% Specific Learning Disability Quick Guide: COVID-19

General Guidance

As a result of school closures related to COVID-19, many students experienced a disruption to targeted
interventions implemented through the problem-solving process. As students begin to return to school buildings
for the 2020-2021 school year, problem-solving teams and evaluation teams may have some concerns about
the evidence required when considering Specific Learning Disability (SLD).

Question

Guidance

Our team referred a student prior to
the closure, and has decided to
evaluate the student, but our
progress monitoring data was
gathered before the “soft closure”.
How do we proceed?

Since the evaluation team determined that evaluation was warranted prior to the
soft closure, the team should proceed with the evaluation process including
gaining Consent for Assessment if needed.

Within the Eligibility Report, the team will report any progress monitoring data
collected prior to the soft closure, as well as any data collected during the
evaluation timeline.

We had a student in interventions
who did not participate in
interventions during the closure. Can
we refer the student for an SLD
evaluation or do we need to start
over?

Just as summer closures do not prevent teams from considering a referral, lack
of interventions during the school closure also does not prevent the team from
considering a referral when school resumes in the fall.

If the team decides through the Referral to Consider a Special Education
Evaluation process, that the data collected prior to the closure supports a
decision to evaluate the student, the team can proceed with the evaluation
process.

If the team determines additional intervention and progress monitoring are
necessary, the team should continue implementing interventions when school
resumes.

What information can be used as
evidence that the core is effective for
all students given that statewide
assessments didn’t occur in Spring
20207

The most recent ISAT scores available may be used as a basis for determining
whether core curriculum is effective for most students.

In addition, the team can utilize any norm-referenced district or school universal
screening data collected either prior to the soft closure or upon return to school
in the fall.

How does the team address access
to the core curriculum and/or lack of
appropriate instruction since the
student did not participate fully during
the school closure?

The team should consider how instruction related to the core curriculum was
provided to ALL similarly situated students during the school closures, as well
as universal screening data related to progress for all students, when
determining whether the student had access to the core curriculum to the same
extent as his or her peers.

If the preponderance of evidence suggests that this was not the primary factor
for the student’s lack of progress, the team may proceed with determining
eligibility. The team should document the information related to how they
determined that lack of participation was not the primary factor in the lack of
progress within the Eligibility Report.
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What considerations should be made
if a student is referred due to lack of
progress during the school closure?

ALL referrals must be reviewed by the evaluation team, which includes the
parent, using the Referral to Consider a Special Education Evaluation process
and form to determine if an evaluation is warranted.

Teams should consider progress, or the lack thereof, for ALL similarly situated
students during the school closure by reviewing data sources such as universal
screening data or other district or school wide assessment information, as well
as the progress made by the student.

If the team determines the evidence does not indicate the need for an
evaluation, the team would document the decision in Written Notice.

If the evaluation team suspects the lack of progress is the result of a disability,
the team should proceed with the evaluation process.
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