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• All students must have access to devices to engage in blended 
(online and traditional) learning

• All students must have adequate access to the Internet either 
at home, in their school building or in the community.

• Each district or charter school must invest in a Learning 
Management System (LMS) to support delivery of content and 
curriculum and facilitate communication between teachers, 
students and parents

• Districts and charter schools must support professional 
development to ensure educators have the tools they need for 
online or blended learning.

Digital Divide Task Force-Recommendations

Supt. Ybarra and the State Department of Education want to thank the Governor’s 
Digital Divide Task Force for the recommendations and direction that are represented in 
this grant opportunity and the Governor and his Coronavirus Financial Advisory 
Committee, who approved the funding for the additional $30 million. The criteria for 
receiving the grants and the methodology for allocation of the funds were developed at 
the direction of the Task Force which included school technology directors, 
administrators, business leaders and legislators. Their four recommendations were 
adopted by the State Board of Education on July 15. These four recommendations 
include:
Access to devices
Adequate access to the Internet
Investment in a learning management system to support content delivery and 
communication among teachers, students and parents
Professional development to ensure educators have the tools they need to implement 
distance or blended learning  
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• Until a vaccine and/or therapeutics are available for COVID-19, 
schools must be prepared to provide varied learning opportunities to 
their students using a variety of modalities. The decision regarding 
their use will depend on the level of transmission in the local 
community, the physical and staffing resources available to the 
school, and parental choice for enrollment. This may require a school 
to transition between traditional, hybrid, on-line and distance 
learning for all or a portion of their students at any time.

• Blended learning is an approach to education in which students learn 
via electronic and online media as well as traditional face-to-face 
teaching. When used, a local education agency can meet their 
responsibility for improving outcomes for students through powerful 
and smart use of learning technologies.
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Blended Learning Definition

The two funding sources we are going to look at this afternoon support the use of 
technology to provide distance and blended learning environments.  The Digital divide 
committee developed a definition for blended learning that you see here.  
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CARES Act – Two funding sources

Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
Funds (ESSERF)-State 
Reserve

$3.785 M – LMS priority

Idaho Rebounds 
Coronavirus Relief Funds 

$30 M –online/blended 
learning 
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In the special State Board meeting on July 15, 2020 – The State Board approved 
Superintendent Ybarra’s proposal to distribute CARES Act funding to LEAs for distance 
and blended learning expenses as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The allocation 
distribution will come from two separate funding sources under the CARES Act.  One is 
the ESSERF State Set-Aside Reserve which includes a $3.785 M allocation to support 
blended learning with a priority for a learning management system.  The Coronavirus 
Relief Fund will support districts in closing the digital divide with $30 M in technology 
funding.  

The purpose of our webinar today is to share important information about these 
funding sources which includes the methodology calculations for the allocation of the 
funds, use of funds and reporting requirements. The reporting requirements we will 
cover today are federal requirements and state reporting as determined by the 
Governor’s office and administered by the State Controller’s office.
This webinar will also address how LEAs can apply for the $30 M Coronavirus Relief 

Funds.  
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•Methodology for distributing $3.785 M

• $5,000 – one time Implementation/Set-up fee
• $700 base for Professional Development
•$8.758 per student amount based on enrollment

Elementary & Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Funds (ESSERF)-State Reserve - LMS

Straightforward methodology…
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• Methodology for distributing $30 M

State level holdback: $5,086,391

Step 1: $1000 small district base max x enrollment is calculated

Step 2: $21,000 base and $6.00/per student based on enrollment

Add the sum of the $21,000 base to the $6/per student x enrollment

Step 3: Each LEA is given a low-income factor (LIF) based on its low income percentage.  For example, 
an LEA with 10% poverty has a 2.875 LIF. An LEA with 96% poverty has a 5.0 LIF.  

Step 4: Low-income indicator factor is applied to the total of the base and per student amount

Step 5: Low-income total is added to the total of the base and per student amount

Step 6: Small district base max is compared with the total of the base/enrollment/low income 

Step 7: The lower of the two totals is used as the final allocation

Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
(IRCRF) – Distance/Blended Learning

Holdback for incremental resources to LEAs that may come up
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Implementing the CRF formula for a real district
Step 1: $1000 small district base max x enrollment is calculated

1000 X 5,612 students = 5,612,000  (set this number aside)

Step 2: Add the sum of the $21,000 base to the $6/per student x enrollment
6 X 5612 = 33,672.  21,000 + 33,672 = 54,672 (base and per student amount total)

Step 3: This LEA’s poverty rate is 33.86% giving it a low-income factor of 3.375.  

Step 4: Low-income factor is applied to the total of the base and per student amount

54,672 X 3.375 = 184,518 (low income total)

Step 5: Low-income total is added to the total of the base and per student amount total

184,518 + 54,672 = 239,190

Step 6: Small district base max is compared with the total of the base/enrollment/low income 

5,612,000 (step 1) compared to 239,190 (step 5)

Step 7: The lower of the two totals is used as the final allocation

239, 190 is smaller than 5,612,000.  $239,190 is the LEA’s CRF allocation.
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Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
(IRCRF) – Distance/Blended Learning cont.
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Performance Period
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ESSERF State Set-Aside Use of Funds

$3.785 M
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The $3.785 M ESSERF State Set-aside funds are available to all LEAs, charter schools, and tech 
programs to support blended learning with a priority for ensuring all LEAs have a robust 
learning management system.  
These funds may be used for a new or existing LMS.  If the LEA chooses to use these funds for 
an existing LMS, then evidence that the current system meets certain criteria will be required.  
The Digital Divide Committee has developed a comprehensive LMS Checklist for this purpose.  
The checklist includes technical and functional requirements to meet a rigorous learning 
management system.  This checklist will be distributed.
These funds may also be used for a NEW learning management system.  The State Department 
of Education recently issued request for proposals seeking partners with proven experience in 
online learning management systems for K-12 students.  The proposal period ends July 27.  The 
SDE plans to select several LMS providers, all of whom will meet the technical and functional 
requirements identified by the digital divide committee.  Once the vendors are determined, all 
LEAs will have the OPTION to choose one of these vendors for their new learning management 
system. LEAs that opt in with one of the statewide vendor choices will save time not having to 
go through the procurement process and will save money with a system that is provided 
through a statewide contract.   These ESSER Funds may be used for the set-up/implementation 
fee, licenses, and professional development related to distance learning and implementing an 
LMS.
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Idaho Rebounds – CRF Use of Funds Criteria

1. The expenditure is necessary and was incurred due to the public health 
emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).

2. The expenditure is not accounted for in the LEA’s budget most recently 
approved as of March 27, 2020 (the date of enactment of the CARES Act).

3. The expenditure incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020 
and ends on December 30, 2020.

• **All three requirements must be met for an expenditure to qualify under this 
funding.**

$30 M
CARES Act Funding Resources 
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There are three very important criteria for the Coronavirus Relief Funds…
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Reminder: 
Idaho Rebounds – Coronavirus Relief Fund is separate 
from ESSERF funding. Please review requirements 
closely as certain expenses may not be eligible under 
these dollars. Funding requirements can be found on 
the GRA award letters. 

Expenditure must meet all three requirements to be 
allowable.

Idaho Rebounds CRF 
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In a later slide I will reference two important resources that will support LEAs in 
understanding expenditure requirements for this fund.  
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•Devices for students

•Connectivity for students

• Infrastructure for staff

•Adaptive technology (SPED)

•LMS 

•Professional development on distance learning
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Idaho Rebound CRF - Use of funds

The $30 M Coronavirus Relief Funds are also available to all LEAs, charter schools, and 
tech programs to support distance/blended learning environments.  These funds may 
be used for…
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Accounting for the funds

• ESSERF State Set-Aside 
for both LMS

Fund number 252

Revenue Code 445900

• Idaho Rebound 
Coronavirus Relief Funds, 
Distance/Blended 
Learning

Fund number 271-289

Revenue Code 445900
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Application

ESSERF State Reserve Funds

NO Application is required 
for the LMS funds

Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief 
Funds

Application is required 
Blended Learning Grant Program

www.sde.Idaho.gov

Submit the completed and signed 
application to 

mperreira@sde.Idaho.gov

DUE:  August 14, 2020
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Applications will be logged in as they are submitted and a “received receipt” will be 
emailed to the LEA.  
Superintendent Ybarra and the State Board are identifying members for a Committee to 
review applications.  
Soft due date. These funds have a short life-span so we want to get them out as soon as 
possible, but can’t do that until we receive and review applications.  
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•Equitable services requirements apply to ESSER 
Funds (not Coronavirus Relief Funds)
• Consult with non-public schools within the LEA’s 

boundaries to identify LMS needs
• If need is determined, calculate proportional share 

based on non-public school enrollment compared to 
number of students in LEA

Equitable services do not apply to the Coronavirus Relief 
Funds – Distance/Blended Learning 
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Equitable Services Requirements

No funds ever go to the non-public school – the LEA always maintains control of the 
funds, materials, equipment, and property used to provide equitable services.
Equitable services do not apply to the Coronavirus Relief Funds for distance/blended 
learning expenditures.  They only apply to the ESSER Funds.  
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Grant Reimbursement Application (GRA)

• https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/GrantReimbursement

• GRA manual located under “Documentation”

CARES Act Funding Resources 
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GRANT REIMBURSEMENT APPLICATION (GRA)

No changes to log-in process for current users

Functionality will remain the same, except for some additional 
reporting requirements

Retain documentation to support all drawdown requests

Grant Reimbursement Application (GRA) 

CARES Act Funding Resources 
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Grant Reimbursement Application (GRA) cont.

•Request Completion
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Identifying an expense category for the reimbursement and including a brief description 
of the expense is required on ALL GRA requests.  
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•Allocation of $150,000 or less: expenditures are tied 
to an expense category and require a brief 
description
•Allocation of more than $150,000:  expenditures are 

tied to projects or activities.  Funds drawn down at a 
project level.  
• Title, description, amount; job retention; subcontractor 

information
• System will prompt the LEA with the reporting 

requirements that match the allocation threshold
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ESSERF and Grant Reimbursement Application 
(GRA)

Specific to the ESSERF State Set-Aside funds, the system will automatically prompt the 
LEA with the reporting requirements that match the allocation threshold.  All LEAs 
except for two have an allocation of $150,000 or less and will complete the expense 
category and notes description only.  The two LEAs with an allocation of more than 
$150,000 will be prompted to tie their expenditures to a project which includes a title 
for the project…
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GRA-Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
Reimbursement Template

• Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template REQUIRED on all requests
• Do not modify or alter the file
• Must be attached to every request in the GRA

• SDE will send Excel file to SCO and it will be uploaded to Transparent Idaho

• Link to file will be made available on every request in the GRA
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The GRA system will have an additional spreadsheet template that is required to be 
completed for the Coronavirus Relief Fund expenses ONLY.  
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GRA-Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
Reimbursement Template cont.

Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template Instructions
• Columns C:K required

• Select “School District” as organization type

• Column C
• Enter transaction date

• Column D
• Entity Sub Origination: Select appropriate LEA (organized by LEA number)

• Columns E:G require accounting information about expenditure
• Select the most appropriate accounting code in dropdown boxes.

• May not match identical to your LEA accounting structure but try to find the most applicable code.
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This is what the reimbursement template excel file looks like.  

The state accounting codes in this spreadsheet may be different from what you use in 
your district.  Pay attention to the code description rather than the code when assigning 
expenses.  
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GRA-Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
Reimbursement Template cont. 

Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template Instructions (Cont)
• Column H

• provide a brief description of items purchased

• Column I
• Provide a brief but thorough justification of the expense. This language helps guide us on the purpose of the expense and determine if it is COVID-19 

related.

• Column J
• Enter Vendor Name

• Column K 
• Enter Amount

https://transparent.idaho.gov/transparentidaho/Pages/ExpenseReportingSpreadsheetTemplate.aspx
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The link on this page will take the user to additional information.  
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GRA-Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds 
Reimbursement Template cont.  

Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template Instructions (Cont)

• Attach “Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template” to the request before submitting.

• Any request submitted without a completed file will be returned
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Attach the reimbursement template to the GRA request before hitting submit.  
GRA requests submitted without a completed reimbursement spreadsheet template 
will be returned – for the Coronavirus Relief Fund expenditures only. 

24



• After GRA requests are reviewed at the SDE level, the SDE will 
submit the “Idaho Rebounds Reimbursement Template” to the 
SCO Review Team

• SCO Review Team will review all requests for final approval

• If SCO Review Team cannot come to a decision, the request is 
submitted to the Coronavirus Financial Advisory Committee 
(CFAC)

• Any GRA requests that are later deemed un-allowed, will require 
the LEA to return those funds back to the State Department of 
Education

Idaho Rebounds Coronavirus Relief Funds and Grant 
Reimbursement Application (GRA)
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Coronavirus Relief Fund expenditures will be highly scrutinized. The State Controller’s 
Office has final approval authority for all Coronavirus Relief Fund expenditures – this is 
a second layer of approval that other funding sources do not have.  
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• LEAs, charter schools, and programs receiving an 
ESSERF State Set-Aside Reserve allocation for LMS 
funds will have access to the GRA beginning Tuesday, 
July  28th to drawdown funds

•As applications for the Distance/Blended Learning 
activities from the Coronavirus Relief Funds are 
submitted and reviewed, LEAs will receive access to 
the GRA to drawdown funds
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Access to Funds
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Similarities and Differences
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-
programs/CARES-Act - COMING SOON!
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CARES Act Website
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•GRA System Issues
• Aaron McCoy, 208-332-6858, amccoy@sde.Idaho.gov

• GRA Administrators, graadministrators@sde.idaho.gov

•ESSERF Funding Issues
• Lisa English, 208-332-6911, lenglish@sde.idaho.gov

• Alexandra McCann, 208-332-6900, amccann@sde.Idaho.gov

IDAHO REBOUNDS/GRA – CONTACT INFORMATON
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Federal Programs is dedicating significant staff resources to support LEAs in 
implementing CARES Act funds.  Please reach out to us.  We are here to support you in 
your work to provide All students a successful learning journey.
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Contact Us! Federal Programs Staff

Karen Seay
Director, Federal Programs
kseay@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6978

Alexandra McCann
Coordinator, Funding and Fiscal Accountability
amccann@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6900

Brandy Diaz Scott
Coordinator, Title I-A Improving Basic Programs & Title 
IV-A Student Support and Academic Enrichment
bdiazscott@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6891

Jill Mathews
Coordinator, Family & Community Engagement 
(FACE) and Foster Care Liaison
jmathews@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6855

Kathy Gauby
Coordinator, Title II-A Supporting Effective Instruction 
and Educator Effectiveness
kgauby@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6889

Kelly Wheeler
Program Specialist, Title III-A and Title I-C
kwheeler@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6907

Lisa English
Program Specialist, Title V-B Rural Education and 
School Improvement
lenglish@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6911

Maria Puga
Coordinator, Title III-A  and English Learner Program
mpuga@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6905

Michelle Perreira
Administrative Assistant, Federal Programs
mperreira@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6942

Michelle Clement Taylor
Private School Ombudsman
mtaylor@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6963

Sandra Bonas
Administrative Assistant, Title III-A and Title I-C
sbonas@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6928

Sarah Seamount
Coordinator, Title I-C Migrant Education Program
sseamount@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6958

Suzanne Peck
Coordinator, Title I-D Neglected & Delinquent and 
Title  IX-A Homeless Education
speck@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6904

Tyson Carter
Coordinator, School Improvement 
tcarter@sde.idaho.gov
(208) 332-6917
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Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve

SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Thanks!

Karen Seay | Director, Federal Programs

Idaho State Department of Education

650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702

208.332.6978 

kseay@sde.idaho.gov

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/
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