
   

08/03/2020 

 
General Guidance 

Students who have a visual impairment or blindness receive information through multiple means including auditory, 
visual, and/or tactilely. Assistive technology and built-in instructional supports provide them with the access they need 
to live, learn, and play in their educational environment.   
It is important to note, the AT or built-in instructional supports typically should be used to support the student regardless 
of their environment.  
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Janice Carson (janicec@uidaho.edu) from Idaho SESTA  and 
Jeanne-Marie Kopecky (jeanne-marie.kopecky@iesdb.org) from IESDB.   
 
Padlet  
Accessible Online Environments 
https://idahoat.padlet.org/idahoat1/a18ge8psqt15 
AT and Instructional Supports Students with Visual Impairments Including Blindness 
https://idahoat.padlet.org/idahoat1/svg55ksw68ok 
 

Support Considerations 

Targeted National 
Supports 
 
Where can I access 
national information 
focused on COVID 
educational supports?   

American Foundation for the Blind (AFB): 
Remote Instruction and Services for Blind and Low Vision Participants  
 
American Printing House (APH):  
https://www.aph.org/ 

General Accessibility  
 
How do my students 
access instruction and 
instructional materials 
in an online 
environment? 

Screen Readers: 
Make sure the video conferencing or distance learning platform you are using is accessible 

to screen readers and other assistive technology devices individuals may be utilizing. 
Zoom 

• Zoom Accessibility 
• Using JAWS with Zoom review from Perkins School for the Blind 

Skype 
• Skype Accessibility Information 
• Skype for Screen Reader Users 

Google 
• Google Accessibility 
• Using Google Hangouts Chat with a Screen Reader 
• Google Classroom and Jaws  

Microsoft 
• Microsoft Accessibility 
• Using a Screen Reader to Navigate Microsoft Teams 

 
Screen Readers 
JAWS 
NVDA 
Dolphin SuperNova Magnification and Screen Reader   
 
Notetakers  
BrailleSenseU2  
BrailleSense U2 QWERTY 
 
Braille Displays 
Brailliant BI 40 braille display 
Brailliant 80 braille display 

AT for Visual Impairment Including Blindness Quick 
Guide: Covid-19 

mailto:janicec@uidaho.edu
mailto:jeanne-marie.kopecky@iesdb.org%20%20%20%20mason@iesdb.org
https://idahoat.padlet.org/idahoat1/a18ge8psqt15
https://idahoat.padlet.org/idahoat1/svg55ksw68ok
https://www.afb.org/about-afb/events-and-awards/afblc-2020-overview/virtual-afblc/remote-instruction?utm_source=AFB&utm_campaign=f6a16e7404-afblc2020-virtual-events-Remote-Instruction&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ec813cd965-f6a16e7404-165221421
https://www.aph.org/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/accessibility&sa=D&ust=1594942370498000&usg=AOvVaw1aItBi2tbw1OEN9ynxw-Oy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/blog/virtual-instruction-zoom-video-conferencing-platform&sa=D&ust=1594942370499000&usg=AOvVaw0fPXJsL_TagrwXMdzkYZxO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://support.skype.com/en/skype/all/everythingelse/accessibility/&sa=D&ust=1594942370499000&usg=AOvVaw0yp4hTwxvGQyu0xnbS0R6a
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://support.skype.com/en/faq/FA34908/basic-tasks-using-a-screen-reader-with-skype-for-windows&sa=D&ust=1594942370499000&usg=AOvVaw1auz_N-hQgNd4akg4ahckO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/accessibility/&sa=D&ust=1594942370500000&usg=AOvVaw0TwxaU5EqMz8XnX9L90Osn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://support.google.com/hangouts/answer/6320673?hl%3Den&sa=D&ust=1594942370500000&usg=AOvVaw2DfLLVz8IzPAMaTSuuD30q
https://www.tsbvi.edu/videos-webinars/google-classroom-jaws-introduction
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility&sa=D&ust=1594942370500000&usg=AOvVaw0ILCIEwbTVejKidDFZaeOy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://support.microsoft.com/en-ie/office/use-a-screen-reader-to-explore-and-navigate-microsoft-teams-47614fb0-a583-49f6-84da-6872223e74a0?ui%3Den-us%26rs%3Den-ie%26ad%3Die&sa=D&ust=1594942370501000&usg=AOvVaw3GyKkQcjjyiMDH_FTygWT2
https://www.freedomscientific.com/products/software/jaws/
https://www.nvaccess.org/
https://yourdolphin.com/en-gb/products/individuals/screen-reader
https://yourdolphin.com/en-gb/products/individuals/screen-reader
https://www.hims-inc.com/product/braille-sense-u2/
https://www.hims-inc.com/product/braille-sense-u2-qwerty/
https://store.humanware.com/hus/brailliant-bi-40-new-generation.html
https://store.humanware.com/hus/brailliant-80.html
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Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP):  
Over 8,000 free captioned and described educational videos. Educational 
content is carefully customized to serve the needs of K-12 students, as well as 
adult students studying to meet the needs of blind and deaf students. 
https://dcmp.org/ 
 

Assistive Technology  
 
What are some types of 
AT can my students 
use?   

Apps 
SeeingAI 
BeMyEyes 
MBraille 
 
Magnifer Devices 
GoVision 
Maxi-Brite 
 
Magnification Software 
Dolphin SuperNova Magnification and Screen Reader   
ZoomText   
 
Built-in Device Access (screen reading, magnification, display color and contrast, speech) 
Windows 10 
iPads and iPhones 
Android 
Apple- Macs 
 
AT Training and Online Resources 
Hadley Series  
Perkins- Virtual Classroom Activities  
AT Home with APH Resources 

Resources   State  
      Idaho SESTA  
      https://idahosesta.org/ 
 
      Idaho Assistive Technology Project AT Lending Libraries 

https://idahoat.org/ 
https://idaho.at4all.com/ 
 
Idaho Educational Services for the Deaf and Blind: 
https://www.iesdb.org/ 
 
Idaho Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
http://www.icbvi.state.id.us/ 
 
Idaho Training Clearing House Assistive Technology:  
https://idahotc.com/Topics/A-M/Assistive-Technology1?page13535=1&size13535=6 

 
Visual Impairment Including Blindness Guidance  
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/sped-manual/files/chapters/chapter-4-evaluation-and-
eligibility/Visual-Impairment-Including-Blindness-Guidance.pdf 
 
Idaho National Deaf/Blind Equipment Distribution Program (iCan Connect Idaho) 
https://idahoat.org/consults/db-program 
 
Children and Youth with Deaf-Blindness 
https://idahocdhd.org/Projects/CYDB 
 

 

https://dcmp.org/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.bemyeyes.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mbraille/id639199558
https://www.hims-inc.com/product/govision/
https://www.allegromedical.com/daily-living-aids-c519/reizen-maxi-brite-led-handheld-magnifiers-4x-to-12x-p539344.html?CS_003=9164468&CS_010=ff8080811060ba0c011060c850270089#287-R6970&utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=surfaces-across-google
https://yourdolphin.com/en-gb/products/individuals/screen-reader
https://yourdolphin.com/en-gb/products/individuals/screen-reader
https://www.zoomtext.com/
https://www.zoomtext.com/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/windows-10-settings-menu-the-ease-of-access-tab/
https://support.apple.com/accessibility/iphone-ipad
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/6006564?hl=en-GB
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/6006564?hl=en-GB
https://www.apple.com/uk/accessibility/mac/#vision
https://hadley.edu/learn?topic_id=14
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/blog/virtual-classroom-activities
https://www.aph.org/athomewithaph-resources/
https://idahosesta.org/
https://idahoat.org/
https://idaho.at4all.com/
https://www.iesdb.org/
http://www.icbvi.state.id.us/
https://idahotc.com/Topics/A-M/Assistive-Technology1?page13535=1&size13535=6
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/sped-manual/files/chapters/chapter-4-evaluation-and-eligibility/Visual-Impairment-Including-Blindness-Guidance.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/sped-manual/files/chapters/chapter-4-evaluation-and-eligibility/Visual-Impairment-Including-Blindness-Guidance.pdf
https://idahoat.org/consults/db-program
https://idahocdhd.org/Projects/CYDB
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National  
      American Foundation for the Blind 
      https://www.afb.org/ 
 
      American Printing House (APH) 
      https://www.aph.org/ 

 

https://www.afb.org/
https://www.aph.org/

