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Hello! 
I wish we were meeting in person. However, hopefully you will find this PowerPoint helpful 
in your efforts to serve students in foster care. 
Please know I am thinking of you of all!
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Idaho State Dept. of ED GOALS

1. All Idaho students persevere in life and are 
ready for college and careers.

2. All education stakeholders in Idaho are 
mutually responsible for accountability and 
student progress.

3. Idaho attracts and retains great teachers and 
leaders.
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The goals of the ISDE are listed in the above slide. We strive daily to assist and support all 
school districts within the state of Idaho!
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Thank You

Thank you for being the heroes of helping and serving students in foster care! During a time 
of devastation, you have been there for so many in need of your assistance.
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Point to Ponder
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Again, thank you for all that you do for students in foster care! The above quote is a 
reminder of the daily challenges that these students face on a daily basis. 
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•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYHeoNtgX
eg&feature=emb_title
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What ways can we celebrate their success?

The attached video clip is provided by the National PTA. In this brief tutorial, experts share 
methods that can assist in celebrating the successes of students in foster care.
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Personal Hygiene Kits

Currently, there is a project to assist districts in providing personal hygiene kits for students 
in foster care. I will be contacting your district directly regarding the following: 
1. Is this a needed resource for your district?
2. How many kits are needed to provide for the students you are serving in foster care?
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CFSGA – Home Page (1)

The Consolidated Federal and State Grant Application (CFSGA) Home Page can be found at 
the following location: https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/CFSGA/Home/Home.
It will be necessary for you to access the CFSGA regarding Title I-A funds that are specific 
for meeting the requirements for providing services to students in foster care.
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CFSGA – Action Plan (2)
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The Action Plan tab will direct you to the state and federal requirements for students in 
foster care. Each of these strategies listed above are the federal requirements for Title I-A 
funds as they relate to foster care. These requirements are also within the Title I-A Federal 
Program Monitoring Requirements. 

8



2020 Consolidated State and Federal Grant Application (CFSGA) Presentation – Foster Care  | 9

Federal Program Monitoring

This presentation will discuss the provisions within ESSA as it relates to students in foster 
care. It will help to assist you with ensuring that Indicator: Program 4 is being accomplished 
within your district. Also, I hope it will aid in designing/updating a written protocol that is 
effective, practical, and follows the processes for the state of Idaho in meeting each 
requirement. The purpose of the written protocol is to provide your district with an 
overview of each step that is taken by staff personnel to assist a student in foster care. 
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CARES Act Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund

ESSER Use of Funds- CARES Act Section 18003 (d):

Conducting activities to address the unique needs of low-income 
children, children with disabilities, English learners, racial and ethnic 
minorities, students experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth, 
including outreach and service delivery for each population
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The temporary funds designated through the CARES Act will have monies that can be 
assigned directly to activities that help and assist students in foster care. There will be more 
information coming to you directly regarding these funds. 
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Guidance – MOU – ISDE & IDHW
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The Guidance For Implementation of the MOU between the Idaho State Department of 
Education and Idaho Department of Health & Welfare for ESSA can be found at the ISDE 
website: https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/foster-care/. The Guidance 
Document provides a detailed overview of the state of Idaho’s processes in following 
federal provisions regarding students in foster care. 
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Guidance – MOU – ISDE & IDHW (2)

I. Purpose

II. Notification & Identification of Transportation Plan

III. Funding & Reimbursement

Appendix 1 – Scenarios Guidance for IV – E Claims
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As you will note, the document is organized in the above sections. Each of these 
components explain the process for assisting students in foster care in the state of Idaho.
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I-CARE Letter-Notification
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The electronic notification letter for students in foster care is commonly known as the I-
CARE letter. The I-CARE letter is a communication system to alert schools throughout the 
state of an incoming student in foster care. The I-CARE letter is first initiated by the case 
social worker and provides specific individual student information. For example:

1. Placement information
2. Initial & Final Best Interest Determination
3. Education services that are necessary for the student’s academic success
4. Transportation – if the student requires assistance to attend school
5. Agreement of best interest determination and transportation plan
6. Communication thread for all parties (case social worker, school district foster care 

liaison, incoming school building principal, SDE foster care liaison)

Due to the nature of the information that is contained within an I-CARE letter, it is critical to 
keep this information secure. Each I-CARE letter is sent through the CISCO secure email 
service. The above slide is how an I-CARE letter notification will appear when the incoming 
school district receives it. 
To open the I-CARE letter, please click on the primary colored circle in the top right hand 
corner. 
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I-CARE Letter - Notification
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If you have never received an I-CARE letter, it will be necessary for you to register within 
the CISCO system. Please follow the prompts above to walk you through the registration 
process. If you encounter any difficulties, please contact me directly.
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I-CARE Letter – Notification (2)

2020 Consolidated State and Federal Grant Application (CFSGA) Presentation – Foster Care | 15

Once you have registered within the CISCO system, the above picture will prompt you to 
continue the process of opening the I-CARE letter. The drop down menu will assist you in 
finding your own individual email address. Please click your email address and click the 
submit button. 
*Please note that in the above subject line, the student in foster care’s name and date of 
birth will be visible. 

15



I-CARE Letter – Notification (3)
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In this step, you will see your email address and be prompted to provide your password. 
Please click the submit button once you have completed this action.
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I-CARE Letter - (1)
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Now, you will be able to view the I-CARE letter that will look similar to the above picture. 
The letter is addressed to the incoming school building. Also, the letter provides personal 
information that is critical for the student in foster care.  
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I-CARE Letter – (2)
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At the end of the I-CARE letter, you will note the above sections. These areas are to provide 
the ability for the school district foster care liaison and the case social worker to discuss if 
needed, transportation preparation and planning. Also, any information that either parties 
wish to discuss can be typed within the appropriate field. Once agreement has been 
reached, each designee will provide an electronic signature. 
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I-CARE Letter – (3)
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To be able to provide written correspondence within the I-CARE letter, please push the 
REPLY ALL button. This will allow for all parties to receive and view your written 
responses/communication. 
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I-CARE Letter – Reply – Add Information
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Once you hit the REPLY ALL button, you will gain a cursor and be able to type within the I-
CARE letter.
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H & W Regional Point of Contacts
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Each school district is regional assigned to a Department of Health & Welfare Regional 
Point of Contact. These individuals are known as Child Welfare Chiefs and are very helpful 
in providing assistance. The following examples might be when a school district foster care 
liaison needs to reach out to their regional point of contact:
1. Did not receive I-CARE letter for incoming student in foster care
2. School/District is unable to contact case social worker
3. Concerns not being addressed by the case social worker
Please remember that you are always welcome to contact me directly, if you have any 
concerns regarding a student in foster care. 
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Regional Comparison
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Please ensure that you are contacting the correct regional point of contact. The above 
illustrations will help you to decipher where your district falls in comparison to the IDHW 
regions. 
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Foster Care Recruitment Information

Region 1 & 2 Mary “Katie” Stinson 208-699-1749 mstinson2@ewu. edu

Region 3 & 4 Monique Layton 208-412-4257 mlayton4@ewu.edu

Region 5 Susan Baca 208-734-4435 sbaca@mvyas.org

Region 6 & 7 Aimee Hoes 208-403-8231 ahoes@ewu.edu
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As you know, there is always a significant need for foster families to assist children in foster 
care. The above H&W regional contacts will provide foster care recruitment information 
meetings and trainings for your district. 
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Guidance – MOU – ISDE & IDHW (4)

I. Purpose

II. Notification & Identification of Transportation Plan

III. Funding & Reimbursement

Appendix 1 – Scenarios Guidance for IV – E Claims
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Slides 18 – 21 will specially discuss the following section of the Guidance Document: III –
Funding & Reimbursement.
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Reimbursement – Title IV-E
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The steps for an LEA to receive reimbursement are as follows: 
i. The LEA initially pays for the transportation cost for the student in foster care. 

 
ii. The LEA provides the IDHW with a copy of the paid invoice with a completed 

Request for IV-E Claim form submitted to IDHW via e-mail to the 
fostercarenotices@dhw.idaho.gov inbox in a secure manner. Incomplete 
documentation will not be eligible for reimbursement. 

 
iii. The IDHW includes the eligible expenditures along with other Title IV-E 

expenditures and submits the claim to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services on a quarterly basis. 

 
iv. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services reimburses the Idaho 

Department of Health & Welfare for the Tile IV-E eligible students. Depending 
on timing, reimbursement will fall either within the current quarterly claim, or 
the upcoming quarterly claim. 

 
v. The IDHW reimburses the LEA for the Title IV-E portion when applicable. 

Reimbursement to the LEA will be between 90 and 180 days of the claim being 
submitted by IDHW to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

This is a snapshot taken directly from the Guidance Document of section: Reimbursement –
Title IV-E.
In this section, it explains the process for submitting the Request for Title IV- Claim Form 
that will appear on the next slide. 
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Request for IV-E Claim

• Foster Care Data Report

- each district

- cumulative report

- 3 times a year

*January = July 1 – December  31

*April = July 1– March 31

*May = July  1 – May 31

Ex – receive the report in April =July 1, 2018 – March 31, 2019
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Request for IV-E Claim form is available on the ISDE website: 
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/foster-care/
The claim form is to provide school districts with reimbursement that have provided 
additional transportation needs for a student in foster care. 
Please contact me directly if you have any questions regarding the form.
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Court-Ordered Tuition Equivalency
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Court-Ordered Tuition Equivalency is a funding source that is provided through the ISDE on 
an annual basis. These monies are specifically designated to provide districts with support 
who are serving students in foster care. The application process is simplistic and I highly 
encourage EVERY DISTRICT TO APPLY for these funds!!!
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Medical Educational Placement Letter
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Medical Educational Placement Letter is available on the ISDE website: 
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/foster-care/
This letter was provided by the Idaho Department of Health & Welfare. It explains the roles, 
responsibilities, and legal authority of a foster parent. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

•Update Contact 
Information!

• Foster Care Liaison – email & phone 
number

• Name of each school building 
principal

• Email of each school building principal

• Physical address of each school 
building
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Please remember to contact me directly with any new changes to school administration 
within your assigned school district. This helps to ensure that I-CARE letters are directed to 
the correct individual at each district and school. 
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PURPOSITY
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• https://www.purposity.com/

• IDAHO – currently ranked 2nd in the nation 
for usage!!!!!

• Recently featured on national morning 
newscast – The Today Show 

https://about.purposity.com/blog/the-today-
show

• Announcement: 

Purposity is OPEN TO ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS!

The Purposity application continues to grow and help serve students who are need! This is 
a great resource that can also provide support to students in foster care. 
Please contact me directly if you have any questions!
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Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve

SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Questions?

Jill Mathews | State Foster Care Liaison

Idaho State Department of Education

650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702

208.332.6855 

jmathews@sde.idaho.gov

www.sde.idaho.gov

2020 Consolidated State and Federal Grant Application (CFSGA) Presentation – Foster Care | 31

As always, THANK YOU so much for all that you do!
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