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Recovery Services Quick Guide: COVID-19 

General Guidance 
Most LEAs in Idaho continued to provide educational opportunities for students after school buildings were closed due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. These opportunities may have included instructional packets, virtual meet-ups, virtual therapies, 
or other online, distance, or blended learning options.  
IEP teams should consider how each student was impacted by the “soft closure,” specifically the reduction and 
adjustment of educational services provided, and then make individualized decisions about the student’s current needs, 
based on his or her unique circumstances.   

Question Guidance 
What should our IEP team 
consider when determining 
student needs Recovery 
Services due to COVID-19? 

Each IEP team will use the Recovery Services Decision Tree to determine whether or 
not the student requires changes or additions to the IEP based on individual 
circumstances to recover services “lost” during closure.  
 
Questions & considerations for the IEP team:  

• What type of instruction was provided to similarly situated students during 
closure? 

• What services/instruction were provided to this student during the closure? 
• Progress of similarly situated students during the closure  
• Progress of this student during the closure  
• If the services are to be provided away from the general classroom/instruction, 

does the additional support outweigh the cost of removing the student from 
general education? 

  
How should the IEP team 
document a student’s need 
for Recovery Services due to 
COVID-19? 
 

The IEP team will document the following on the Recovery Services Documentation 
form:  

• Data & information used to determine the need for Recovery Services due to 
COVID-19 

• What service(s) will be provided to the student 
• When service(s) will take place 
• Who will provide the service(s) 
• Length of time service(s) will take place 
• How services will be provided  
• Annual goals that will be addressed during implementation of the plan  

 
The team will include a statement within the Optional Statement of Service Delivery in 
the IEP (annual or amended) to reflect additional services documented in the Recovery 
Services Documentation sheet.  

• Example: The IEP team has determined (Student) requires Recovery Services 
from (date) to (date). The special education and/or related services, optional 
statement of service delivery and annual goals associated with this plan are 
documented on the attached Recovery Services Documentation form.  

  
 

Written Notice (embedded within the IEP) must be completed and provided to parents as a result of the team’s decision 
to complete Recovery Services Documentation. The team should use IEP meeting notes to assist in clearly documenting 
the team’s discussion, including all options considered and rejected as part of the discussion. 
  
 
 


