming to help them or how the teachers are teaching. The standard Core requirements or horrible. my kids know less than I did at their age. You expect parents to help kids with the school work but when we do they get an F because the answer is correct but the work is how we learned in school. This is not right. Our education system has a long ways to go because kids are not learning near what we used to. Everything is about electronics and I would much rather my children learn the old fashioned way than us wasting our tax dollars on chrome books for our classrooms. Teachers do not know how to deal with children at all and have a hard time dealing with each child based on them and not just a classroom. I see a lot of problems with our education in our schools on every level

		514		Feb 02 2018 11:08 AM		Test results at the high school level are practically useless. We don't see our students' scores; in fact, at my school, we only get to see the overall scores. We get the scores back so late, they are useless. Back when ISAT first started, students were able to print off their scores immediately after they finished each test. This was useful because teachers could immediately begin remediation. SAT scores are useless for anything except placement in dual credit English and math classes. Colleges and universities are moving away from using test scores. We waste hours of valuable class time prepping students for tests that really are of no use. This is time students could spend actually learning instead of figuring out how to beat a test.

		515		Feb 02 2018 10:49 AM		Tests should be more project based and not timed.  We want to know if children can read not how fast?  We want to see what they retain not what they  regurgitate.  Less testing and more real life teaching 

		516		Feb 02 2018 10:29 AM		Qualified teachers need to be hired. At this point we have unqualified teachers! Work on class sizes and pay! Then you will make a difference! 

		517		Feb 02 2018 10:14 AM		I do not believe standardized testing is an effective way of measure students skills, knowledge, progress, etc. I do not believe it is an effective way of measuring a teacher's ability to teach either. There is TOO MUCH emphasis placed on standardized testing and many students do not even try because they are not interested in it and disengage. Effective assessment is done IN the classroom during collaboration with peers, summative and formative assessments by teachers, etc. The money spent on ISAT testing could be better spent on updating schools, technology, and increasing teacher's wages in order to draw people into the profession rather than turn them away from it. Yes, even as an educator, I am strongly against standardized testing. I am the best source for how my students are doing and whether they have mastered the content or not. Let teachers do what they were hired to do: TEACH! Stop requiring them to "teach to the test" in order to keep their jobs, earn a paycheck, and forcing them to remove engaging activities and content from their lessons because of time restraints due to the weeks that are taken from the classroom for standardized testing.

		518		Feb 02 2018 08:50 AM		Review class syllabus for content matching state requirement, then review end of semester what actually gets taught. There is a significant amount of required content that doesn’t get covered due to lack of time or teacher drive. 

		519		Feb 02 2018 08:14 AM		 I have been an educator in Idaho for 18 years. I do not believe that standardized testing should be a goal. Students are tested too much, to the point where educators feel like they only need to teach to the test. We need to look at innovative instruction that motivates students to learn more, to question more, to understand more about what they’re being taught and why.

		520		Feb 02 2018 08:09 AM		I do not feel that testing always presents the best picture of a student. I have one child who "failed" every ISAT exam until one middle school teacher told her the test wasn't time, that she could keep working one it after the designated time was up. She got the highest raking on that test. 

I do not feel as if all school provide adequate SAT prep. The same child mentioned above did extremely poorly on the SAT. In spite of a 4.0 cumulative high school GPA and 32 college concurrent credits, she did not receive any academic college scholarships because of her SAT scores. Three semesters into college, she still has a 4.0 GPA. Yet, she is still being penalized because she does not test well.

There must be other ways to measure a students growth besides relying on standardized testing.   

		521		Feb 02 2018 07:37 AM		I think that state testing like the IRI are worthless and need to be done away with. 

		522		Feb 02 2018 06:38 AM		Less contradictions from SDE and OSBE. The two need to work together. The SBE is currently more friendly to work with than the Board of Ed. However, this flips back and forth depending upon the political climate. 

		523		Feb 02 2018 05:45 AM		Testing to gather info on student knowledge is good. However these are tests in one day in a kids life and are not always reflective of the students knowledge or ability. In addition the tests are treated like a hammer on educators and districts. We spend so much time focusing on the test and data and do not realize that the time and energy would be much more beneficial if we could instead focus on quality instruction and time for mentoring, etc. 

		524		Feb 01 2018 10:34 PM		I only have a child in Kindergarten so I don’t know a lot about some of these tests. I do know about the IRI as I just finished up testing kindergarten children. I think knowing the letter names and sounds is fantastic. However, I don’t think we should be timing to see how many they get in a minute. We aren’t ever timed in life to see how fast we can read etc. I think we are telling them that faster is better when in reality when you read it’s far better that you comprehend what you are reading than how fast. I also feel that standardized testing period is a joke. If there was less of it there would be more learning. Students would master concepts instead of having to move on to keep to a rigid schedule in order to get through all of the content. Wouldn’t it be better if we went through less content but they retained more? So much time in the classroom is spent in preparing for tests that are meaningless. Our world has changed dramatically and continues to everyday and yet our education system is lacking. It doesn’t work anymore. We need students who can think on their own and problem solve with other students instead we expect them to sit forever and listen. We need more recess and less standardized tests. 

		525		Feb 01 2018 06:54 PM		If students took the testing seriously, then the tests may be a valid way to evaluate school and teacher performance. They just don’t. 

		526		Feb 01 2018 04:18 PM		As a special educator I feel we test the kids to death to monitor progress with weekly assessments and probes. They are tired of it and I'm exhausted; between the assessments and paperwork everyday I get less and less teaching done for my kids.



I do not feel trained in the ISAT alternate assessment and have wondered if there is an alternate assessment for students on the IRI.

		527		Feb 01 2018 03:33 PM		While I agree assessments are crucial, I believe we are over testing our students. In so doing, our students are not taking them as seriously and don't always take pride in their work. I don't believe we are doing our students any favors by spending 20 percent of their time on assessments. I believe this is one of the major reasons why some of our students are failing. They  need much more learning time and less assessment time. As an educator, I can predict with great accuracy how a student will do on a test based on performance in the classroom, attitude, and their attention span. I am constantly assessing my students in a less formal way and at any moment can tell you which ones need extra help and then adjusting my instruction to offer that help.



Along with this, students have much of the power. I don't think it is always right for teachers to be judged by their students academic test results. The facts of test anxiety, poor test takers, as well as those students who are great test takers and can pass things they know very little about have not been taken into consideration. We don't judge a fireman by how many fires he gets called to. I know there are some very poor educators in Idaho, but I also know there are more absolutely fabulous teachers. Those who give of their time, money, and talents to their students. Even these teachers don't have full control of what their students do on an assessment.



I know that assessment is necessary, but so is instruction. Most people don't learn from a test.

		528		Feb 01 2018 03:25 PM		I wonder why the state provides free SAT tests but not ACT.  Most of our students are in need of an ACT.  

		529		Feb 01 2018 03:23 PM		No one but proctors see the testing (ISAT). Proctors are encouraged to avoid observing/assessing the questions. How does anyone know whether the test is "balanced"?

		530		Feb 01 2018 02:43 PM		It is hard to assess the test and give an opinion when we as teachers are not allowed to see the test. 

		531		Feb 01 2018 02:13 PM		The alt. Assessment for students with significant disabilities is not an accurate measurement of student growth. It is a waste of Teacher and student’s time. The scores mean nothing and are rarely even sent. 

		532		Feb 01 2018 01:41 PM		Schools are focusing too much on learning that will not be applicable to life after school, educators need to provide students with the tools needed to become successful once they have graduated, whether they choose college or a career.  That success comes from problem solving and clear communication, not multiple choice questions on pointless facts.  I feel that many of our assessments focus on trivia, rather than knowledge that will provide students with the skills needed to become accomplished adults.   

Students fail assessments because of limited time, feeling overwhelmed by long tests, having an inability to focus for extended periods of time, or they are slow readers who are struggling with vocabulary and comprehension.  On many tests educators believe that they are testing their students on the required content and forget that the student must also be able to read and comprehend the test first in order to successfully complete the test.  Much of our testing assesses students on more than just the content, they also test reading and writing skills without realizing it.  This creates assessments that are not truly assessing our learners, but are simply creating frustrated students who feel like failures.   

		533		Feb 01 2018 01:18 PM		Students who are low give up after taking one test.  I’ve reviewed test questions for the state and cringe at the level of difficulty.  Our curriculum is not aligned to standards or varied for student instructional levels.  Once again, we jumped on the train without planning, materials, and necessary training.

		534		Feb 01 2018 01:02 PM		I believe for the state assessment to be successful it needs to be given quarterly. Students can be tested at the end of each quarter and continue to be testede for the previous quarters as well. 

		535		Feb 01 2018 12:31 PM		The more time we spend testing, that's less time spent teaching. 



Students learn at different rates. Some do not have the maturity for certain standards at their present level, but they may learn it as their brain matures. 



Some of these questions on this survey are asked as though we see the test and know what is on it. We don't. We've heard the test has changed since its inception, but our practice pages are still the same ones we started with. 





		536		Feb 01 2018 11:47 AM		na

		537		Feb 01 2018 10:17 AM		My answers to these questions are related to my belief that Idaho is using an invalid assessment to judge school progress. 

		538		Feb 01 2018 10:01 AM		Unfortunately, I am not a huge assessment advocate. I believe that assessments that have a purpose and are being used correctly should be invested in. However, I feel that testing just to say we tested is not aiding students in academic success. I also believe that students are more than a test score. There are many factors that can influence the end result on a test, and I do not believe that schools, students, or teachers should be "punished" for those variables. 

		539		Feb 01 2018 09:59 AM		When educators are judged on student test scores, teaching to the test is going to happen.  A well rounded education is not going to happen.  In many locations throughout Idaho educators have to teach life skills, things that should be taught at home.  They don't have time to do this and teach the needed skills of education.  More responsibility should be given to the parents/guardians to step up and help.  This could be done easily if the students' parents don't come to PT conferences, get their kids to school, etc, by applying fines and/or taking away government benefits.  Student buy in of their own education is dropping.  They know they don't have to try on the tests, but those same tests grade the teacher, school, and district.  We can't judge the teacher's effectiveness on one test one day, just as much as you can't judge the dentist's effectiveness if a kid gets cavities. There are way to many factors that an educator can't control.  

		540		Feb 01 2018 09:55 AM		The school system has an unhealthy relationship with testing. 

Tests are/should be a snapshot of student understanding. School's have placed so much emphasis on test scores in recent years that teachers are not free to inspire students to greater learning because they are teaching only what is on the test. Meanwhile, students are stressed out about testing performance and aren't enjoying their learning. 

The current system is not conducive to a lifelong love of learning. Fewer regulations and requirements will give teachers and students the freedom to aspire to greatness and learn well. 

		541		Feb 01 2018 09:54 AM		Until you have a valid, reliable, and appropriate Alternate Assessment, students should not be required to take this. 

		542		Feb 01 2018 09:48 AM		I can't answer any of these questions because I can't see the test.  Therefor, I don't know if the test questions align with standards and so on.

		543		Feb 01 2018 09:46 AM		Testing in general does not predict the knowledge of children. Being a mom of 12 children the system is failing our children. Testing is being used to determine knowledge and growth. From experience these test fall short no 2 children learn or test the same. Children are fearing test scores and that if they don’t pass they won’t graduate even if they have worked hard to get  to where they are. In our school Hispanics are sat down in a room and given test in groups with a teacher helping with answers what is that teaching and what is to gain from this type of practice. The system is failing minorities, and making White children fear if they don’t pass they won’t graduate. All students should be held to the same learning and testing standards and not be used as a graduation criteria. It should be used as an assessment of performance of teachers and schools.

		544		Feb 01 2018 09:44 AM		The problem with our assessment system currently is that it assumes all students start close to benchmark levels.  We have so many students who start at lower levels.  If a fifth grader is at a 2.1 grade level in reading and at the end of the year she leaves at a 3.6 grade level the teacher has done their job.  But the state assessment will show she didn't meet benchmark even though she improved a grade an a half in one year.  

		545		Feb 01 2018 09:37 AM		Often times questions in the test have so many decimals and fractions that should have been taught in lower grades that it is difficult to evaluate if students have learned the material from the current year or just cannot do the decimals and fractions they should have learned in previous years.  We do not have enough time to teach all of the missing skills during the year.  It would be good if the questions were based more on what they should have been taught during the current school year.

		546		Feb 01 2018 09:33 AM		I don't really have assessment topics that I would like to learn about. I do however feel that the ISAT is given way to early in the school year. As of now I have to cram in an entire school year by mid April, to ensure that kids have all of the knowledge that they need to take their tests. It takes a lot of the extra activities out of the classroom. I don't get to teach a lot of science and social studies until the end of the year because I have to make sure they know ALL of the third grade standards with over a month left in the school year. If we're actually trying to measure growth of students why don't they take a pre-test at the beginning of the year, and a post-test at the end to see if teachers actually did their jobs, and if students are showing growth. This gives the teachers a chance to see what students need at the beginning of the year instead of just at the end of the year. If I found out that my students had a huge gap at the beginning of the year I could do much more to help than improve, and I could also give them more meaningful instruction. 






e
Summary — Observations

Idaho stakeholders feel, for the most part, the
assessment system is working reasonably well

Opinions about the usefulness of assessment get better
as one moves up the education ladder
» Teacher survey results are very similar to parent results
 Principals have higher opinions re:testing than teachers
» Superintendents have more favorable opinions than
principals
School board member opinions vary depending on the
area being surveyed



e
Summary - Results

Strong majorities (75%-80%) understand the purposes and
uses of the assessments, feel they are aligned to the standards
and provide an appropriate mix of item types

Opinions are somewhat less favorable regarding the utility of
WIDA ACCESS and the Alternate Assessment and whether all
tests provide adequate accessibility options to special
populations

Idahoans strongly believe a mix of item types need to be
included in an assessment and are willing to pay for it

Idahoans strongly believe students spend too much time
testing and that 2 hours per area is the appropriate test length



e
Summary Results — (cont.)

Idahoans do not believe score reports provide actionable data,
are timely, and do not believe students are motivated to do their
best on the assessments

Thoughts on spending for state assessments are spread fairly
evenly across the board from not enough to too much

With respect to the new science assessment opinion is
bifurcated with one cluster favoring just a summative
assessment and another favoring a summative, interim, and
formative assessment system with district performance
assessment

Performance assessment, as related to a new science test, is
valued by survey respondents



Summary Results — (cont.)

Idahoans seem to favor a balanced assessment system for
the new science test but also feel strongly that districts
need to be in control of their assessments

Idahoans feel strongly about the utility of formative
assessment but are Considerablﬁr less excited about paying
more money to implement such a system

All groups were aligned on the relative importance of the
purposes of Idaho’s assessment system

Unfortunately, with the exception of “monitoring student
growth” there was little overlap between the important
aspects of the assessment system and what Idahoans feel is
working well with the system

Aspects of the assessment system Idahoans feel need

improvement line up well with those aspects they feel
important
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